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With  Vitus  Bering's  first  voyage  in  1728,  Russia  set  out  to  discover 
the  most  northwesterly  portion  of  the  North  American  continent.  This 
voyage  brought  Bering  through  the  Strait  that  bears  his  name,  but 
North  America  was  not  sighted. 


The  ship  that  Bering  used  on  his  first  voyage,  the  St.  Gabriel 
(Gavriial)  was  used  on  another  expedition  in 
1732.  This  expedition  lead  by  Gvozdevf  and 

Fedorov  landed  on  Big  Diomede  and  Little  Diomede. 

Later,  they  sighted  Cape  Prince  of  Wales,  but 
with  no  inhabitants  visible,  no  attempt  to  land 
was  made.  They  sailed  south  and  attempted  to  land 
when  habitations  were  spotted,  but  could  not  do 
so  because  of  shallow  water  and  winds.  The  St. 

Gabriel  is  shown  on  the  first  medal  of  the  set  of 
four  from  the  Moscow  Mint,  distributed  by 
Me  zhnumi zma t ika . 


Bering's  next  voyage  in  1741  is  generally 
redited  with  "discovering"  Alaska.  Bering  was  in 
he  St.  Peter,  while  the  St.  P  a  1  (Pavel)  was 
nder  the  command  of  Alexeii  Chirikov.  Chirikov 
sighted  land  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
panhandle,  while  Bering's  sighting  was  at  the 
northern  end  a  day  later.  Noted  naturalist  Georg 
Stellar  went  ashore  at  Kayak  Island.  The  ships 
St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul  are  shown  on  the  second 
and  third  medal  of  the  set,  as  well  as  small 
portraits  of  Bering  and  Chirikov. 


In  1778,  Capt .  James  Cook  did  extensive  explora¬ 
tion  along  the  coast  of  Alaska.  Upon  meeting 
Gerassim  Gregoriev  Ismailov  at  Unala ska,  he  was 
amazed  at  the  lack  of  information  the  Russians 
posessed  concerning  the  coastlines.  The  Russians 
later  adopted  Cook's  charts  for  navigation.  The 
final  medal  of  the  set  notes  the  meeting  of  Capt. 
Cook  and  Izmailov  in  1778  at  Unalaska. 


The  reverse  of  each  medal  bears  the  mint  mark  of 
the  Moscow  Mint,  and  the  logo  of  Me zhnumi zma t i da . 
They  are  39mm  and  appear  to  be  struck  in  a  copper 
nickel  all oy . 


North  of  60° 


South  of  50° 


SILVER  Sc  PAPER 


EDITORIAL 

Welcome  to  our  15th  year!  To  those  who 
have  already  paid  for  this  year,  a  huge 
thank  you.  If  you  have  not  paid  for  your 
subscription  for  this  year  (the  top  line 
of  your  address  label  ends  with  #10/92), 
this  will  be  your  last  issue. 

Yes,  the  order  blank  last  month  was  wrong 
to  ask  for  payment  for  1992!  It  seems  that 
every  year,  there  is  some  sort  of  typo 
related  to  renewing  subscriptions. 

If  you  wish  to  renew  for  19  93,  please 
send  your  subscription  fee  in  as  soon  as 
possible . 

STATUS  REPORT:  OK,  here  I  go  putting  my 
neck  on  the  chopping  block.  The  long  await¬ 
ed  book  on  Alaskan  Stocks  and  Bonds  is  in 
the  final  preparation  stages  to  go  to  the 
printer.  As  soon  as  the  photos  are  ready, 
specifications  will  be  sent  to  printers 
for  bids.  At  present,  we  have  listings  of 
over  300  stocks  and  bonds,  with  about  100 
photos  (I  think  I  lost  some  negatives). 
With  any  luck  we  may  go  to  the  printers  by 
April . 

NEW  PROJECT:  We  are  currently  working  on 
an  anthology  of  Alaskan  numismatics.  A  pro¬ 
jected  table  of  contents  can  be  found  on 
the  next  page.  Your  input  is  invited  and 
would  be  appreciated. 

For  the  Record  has  two  exceptional  pieces 
from  the  Board  of  Trade  in  Nome.  See  page 
5  for  these. 

As  always,  we  are  in  need  of  articles, 
space  fillers  and  items  for  For  the  Record 
and  Paper  Potpourri .  Please  share  your 
knowledge  with  others  (and  make  my  life 
easier  in  the  bargain!). 


Alaskan  Token  Collector  &  Polar  Numisma¬ 
tist,  published  10  times  per  year,  is  a 
publication  of  Alaska  Rare  Coin  Invest¬ 
ments.  All  articles  remain  the  property  of 
the  authors  and  may  not  be  reprinted 
without  their  consent. 

Editor  -  Dick  Hanscom 
Associate  Editor  -  Jerry  Cleworth 
Kenai  Peninsula  Correspon .  -  Kurtis  Hawk 
Canadian  Correspondent  -  Jerry  Remi ck 
Scandinavian  Corr.-  Jurgen  S^mod 


GOLD  , 

From  "Masks  in  a  Pageant"  by  William  Allen 
White . 

"in  1900  Bryan  (ed.  note:  William  Jennings 
Bryan)  found  that  the  silver  sentiment  was 
dying  in  the  West.  The  gold  mines  of  Alaska 
and  of  Africa  had  inflated  the  currency  to 
a  point  where  the  per-capita  of  gold  money 
was  almost  as  high  as  the  per-capita  of 
fiat  money,  which  Bryan  had  advocated. 
Bryan  would  not  have  lost  an  electoral  vote 
by  abandoning  silver;  he  would  have  gained 
thousands  of  votes  in  the  East  by  such  a 
course.  He  did  not  study  the  situation  for 
excuses  to  change  his  position.  What  study 
he  gave  to  it  was  for  answers  to  refute 
gold-bugs.  He  believed  that  the  free  coin¬ 
age  of  silver  was  right." 

For  those  not  familiar  with  the  term  "fiat 
money",  it  is  money  declared  to  be  such  by 
the  government,  but  without  precious  metal 
backing.  Therefore,  the  currency  in  circu¬ 
lation  today  is  fiat  money  good  only  be¬ 
cause  of  the  faith  people  put  in  it. 

And  now,  from  the  Douglas  Island  News,  a 
few  items  relating  to  gold  and  gold  and 
silver  coinage. 

October  23,  1901: 

7800  free  miners '  licenses  were  issued  in 
Dawson  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30th,  1901. 

April  23,  1902: 

Golden  Eagles  and  all  other  kinds  of 
American  money  are  accepted  by  Canadian 
Customs  officials  at  White  Horse  only  at  a 
discount  of  1  per  cent.  In  explanation  for 
the  late  rule  the  officials  state  that  they 
are  simply  following  a  precedent  set  by  the 
White  Horse  banks.  This  reason  is  not 
accepted  by  many,  and  it  is  the  more 
general  opinion  that  the  cause  of  the 
decrease  in  the  valuation  of  United  States 
currency  is  an  attempt  to  even  up  matters 
with  Americans  who  discount  Canadian  money 
along  the  boundary  states  and  in  Alaska. 

February  15,  1905: 

The  people  of  Fairbanks  would  like  a 
coinage  of  free  silver  just  now.  There  is  a 
scarcity  of  the  white  inetal  coins  in  that 
camp  and  the  business  men  are  paying  four 
per  cent  premium  for  it. 
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READINGS  IN  ALASKAN  NUMISMATICS 


CONTENTS:  PERIOD 

CHAPTER  1:  PRE-RUSSIAN  PERIOD: 

( confirmed) 

CHAPTER  2:  RUSSIAN  PERIOD  -  BARTER: 

(confirmed) 

CHAPTER  3:  RUSSIAN  PERIOD: 

CHAPTER  4:  1867-1896????? 

CHAPTER  5:  GOLD  RUSH  ERA:  (tbw) 

( confirmed) 

(to  be  written) 

CHAPTER  6:  BANKING  IN  ALASKA:  (tbw) 
(confirmed) 

(confirmed) 

(to  be  written/photo ' d) 

CHAPTER  7:  DEVELOPMENT  OF  ALASKA: 

( confirmed) 

CHAPTER  8:  1907  BANKING  CRISIS:  (tbw) 

CHAPTER  9:  DEPRESSION  OF  THE  30’ S: 

CHAPTER  10:  POST  WORLD  WAR  II:  (tbw) 

CHAPTER  11:  MODERN  WELFARE:  (tbw) 

CHAPTER  12:  CONTEMPORARY  NUMISMATICS: 


SUBJECT 

Money  of  the  Alaskan  Indians 
H.D.  Gibbs,  Numismatist  2/35 
Alaska's  Copper  Currency 

An  Historical  Explanation  of  Alaskan  Trade 
Beads,  Polly  Mille,  Bead  Journal,  Fall, 
1975 

The  Deserted  Indian  Village  Kept  Its 
Secret Sunny  Dixon,  Coins  11/65 

Russian  American  Co.  Scrip,  Dr.  R.A.  Pierce 
Allies  of  Russia  medal*** 

The  Trading  Companies 

Gold  Dust,  Pokes  &  Scale  Weights, 

Dick  Hanscom 

Alaska  Trade  Tokens,  Hanscom 

Pageant  of  Alaskan  Tokens,  K.  McDowell,  Coins 
Alaskan  Treasure  (Kukak  Bay  tokens) 

Willis  &  Welch,  Dick  Hanscom 

Alaska  National  Bank  Notes,  Ron  Benice 
Is  the  1882  AK  Terr,  a  Phantom? 

Peter  Huntoon,  PM  M-A/79 
Harriman  N.B.  of  Seward,  Poleske,  BNR  9/87 
Photo  Essay:  Alaska  Checks,  Hanscom/Poleske 

Taking  Stock  in  Alaska,  Dick  Hanscom 
Alaska  Tin,  Dick  Hanscom 
Alaska  Yukon  Pacific  Exposition 

Fairbanks  and  the  Panic 

A.R.R.C. :  America's  Communist  Experiment 

Would  like  at  least  two  more  ARRC  articles. 

Military  Tokens  and  Chits 

Food  Stamp  Tokens,  Ron  Benice 

Modern  Medals 


As  of  the  date  of  publication  of  this  newsletter,  the  articles  listed 
above,  if  noted  as  confirmed,  will  appear  in  the  anthology.  "To  be 
written"  (tbw)  indicates  that  some  one  has  volunteered  to  write  about 
that  particular  subject.  We  are  still  seeking  permission  to  reprint 
some  of  the  articles  above. 

***We  have  a  copy  of  an  article  on  Russian  medals  relating  to  Alaska  by 
Valery  Durov,  but  do  not  have  the  publication  information.  If  you  have 
this  information,  or  suggestions  for  articles  that  would  be  appro¬ 
priate  please  send  these  to  ARCI,  P.0.  Box  72832,  Fairbanks,  AK  99707. 
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JIM  ROBB ' S  YUKON  PAPER  POTPOURRI 


THIS  TICKET  GOOD  FOR  ONE  BEER 

AT  THE  "CORE  SHACK", 

COURTESY  OF: 


A 

FRONTIER  HELICOPTERS'*/ 3 

% 


■■  'M&wm  fr 


CORE  SHACK 

located 
down  the  hall 

In  the  Mane  Masters  Room 
Westmark  Whitehorse 


BAR  OPEN: 

MONDAY  11:00  -  6:00 
TUESDAY  11:00  -  6:00 


WHITEHORSE,  YUKON!  The  "Core  Shack",  Good  for  one  beer.  From 
the  20th  Annual  Geoscience  Forum,  Nov.,  1992.  Black  on  gray, 
128mm  by  60mm. 


WATERFRONT  DONUT  SHOP 

COFFEE  CLUB  CARD 


1 0  STAMPS  ENTITLES  BEARER  TO  ONE  FREE  BEVERAGE 
AND  DONUT.  POP-COOLER  AND  CREAM  COUNTER 
EXEMPT. 


V- 


c£ife  QflemL 


i 

(WHITEHORSE,  YUKON):  Waterfront  Donut 
Shop,  Coffee  Club  Card.  Black  on 
orange,  with  one  red  maple  leaf  stamp, 
88mm  by  51mm. 

S.S.  YUKON!  Order  of  Midnight  Sun 
membership  card.  A  souvenir  type  item 
from  the  White  Pass  and  Yukon  Route. 


, ember 

ORDER  of  the  MIDNIGHT  SEN 

KNOW  ALL  YOU  SOURDOUGHS  AND  CHEECHACOS: 

that  Mrs  Fred  E.  Briggs _ 

on  board  the  S.S.Yukon  was  greeted  by  my  court  while  crossing 
the  ARCTIC  CIRCLE  on  the  Yukon  River  and  was  initiated 


on. 


Signed  by. 


_ into  the  Order  of  the  Midnight  Sun. 

KING  BOREAS 

K  V  ...  ■ 


and  by - 

Keeper  of  Records,  Purser  S.S.Yukon 

WRITE  PASS  AND  YUKON  ROUTE 


DAWSON  CITY,  YUKON:  A  check  dated  Dec.  27,  1898,  drawn  on  The  Canadian  Bank  of 
Commerce,  Dawson  City  by  The  Joseph  Ladue  Gold  Mining  and  Development  Company  of  the 
Yukon,  payable  in  gold  dust  @  $16  per  ounce.  Ladue  was  the  founder  of  Dawson. 
Illustration  reduced,  actual  size  2 13mm  by  85mm. 
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FOR  THE  RECORD 


Alaskan  Coin.  Reported  in 
the  May,  1985  issue  of  ATC&PN  in  brass. 
Bernard  Von  Nothaus  of  the  Royal  Hawaiian 
Mint  was  in,  and  showed  us  one  in  bronze. 
He  said  that  was  the  only  metal  they  were 
struck  in  until  we  showed  him  the  refer¬ 
ence  to  brass  in  ATC&PN!  He  is  stumped  on 
this  one.  Whoever  we  sold  the  brass  piece 
to  has  a  neat  item! 


NOME:  Board  of  Trade,  12  1/2  cents  in 
trade  "good  for"  mirror.  Multi-color  on 
black  background,  57mm  (submitted  by  Alan 
Weinberg) . 


NOME:  Compliments  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
"Good  things  for  he  that  is  dry/Our  spe¬ 
cialty  National  Bourbon  Built  for  your 
taste".  Ornate  shape,  silver  colored, 
43mm  by  21mm  (submitted  by  Kaye  Deth- 
ridge) . 


(  -e  *■  o\ 

s  A  too u  i 

un** 


0  R  I  N  K  ; 

7 ’PS 


UNGA,  AK:  Homestead  Saloon,  Edward  Wil¬ 
son,  Good  for  one  drink  at...  Aluminum, 
25mm . 


SKAGUAY,  AK:  "The  Property  of  the  White 
Pass  &  Yukon  Route".  This  was  found  in 
an  antique  shop  in  Anchorage.  Is  this  an 
authentic  item  or  a  fabrication  for  sale 
to  collectors?  Heavy  brass,  68mm  by  56mm 
(submitted  by  Edward  Tatarka). 


(FAIRBANKS): 

Gerald  Victor 
Furs,  Spring 
Cleaning  Cou¬ 
pon,  expires 
6/30/90. 

Black  on 
green , 

68mm  by 
158mm. 
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THE  JUNEAU  HOTEL 


FEBRUARY,  1993 
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The  Largest  Hotel  in  Alaska. 
Best  Furnished  Rooms  in  the  City 

(From  the  Daily  Alaska  Dispatch, 
Special  Mining  Edition 
March  27,  1900) 


There  are 
favorably 


several  good  hotels  in  Juneau,  and  this  f 
impresses  strangers  and  somewhat  surpris 
first  visit.  The  citizens  of  Juneau  have  much  to 
splendid  hotel  accommodations  they  are  able  to  offe 
and  business  correspondents  from  other  cities.  One 
mention  is  the  Juneau  Hotel.  This  house  was  built 
on  Second  street  near  Seward,  and  at  first  the 
appeared  to  be  almost  too  great  for  the  city  at 
not  seem  to  prosper. 


<PlW$v. 


eature  of  the  town 
es  them  upon  their 
be  proud  of  in  the 
r  to  their  friends 
deserving  special 
a  few  years  since 
size  of  the  house 
that  time,  and  did 


In  May  1898  Mr.  W.W.  Casey  be¬ 
came  manager,  and  from  that  time 
on  it  has  been  one  of  the  leader 
hostelries  of  the  place,  as  well 
as  enjoyed  a  most  flattering 
home  trade. 


It  is  the  largest  hotel  in  the 
district  of  Alaska,  with  a  large 
and  commodious  dining  room,  and 
the  table  always  loaded  with  the 
very  best  viands  the  markets 
afford.  It  has  68  rooms  furn¬ 


ished  completely 
best  manner  and 
with  all  of  the 
conveniences  for 
tion  of  one  hundred 


in  the  very 
is  possessed 
comforts  and 
the  accommoda- 
guests . 


The  ladies  parlor  is  large  and 
homelike  and  the  entire  building 
is  lighted  throughout  with  elec¬ 
tric  lights,  and  supplied  with 
city  water.  The  building  being 
new,  everything  about  the  place 
is  fresh  and  clean,  a  condition 
the  public  are  not  slow  to 
appreciate . 


(continued  on  page  8). 


North  of  60° 


South  of  50° 


EDITORIAL. 


DAWSON  CHECK 


The  front  page  article  was  duplicated  ex¬ 
actly  from  the  original,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  spelling  corrections. 
All  grammatical  errors  are  the  responsibil¬ 
ity  of  the  original  author.  So,  you  sharp 
eyed  proof  readers  out  there  in  sub¬ 
scriber  land,  you  can't  blame  the  editor 
this  time! 

Jim  Robb  has  come  through  with  another 
grouping  of  items  from  Yukon.  The  meal 
ticket  is  very  interesting! 

Candy  Waugaman  of  Chena  Ventures  has  put 
together  a  listing  of  the  Skagway  White 
Pass  Dance  Hall  money  with  13  different 
varieties.  While  an  advertisement,  it  will 
be  included  in  the  index  because  it  pro¬ 
vides  some  previously  unrecorded  informa¬ 
tion  . 

Well,  folks,  the  well  has  run  dry.  We  need 
more  articles,  fillers,  For  the  Record, 
etc.  So,  if  you  have  some  information  for 
an  article,  write  the  article,  or  send  it 
to  us,  and  we  will  do  it.  If  you  see  an 
article  elsewhere  (old  or  new)  that  you 
think  would  be  of  interest,  let  us  know, 
and  we  can  usually  get  permission  to  re¬ 
print  it. 


Alaskan  Token  Collector  &  Polar  Numisma¬ 
tist,  published  10  times  per  year,  is  a 
publication  of  Alaska  Rare  Coin  Invest¬ 
ments.  All  articles  remain  the  property  of 
the  authors  and  may  not  be  reprinted 
without  their  consent. 


Editor  -  Dick  Hanscom 
Associate  Editor  -  Jerry  Cleworth 
Kenai  Peninsula  Correspon.  -  Kurtis  Hawk 
Canadian  Correspondent  -  Jerry  Remick 
Yukon  Correspondent  -  Jim  Robb 
Scandinavian  Corr.-  Jurgen  S/mod 

Subscription  Rates: 

US  &  Canada  $10  per  year 

Elsewhere  $20  per  year 

Collector's  Advertising  Rates: 

1  page  -  $15  1/2  page  -  $8 

1/4  page  -  $5 

1/5  page,  business  card  size  -  $15  for  5 
months . 

Classified  ads:  50  //line  (42  characters) 
Commercial  Advertisers,  write  for  rates. 


Above  is  an  interesting  check  sent  in  by 
Brian  Denman.  Issued  on  the  Canadian  Bank 
of  Commerce,  it  was  deposited  in  the  Bank 
of  Montreal,  both  in  Dawson.  It  also  bears 
a  brown,  2  cents  War  Tax  stamp. 
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THE  JUNEAU  HOTEL ,  cont . 


The  history  of  this  hotel  will  demon¬ 
strate  to  the  most  skeptic  that  the  most 
important  agency  in  the  success  of  a 
hostelry  is  its  management.  Mr.  W.W. 
Casey,  manager  of  the  Juneau  Hotel  is  an 
ideal  hotel  man  and  has  had  over  20  years 
experience.  He  ran  a  hotel  in  Montana 
seven  years,  and  one  in  Snohomish  Wash¬ 
ington  twelve  years  before  taking  charge 
of  his  present  establishment.  His  cordial 
and  cheerful  manner  together  with  his 
open  hearted  generosity  is  most  agreeable 
qualities  in  a  hosteller,  both  to  his 
guests  and  the  citizens  with  whom  he  has 
business  and  social  intercourse.  These 
characteristics  have  won  for  him  a  host 
of  friends,  among  those  of  all  the  vari¬ 
ous  walk  of  life,  and  there  is  probably 
not  a  man  in  Juneau  today  that  can  rally 
at  his  call  more  warm  personal  friends 
than  Mr.  Casey.  It  is  not  alone  his  per¬ 
sonal  magnetism  that  has  established  his 
success  in  Juneau,  but  his  shrewd 
intuition  of  the  wants  of  the  public,  and 
his  correct  business  management  have  been 
most  important  factors  in  building  up  a 
bulwark  of  safety  around  him  that  must 
endure . 

Mr.  Casey  is  also  quite  largely  inter¬ 
ested  in  mining.  He  owns  a  promising 
property  at  Index  Wash,  also  a  placer  on 
McKinley  creek,  in  the  Porcupine  section, 
from  which  some  gold  was  taken  out  last 
year;  sufficient  to  show  that  the  claim 
is  valuable,  and  it  is  to  be  systemati¬ 
cally  opened  up  and  worked  the  coming 
summer . 


tokens.  Unfortunately,  we  do  not  have 
the  colors  of  the  labels  on  record. 

The  first  is  from  Cordova  and  Chitina. 
The  top  portion  may  be  to  dark  to  repro¬ 
duce!  "The  gateway  and  terminal  of  the 
Copper  River  Railroad  with  its  Golden 
Opportunities."  The  MacCormac  Hotel  and 
S.O.  (Oscar)  Breedman  had  tokens. 


The  second  is  from  the  Occidental  Hotel, 
issuer  of  many  tokens. 


He  owns  an  interest  in  a  quartz  property 
about  eight  miles  from  Dyea  that  promises 
much  for  the  future.  However,  he  gives 
little  or  no  personal  attention  to  any 
business  outside  of  the  management  of  his 
large  hotel. 


LUGGAGE  LABELS 

Some  time  ago,  Bary  Bender  sent  in  copies 
of  some  "luggage  labels".  These  were 
decals  or  stickers  tourists  would  put  on 
their  suitcases  and  steamer  trunks  to 
brag  about  where  they  had  been.  Since 
the  preceding  article  was  about  a  hotel, 
we  thought  we  would  show  you  a  couple  of 
these  labels  from  hotels  that  also  had 


Our  thanks  to  Bary  Bender  for  providing 
copies  of  these  labels. 
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JIM  ROBB ' S  YUKON  PAPER  POTPOURRI 


\  »' 

\ 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7  1 

10 

1 

12 

t 

i 

D. 

S. 

S  No.  1854  Month.....XO>>i<? 

NORTHWEST  HIGHWAY  SYSTEM 
»  MEAL  TICKET 

o  Rank....CAv! . Name  (I  H  ^ 

<3>  ft  ✓  .  AN  J 

cn 

U 

03 

v«n 

1 

\  J\o  1 

< 

1 

^4 

Datl 

■ 

Ijfimn  Commandant. 

S 

\T 

— 

a 

, 

a 

l£ 

c 

6Z  u  jZ  i  LZ 

9Z 

9c 

vZ 

"  'v 

^  , 

J 

61 

J\ 

Co^ee  CoaJc 


NORTHWEST  HIGHWAY  SYSTEM:  Meal  Ticket.  For  use 
on  the  Canadian  section  of  the  Alaska  Highway? 
9  9mm  by  5  8mm . 

WHITEHORSE:  The  Chocolate  Claim  Coffee  Shop  and 
Catering  Service,  coffee  punch  card.  Black  on 
gray,  88mm  by  51mm. 


KLONDIKE  INN 
$10.00  BILL 


This  note  is  worth  $10.00  in  goods  and  services  towards 
purchases  in  Charlies  Restaurant,  Stem  Wheeler 
Lounge,  Klondike  Cafe  and  Trappers  Cabaret. 


Westmark 

KLONDIKE  INN 

22**  2'"’ Awnut, 
Whltchonc.  Yukon 
(403)  44*-4747 


Valid  Until 


Signed 


$10 


Ltn 

3 

v\-, 

4 

iLl 

2 

^5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

coffee! 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

cotiee! 

WinTEIIOUSE  {STAR 


Earn  Bonus  Bucks!  For  every  classified  ad  purchase  of  $ 6.00  you  will  receive  '<i~  in 
Bonus  Bucks  to  apply  to  your  next  classified  ad  purchase . 

SAVE  THEM  UIfc!  Two  Bonus  Bucks  (*Q~)  are  goocLfor  one  classified  ad 

(25  words  or  less)  I 


VAIID  TO  DEC  31,82 


GET  FAST  RESULTS! 
ADVERTISE  IN  THE  STAR 

WHITEHORSE  STAR 
2149  2ND  AVE 

WHITEHORSE,  YUKON  Y1A  1C5 


WHITEHORSE:  (Top)  Westmark  Klondike  Inn  $10.00  Bill,  150mm  by  69mm. 
(Bottom)  Whitehorse  Star  (newspaper)  Classified  Bonus  Bucks  ($3). 
Black  on  gray-green,  157mm  by  79mm. 
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OFFICIAL  ALASKA  STATE  MEDALS 


Starting  in  1989,  the  State  of  Alaska  authorized  the  minting  of  official  state 
medals.  The  state  did  not  mint  them,  design  them  or  sell  them.  They  sat  back  and 
waited  for  the  huge  royalty  check  to  roll  in  as  promised  by  the  accepted  proposal.  In 
the  first  three  years,  the  program  was  not  a  screaming  success.  Royalties  paid  to  the 
state  were  modest.  The  contractor  during  these  first  three  years  was  Alaska  Precious 
Metals.  In  1991,  Alaska  Precious  Metals  filed  for  bankruptcy.  The  program  was  taken 
over  in  1992  by  the  Anchorage  Mint,  now  known  as  the  Alaska  Mint. 

The  first  three  years  of  the  program  were  marked  by  poor  designs  and  marginal  die 
engraving.  While  the  designs  may  have  looked  good  on  paper,  only  one  translated  into 
an  attractive  medal  -  the  1989  gold  with  an  Inuit  (Eskimo) .  Product  quality  was  also 
a  problem,  especially  for  the  1990  one  ounce  silver,  with  many  produced  with  a 
"railroad”  rim  (the  blank  only  partially  enclosed  in  the  collar,  giving  only  partial 
reeding) . 

The  1992  medal  is  far  superior  to  any  of  the  previous  designs.  The  bold  eagle  design 
is  well  executed.  The  illustrations  we  have  seen  of  the  1993  "Wolf"  medal  are  also 
excellent,  and  this  is  sure  to  be  a  popular  issue  (with  a  little  help  from  the  wolf 
controversy) . 

"Proof"  versions  of  the  one  ounce  silver  and  gold  medals  were  also  made.  In  the  first 
three  years,  there  was  very  little  difference  in  the  quality  of  the  first  business 
strikes  and  the  proofs.  The  difference  is  greater  on  the  1992  issue,  but  not  as 
marked  as  one  would  hope  for.  The  Alaska  Mint  did  use  a  different  reverse  die  on  the 
proof,  so  if  not  by  quality  alone,  the  two  can  be  differentiated. 

The  mintages  below  will  give  you  an  idea  of  the  relative  scarcity  of  each  medal. 


Size/inetal 

1989 

1990 

1991 

1992* 

Design  - 

Polar  Bear 

Walrus 

Salmon 

Eagle 

1/10  silver 

1934 

1600 

100 

1/4  silver 

1287 

1100 

750 

1/2  silver 

1932 

1300 

0 

1  ounce  silver 

9085 

9166 

3500 

1  ounce  proof 

1700 

1250 

3000 

Design  - 

Inuit 

Puffin 

Eagle 

1/10  gold 

217 

120 

120 

1/4  gold 

103 

0 

0 

1/2  gold 

49 

0 

7 

1  ounce  gold 

161 

25 

20 

1  ounce  proof 

71 

17 

0 

*  Approximate  as  of  December,  1992. 

There  is  some  question  if  there  were  a  total  of  42  (uncirculated  and  proof)  1  ounce 
gold  struck  in  1990.  No  mintage  figures  have  been  released  for  1991,  and  it  appears 
that  there  were  no  gold  struck. 

We  have  most  of  the  uncirculated  silver  in  stock.  Our  price  list  is  on  the  next  page. 
The  1993  "Wolf"  will  be  available  shortly.  We  are  now  accepting  orders  for  the  one 
ounce  silver.  Watch  future  issues  of  ATC&PN  for  information  on  ordering  the  other 
sizes  (1  oz .  silver  proof  and  1/4  oz .  silver,  1/10  and  1  oz .  gold),  hopefully  by  March 
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STATE  OF  ALASKA  MEDALS 


ORDER  BLANK 


Limited  to  stock  on  hand.  Prices  subject  to  change  without  notice 


1989  1/10  OUNCE  SILVER  @  $8.00  EACH 


1989  1/4  &  1/2  OUNCE  SILVER 


•WANTED  TO  BUY- 


1989  1  OUNCE  SILVER  @  $30.00  EACH 


1989  1/10  OUNCE  GOLD  @  $145.00  EACH  (LIMIT  1) 


1989  1  OUNCE  GOLD 


■WANTED  TO  BUY 


1990  1  OUNCE  SILVER  @  $25.00  EACH 


1990  1  OUNCE  SILVER,  "RAILROAD  RIM"  @  $25.00  EACH 


1990  SET:  1/10,  1/4,  1/2  &  1  OZ.  @  $45.00 


1990  1/10  OUNCE  GOLD  @  $145.00  EACH 


1990  1  OUNCE  GOLD 


•WANTED  TO  BUY- 


1991  1  OUNCE  SILVER  @  $25.00  EACH 


1991  SET:  1/10,  1/4,  1/2  &  1  OZ  .  @  $45.00 


1992  1/10  OUNCE  SILVER  @  $10.00  EACH 


1992  1/4  OUNCE  SILVER  @  $12.00  EACH 


1992  1  OUNCE  SILVER  @  $20.00 


1992  ]  OUNCE  SILVER  PROOF  @  $30.00 


1992  1/10  OUNCE  GOLD  @  $100.00 


1992  1/2  OUNCE  GOLD 


•WANTED  TO  BUY- 


1992  1  OUNCE  GOLD  @  $550.00 


1993  1  OUNCE  SILVER  @  $14.50  EACH  - 

POSTAGE  AND  INSURANCE 


TOTAL  ENCLOSED 


PLEASE  SEND  TO: 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


2  .  50 


SEND  ORDERS  TO:  Alaska  Rare  Coin  Invest 

men t  s ,  P.O.  BOX  72832,  FAIRBANKS,  AK  99707  . 


1  1 


SKAGWAY  DAYS  OF  '98,  WHITE  EASS  DANCE  HALL  MONEY 


A  nice  assortment  of  13  different 
your  order  blank. 


varieties.  Most  only  one  in  stock.  Use  this  page 


<-  »r<n 


a 


Scene  1:  Mail  Day  Scene  3:  Skagway  harbor 

Scene  2:  Soapy  Smith  on  horse  Scene  4:  Soapy  Smith  at  bar. 

Underprints  -  #1:  vertical  wavy,  National  Safety  Paper 

#2 :  horizontal  wavy,  National  Safety  Paper 
#3:  straight  horizontal,  Exchange  Safety  Paper 
#4:  interlocking.  Safety  Paper 
#5:  vertical  wavy.  Bankers  Safety  Paper 


All  have  similar  front  printed  in  blue  of  varying  shades.  Scenes  printed  in  black.  The 
last  color  mentioned  is  the  color  of  the  printing  on  the  side  with  the  scene. 


$5  Scene  1.  Green  paper,  underprint  #1 .  Red. 

$5  Scene  1.  Green  paper,  underprint  #1.  Reddish  orange. 
$5  Scene  1.  Pink  paper,  underprint  #2.  Reddish  orange. 
$5  Scene  1.  Light  brown  paper,  no  underprint.  Green. 

$5  Scene  2.  Green  paper,  underprint  #3.  Orange. 

$5  Scene  4.  Green  paper,  underprint  #3.  Orange. 

$10  Scene  3.  Light  tan  paper,  underprint  #4.  Orange. 
$10  Scene  4.  Pale  pink  paper,  underprint  #1.  Red. 

$10  Scene  4.  Pale  pink  paper,  underprint  #2.  Red. 

$10  Scene  4.  Pale  green  paper,  underprint  #1.  Red. 

$10  Scene  4.  Blue  paper,  no  underprint.  Green. 

$20  Scene  2.  Light,  gray  paper,  no  underprint.  Green. 
$20  Scene  3.  Light  brown  paper,  underprint  #5 .  Orange. 


@  $35.00 
@  $35.00 
@  $20.00 
@  $18.00 
<a  $35.00 
@  $35.00 
@  $35.00 
@  $35.00 
<a  $35.00 
@  $30.00 
<a  $35.00 
@  $30.00 
<a  $35.00 


SEND  ORDERS  TO: 


CHENA  VENTURES , 


P.0.  BOX  80589,  FAIRBANKS,  ALASKA  99708 


cjCTOR 

A  P  f  T  .  DA  70 


Cr 


POLAR  NUMISMATIST 

A.R.C.I.  •  P.0.  Box  72832,  Fairbanks,  Alaska  99707  •  (907)  452-6461  •  Subscription  $10. 00/year 


VOLUME  XV,  NUMBER  3 


MARCH,  1993. 


MSSFAKSSJ 


As  luck  would  have  it,  four  days  after  we  mailed  the  February  issue, 
the  final  mintages  came  in  on  the  1992  official  Alaska  medals.  There 
are  some  increases,  as  it  appears  the  reported  low  mintages  prompted 
last  minute  orders.  These  mintages  can  be  found  on  page  15.  Prices 
quoted  in  last  month's  issue  are  still  in  effect. 


As  expected,  the  1993  "Wolf"  medals  have 
arrived.  We  received  our  first  shipment  of  50, 
and  then  a  second  shipment  of  150.  Surprise!  The 
first  fifty  were  struck  with  a  plain  edge,  while 
the  rest  had  a  reeded  edge.  We  do  not  have  any 
mintage  figures  on  the  plain  edge,  but  it  will  be 
a  small  portion  of  the  total  mintage.  These  are 
available  while  they  last  for  $20  each.  There  is 
a  similar  error  on  the  1989,  and  these  are  $40. 

The  Proof  version  of  the  "Wolf"  medal  has  also 
arrived.  The  major  difference  between  these  and 
the  "proof-like"  medals  is  that  the  edge  is 
hallmarked  with  the  mint  name  and  they  are  serial 
$24.95,  and  come  in  a  display  box. 


numbered.  These  are 


The  1993  Iditarod  medals  are  also  now  available. 
The  limited  mintage  has  been  raised  from  2,000  to 
5,000,  and  this  increase  is  found  in  the  mintage 
statement  on  the  reverse.  We  were  only  able  to 
obtain  25  singles,  as  the  Rotary  Club  in  Anchor¬ 
age  has  committed  to  the  balance  of  the  issue. 
These  are  available  for  $35. 

We  also  ordered  the  remaining  available  1990 
Iditarod  (152  of  2,000),  and  25  each  of  the  1991 
and  1992.  These  were  produced  at  the  same  time 
as  the  1993  medals.  These  were  to  have  the 
limited  to  2,000  statement  on  the  reverse.  When 
the  mint  was  finished  striking  the  1993  medals, 
they  failed  to  change  the  reverse  die,  so  all 
that  we  received  have  the  1993  statement  limiting 
the  mintage  to  5,000.  The  mint's  agent  in 
Anchorage  was  not  amused  when  we  reported  this  to 
him.  He  has  promised  a  letter  stating  that  only 
152  of  the  1990,  and  25  each  of  the  1991  and  1992 
medals  were  struck  with  the  incorrect  statement. 

(continued  on  page  15) 


North  of  60° 


South  of  50° 


EDITORIAL. 

Here  is  one  of  the  largest  newsletters  we 
have  ever  done  -  11  pages.  Mostly  ads, 
but  some  as  informative  as  they  are 
advertising. 

A  letter  confirming  the  Iditarod  errors  is 
on  page  16.  We  also  thought  we  would  be 
limited  on  the  number  of  1993* s  we  could 
get  but  it  seems  the  Rotary's  sales  are 
not  good,  and  more  will  be  available,  thus 
the  price  reduction  on  the  order  blank. 

The  Alaskana  lots  for  our  auction  March 
27th  are  also  enclosed  in  this  issue. 

There  is  one  lot  to  which  I  would  like  to 
call  your  attention.  As  I  am  writing  this 
before  we  have  assigned  lot  numbers,  I  can¬ 
not  tell  you  the  number.  It  is  the  lot  of 
Alaska  &  Yukon  Paper  Items.  Most  of  these 
were  sent  to  ATC&PN  as  items  "For  the  Re¬ 
cord"  or  for  "Paper  Potpourri".  We  do  not 
personally  collect  much  of  this  (I  do 
collect  the  Yukon  material  myself!).  Be¬ 
cause  it  was  given  to  us,  I  cannot  justify 
selling  it,  and  thus  make  a  profit  on  a 
gift.  In  the  past,  we  have  passed  some  on 
to  other  collectors.  But  this  time,  we 
thought  we  would  do  some  good  with  it. 
Love  INC  (Love  in  the  name  of  Christ)  is  a 
local  agency  providing  assistance  for  peo¬ 
ple  that  fall  through  the  cracks  and  can¬ 
not  get  assistance  from  other  agencies, 
government  or  private.  They  do  good  work 
here  in  Fairbanks  without  public  (govern¬ 
ment)  money.  They  run  completely  on  pri¬ 
vate  donations  of  money  and  time.  There¬ 
fore,  100%  of  the  price  realized  from  this 
lot  will  be  donated  to  Love  INC.  If  you 
saw  a  piece  of  collectible  paper  in  ATC&PN 
in  the  last  year  or  so,  it  could  very  well 
be  in  this  lot!  Please  bid  liberally. 


Alaskan  Token  Collector  &  Polar  Numisma¬ 
tist,  published  10  times  per  year,  is  a 
publication  of  Alaska  Rare  Coin  Invest¬ 
ments.  All  articles  remain  the  property  of 
the  authors  and  may  not  be  reprinted 
without  their  consent. 


Editor  -  Dick  Hanscom 
Associate  Editor  -  Jerry  Cleworth 
Kenai  Peninsula  Correspon.  -  Kurtis  Hawk 
Canadian  Correspondent  -  Jerry  Remick 
Yukon  Correspondent  -  Jim  Robb 
Scandinavian  Corr.-  Jurgen  S^mod 


Les  Hill  sent  in  the  above,  with  a  quote 
from  a  book  about  the  Stikine  region. 

"to  locate  George  Engelmann,  an  old 
wolfer,  seventy-four,  who  is  note¬ 
worthy  because  he  got  seven  wolves 
on  Etolin  Island  last  year." 

Could  the  ETO  on  the  tag  refer  to  Etolin  Is¬ 
land?  And  what  does  the  MTO  (or  MTC)  refer 
to?  Is  this  a  license  to  own  a  wolf  (proba¬ 
bly  unlikely),  or  a  tag  that  had  to  be  pur¬ 
chased  before  you  could  hunt  or  trap  a  wolf 
and  then  use  it  to  tag  the  pelt? 

Any  input  would  be  appreciated. 


NEW  GREENLAND  TOKEN 


Reports  of  new  tokens  from  Greenland  are 
very  infrequent.  The  above  was  in  Jerry 
Schimmel's  recent  mail  bid  sale  where  it 
was  grouped  with  another  Greenland  token 
already  reported. 

It  is  for  the  Nan-Grill.  It  is  brass,  26mm, 
with  the  same  design  on  both  sides.  20 
Kroner  is  equivalent  to  approximately  $3.20 
US.  Nanortalik  is  the  district  center  for 
Greenland's  most  southerly  district,  on  the 
southwest  coast,  just  north  of  60°. 


Subscription  Rates: 

US  &  Canada  $10  per  year 

Elsewhere  $20  per  year 

Collector's  Advertising  Rates: 

1  page  -  $15  1/2  page  -  $8 

1/4  page  -  $5 

1/5  page,  business  card  size  -  $15  for  5 
months . 

Classified  ads:  50  H line  (42  characters) 
Commercial  Advertisers,  write  for  rates. 
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February  24,  1993 


Jerry  Cleworth 
Alaska  Rare  Coin 
551  Second  Avenue 
Fairbanks,  AK  99701 


Dear  Jerry, 

This  letter  is  to  verify  that  an  error  in  mintage  was  made 
on  some  of  the  Iditarod  Limited  Edition  Coins  that  you 
received . 

The  years  1990,  1991  and  1992  should  read  a  total  Limited 
Edition  of  2,000.  Instead,  you  received  several  with  a 
quantity  of  5,000  as  is  the  true  L.E.  amount  for  the  1993 
coin.  The  quantities  that  contain  the  error  involved  are  as 
follows : 


152  ea- 1990 
25  ea- 1991 
25  ea- 1992 


Sincerely , 


Gary  Hedberg 

Vice  President  and  General  Manager 


cc :  Iditarod  Trail  Committee 


237  E.  Fireweed  Lane 
Suite  301 

Anchorage,  Alaska  99503 


P.O.  Box  140128 
Anchorage,  AK  99514 


(907)  272-5611 
FAX:  (907)  258-5887 


AParpoc^gjOF^ 

•  BROCHURES  •CERTIFICATES - 

•  POSTCARDS»6QOKL&TS  - 
•TOKENS  •PHOTQS*CH£CKS* 

•  MAPS#£SKIAAO  oqll- 

•  ESKIMO  ART!  FACTS  - 

•  M£NUeS*600KS*AYPE  - 

•  M  A6AZI KJ  £  S  •  LETTERS  - 

•  LU6GAGS  STICKERS  - 

•  ALASKA  PfcEl  GMTER  SLEP  - 

•PRIMITIVE  UAMP  CARVED 
VAJooden  GOLD  SCALE  - 

•  STEREOVIEW  Q  rv\op-& 

ITEMS  DAr/M&fFOM  {890 
Small  sampling  opposite  side 

Neat  olde  Alaska.  items  on  Sale 

Send  for  your  FREE  detailed 
listings  and  price  sheets. 

100 /T Remember- When  you  snooze  you  lose. 

Fill  Out  Coupon  Below  and  send  to:  BOB  MAJNI  •  BOX  16  •  MACEDONIA,  OHIO  USA  44056 

PHONE:  (216)  425-7832  •  FAX:  (216)  963-7160 

T  308-PL£AS£S£A/D  FP&& DGm/LFD  L/ST/A/GS  AA/£>  P/Z/CF . ...  1 

|  PLEASE  PRINT  | 

I  I 

■  Name _ _ _ _ _  . 

■  Street  ■ 

I  Address _ : _ _ _  I 


State 

City  _  or  Province 


Zip  or  . 

Postal  Code  _  Country  _ _ _  I 

Phone -  Fax - -  I 

L- - - - J 


THE  ALASKA  RAll/ 


YUKON  ROUTE 


AUCTION  BRIDGE 

I  A  1  1  ST  SCORING 


THEY 


tMTll 


U.S.OEPARTMENT  OF  THE  'NTEFlO^ 

THE  ALASKA  RAILROAD 

Mi  McKinley  Park  IVou  +  e 


ALASKA 


For  •ale  by 

KELLER  DRUG  CO 

SKAGWAY 


rWX€E  RITKET  TO  NKAGWAY 


BEAL  PHOTOGRAPHS 
FOR  YOUR  KODAK  ALBUM 


Price  50  Cents 


Publish t O  ro«  NUGGET  SHOP,  JUNEAU  ALASKA 
BY  SCENIC  PHOTO  PUBLISHING  CO  SEATTLE,  WASH 


ARCTIC 


an 

alask 

TOU 


®5?' -t;c'APC?AlV'ST<IGK'.  *73O.°O0T<M) 


giS&sJteA 


Glacier  a 
Natior 


CIRCLE 


[fcHaet 


|Iatlit‘i  itiU’r 

A  L AS K A 


By  Boggled  Mail  from  Ruby 


Muvi  i(n 

AUKSwg® 


A. S.Koo9tlor 
T3  b .  Y .  .Front  i»e 
Portl  an  1 

Uro^on 


fo  ihi  lutul  of thi 
>*udniq(it  sun 

>N  i  g  3T 


() Jfintil  Organ  of  ihr  I  Vunrrra  of  Ala\l(a 

to  !*»  jAmk  V  IL  I'tomi  V  <4I*4* 

•nJ  (L  '•»  7 

AmjiiBt,  Nliirlrrn  (Biurtili)  3l|rrr 


ItMDOFGOlD 


[ALASKA  FOR  SALE  3 


s&r  oppos>/r£ s/a p . . 


ALASKA  RARE  COIN  INVESTMENTS 
P.O.  BOX  72832  —  331  SECOND  AYE . 

FAIRBANKS „  ALASKA  99707 
(907)  452-6461 

AUCTION:  TO  BE  HELD  AT  7:00,  MARCH  27th  IN  FAIRBANKS.  These  are  just  the 
items.  If  you  want  a  complete  listing,  please  call  or  write.  Send  bids  to  the 
above.  Phone  bids  may  be  called  in  between  10AM  and  5PM  Alaska  time,  Monday 
Saturday . 

214  ALASKA  TOKEN:  Fairbanks,  Pioneer  Hotel,  Good  for  5  cents  in  trade  (B~35al). 

Also,  U.S.  Customs  bag  seal,  marked  "USC/in  transit/baggage/Eagle/Alaska/ 
166.  Quite  an  interesting  piece. 

215  FAIRBANKS:  Days  of  98  carnival  scrip,  $1  and  $20.  Sponsored  by  the  Amer¬ 

ican  Legion  in  1938,  these  are  the  only  two  that  we  have  ever  seen.  Paper 
items  are  much  more  fragile  than  tokens,  and  items  like  these  just  seem 
not  to  be  saved.  Green  on  pink  and  green  on  yellow,  respectively.  The 
condition  appears  to  be  as  issued.  Two  pieces. 

216  ELONGATED  CENTS:  Six  elongated  cents  by  Bert  Samsa  of  Fairbanks;  Golden 

Days  Drags,  1984  (1  of  500);  Golden  Days,  1984  (1  of  500);  Alaska  State 
Fair,  1984;  50th  Anniversary  of  the  Fairbanks  Curling  Club,  1985;  Tanana 
Valley  State  Fair,  1985;  Gold  Panner.  All  on  1959  cents  except  the  T.V. 

S.F.  is  on  a  1985. 

217  ALASKAN  MEDALS:  Fairbanks  1959  trade  dollar  struck  in  bronze  in  1965.  Also 

Homer  Museum  (Purchase)  Centennial  Souvenir,  1967  in  sterling  silver. 

218  ALASKAN  MEDALS:  Fairbanks:  Pioneer  Memorial  Park,  "A-67".  Fairbanks  was 

the  official  site  for  the  centennial  celebration  of  the  purchase  of  Alaska 
from  Russia.  These  medals  commemorate  the  centennial  and  the  park  that 
has  become  known  as  Alaskaland.  Issued  in  sterling  silver  and  bronze, 
we  offer  here  four  matched  number  sets,  eight  pieces  total. 

219  Official  Alaska  1/10  oz.  Silver  Medal,  1989.  This  was  the  first  year  of 

the  medal  program  (House  Bill  10)  and  the  winning  design  was  Doug  Lind- 
strand's  polar  bear  on  ice.  Only  1,934  were  struck.  For  a  brief  period, 
Alaska  Precious  Metals  also  had  some  special  bezels  made  for  these  in 
two  styles,  rope  and  teardrop.  They  quit  making  these  after  a  short  time. 
This  medal  is  in  the  original  rope  bezel  which  is  very  nicely  done  and 
a  neat  part  of  the  history  of  the  first  year  of  the  program. 

220  FAIRBANKS:  Six  different  checks  on  the  First  National  Bank  of  Fairbanks 

from  the  30 ’ s  and  40 ' s .  Interesting  assortment. 

221  ALASKA  &  YUKON  PAPER  ITEMS:  Over  the  years,  many  people  have  sent  in  many 

items  to  be  included  in  our  newsletter,  Alaskan  Token  Collector  &  Polar 
Numismatist.  We  really  appreciate  this  input,  but  have  ended  up  with  an 
envelope  of  neat  material  that  we,  in  good  conscience,  cannot  sell.  Well, 
we  hit  upon  a  solution  to  this  problem.  100%  of  the  price  realized  from 
this  lot  will  go  to  Love  In  the  Name  of  Christ  (Love  INC),  a  charitable 
organization  that  is  totally  contribution  supported  that  works  with  the 
people  that  fall  through  the  cracks  of  all  the  government  agencies  and 
social  service  organizations.  Currently,  this  lot  is  comprised  of  55 
items,  with  some  duplication.  If  more  come  in  before  the  auction,  this 
will  also  be  added!  Includes  advertising  scrip,  percent  off  coupons, 
money  off  coupons  (the  coupons  are  not  the  clip  from  the  newspaper  type), 
Denali  bus  tickets,  "punch  or  premium"  cards,  etc.  Surely  to  please  the 
collector  of  pseudo-numismatic  material.  Probably  about  50/50,  Alaska  and 
Yukon.  Easily  worth  $100  or  more,  bid  liberally  with  the  knowledge  that 
the  money  will  go  to  a  good  cause! 

222  Stereoview  Cards:  Two  cards  showing  Dawson,  Yukon.  The  first  is  titled 

"Street  in  Dawson  City,  Klondike",  in  black  and  white.  The  second  is 
titled  "View  down  Front  St.,  Dawson  City,  Alaska".  This  one  is  in  color. 
Neither  are  real  photo  cards.  Two  nice  cards  for  the  Yukon  collector. 
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Alaska  Book:  The  Chicago  Record's  Book  for  Gold  Seekers,  a  reprint,  but 
not  of  the  entire  original.  Paper  bound,  with  ads  for  White's  Electron¬ 
ics  Metal  Detectors.  We  have  sold  White's  for  18  years,  and  have  never 
seen  the  ones  pictured  in  these  ads!  Also,  Seattle  Fur  Exchange  date 
book  for  1929.  The  leather  cover  has  a  map  of  Alaska.  Inside  is  general 
information,  information  on  fur  sales,  and  color  maps.  Neat  lot.  25.00+ 

Dawson,  Y.T.  advertising  cards  for  "Dirty  Dog  Saloon,  Billey,  The  PUG, 

Prop."  Set  of  two,  black  on  yellow  and  black  on  pink.  The  back  of  the 
pink  card  has  a  risque  story,  while  the  yellow  an  interesting  poem. 

These  are  probably  novelty  items,  and  not  truly  an  advertising  card. 

Also  included  are  two  collectors  cards  from  the  Sergeant  Preston  series: 

Customs  Post  on  the  Chilkoot  Pass"  (#30)  and  "King  to  the  Rescue  (#24) . 

An  interesting  lot  of  four  cards.  30.00+ 

Alaska  Gold  Stamps.  Stamp  saving  booklet  with  one  full  page  of  stamps  (24). 

Stamps  are  printed  goldish  yellow  on  white,  booklet  is  goldish  yellow  on 
off-white.  Inside  lists  locations  giving  out  the  stamps,  all  in  Anchorage. 

An  interesting  collectible.  10.00+ 

Midnight  Sun  Beer  Label,  The  Pioneer  Brewing  Co.,  Inc.,  Fairbanks,  Alaska. 

Very  nice,  multi-colored  label  with  the  midnight  sun,  and  Pioneer  Brewing 
logo.  Also  included,  Courtesy  Card  of  the  Pioneer  Taxi  (B-T6III) .  A 
total  of  two  pieces  in  this  lot.  25.00 

The  Good  Luck  Bank  of  Alaska  Advertising  Note.  "Will  Pay  on  the  Point  of 
a  Pick  One  Thousand  Dollars  per  Day  Gold  Standard,  State  of  Excitement.” 

Back  is  an  advertisement  for  J.G.  &  B.S.  Ferguson,  Boston,  MA,  bakers. 

Very  popular.  Also  included  huge  "Black  Diamond  Certificate,  One  Hundred 
Cheechako  Bucks."  Three  folds  and  a  1/2  inch  tear  at  center.  2  pcs.  100.00 

Gent's  Gold  Nugget  and  Gold  Coin  Watchband.  This  band  was  originally 
made  by  "KW"  (Ken  Wharburton,  although  we  are  not  sure  of  the 
spelling)  which  was  a  manufacturer  some  years  ago.  The  back  is  10KT 
and  each  side  has  large,  chunky  overlay  with  $2  1/2  Indians.  One 
coin  is  set  with  the  obverse  out,  while  the  other  shows  the  reverse. 

This  has  been  restored  with  a  new  Speidel  expansion  band.  Retail 
originally  around  $1,800. 

Lady's  14KT  Bracelet.  7.25  inches  long.  Each  link  is  oval  in  shape 
with  the  top  diamond  cut  giving  it  a  very  sparkly  look,  as  if  it  had 
diamonds.  Used,  but  shows  no  wear.  Retail  was  about  $200.  5.9  grams 
total  weight. 

Gent's  Cuff  Links.  Ivory  with  small  center  nuggets.  Excellent  shape. 

New,  about  $60. 

Gold  Charms.  Small  Billiken  made  by  J.L.  Houston  in  10KT.  Also,  a 
skier  in  14KT,  also  by  JLH.  Both  are  new  and  originally  from  the 
inventory  in  Heinz  Borchard's  estate.  These  currently  retail  for  $288. 

Wholesale  is  about...  150.00 

Miscellaneous  Charms.  Sterling  include  an  Alaskan  oil  derrick  and  a  wagon. 

Three  others  are  sterling  with  gold  plate,  showing  the  Constitution,  a 
name  tag  (blank)  and  a  lottery  disc.  Four  other  charms  are  gold  filled 
or  other  base  metals  showing  two  discs  and  two  hearts.  New,  these  were 
about  $75.  35.00 

Large  Size  Silver  Certificate,  1923,  VG.  This  is  the  last  of  the  large 
size  bills  before  they  were  changed  to  the  current  size.  Also,  three 
Alaskan  medals:  Fairbanks  1959  trade  dollar;  Sitka  1963  trade  dollar; 
and  a  1976  American  Revolution  Bicentennial  medal  from  Homer.  Finally, 
a  cacheted  cover  for  the  Third  Annual  Iditarod  Sled  Dog  Race  from  1974, 
slightly  wrinkled.  A  total  of  5  items.  40.00 
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PRODUCED  BY  CARLSON  ft  ASSOCIATES  ADVERTISING  LTD.  •  (4031 486-1067 


Price:  $1.00*  ‘Proceed*  to  Rendezvous  '92  Celebration* 


NORTHERN  PETROLEUM  GAS  SAVER,  booklet  with  23  identicle  $2  off  coupons 
good  on  the  Alaska  Highway.  Printed  in  blue  and  black  on  white,  147  by 
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SCRIMSHAWED  WALRUS  TUSKS 


We  have  been  very  fortunate  this  winter  to  purchase  a  number  of  scrimshawed  walrus 
tusks  by  Alaskan  artist  John  Bailey.  Mr.  Bailey  does  three  basic  scenes  as 
illustrated  below.  These  tusks  range  in  size  from  11  inches  to  25  inches.  Prices 
range  from  $200  to  $450. 


Walrus  use  their  tusks  for  digging.  Tusks  can  chip  or  even  break.  Some  of  the  pieces 
below  have  been  "reshaped"  to  eliminate  this  natural  damage.  The  artist  has  finished 
it  off  so  that  the  damaged  portion  has  been  removed,  leaving  a  solid  piece  of  ivory. 
This  is  very  common,  especially  on  longer  tusks  where  the  central  core  will  show 
through  the  surface.  These  will  be  noted  as  "reshaped"  or  with  the  simple  explana¬ 
tion  that  the  central  core  appears  somewhere  on  the  tusk.  When  the  central  core  does 
show,  it  is  on  the  opposite  side  from  the  scrim  and  is  not  visible  when  the  tusk  is 
displayed.  Really,  I  am  making  more  of  this  than  I  should,  but  I  want  you  to  have  a 
good  idea  of  what  you  will  receive. 


Since  each  piece  is  unique,  it  is  quite  impossible  to  give  a  complete  description. 
Below  are  9  pieces  with  design,  length  and  any  obvious  defects.  Bear  in  mind  that 
the  scrim  on  these  tusks  will  not  be  exactly  like  those  illustrated.  All  have  had  the 
root  end  of  the  tusk  capped,  most  with  whale  baleen,  some  with  bone. 
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You  may  order  with  confidence.  We  grant  a  full  seven  day  return  privilege.  Your  only 
risk  is  the  return  postage  and  insurance. 


ORDERS  MAY  BE  SENT  TO  ARCI ,  P.0.  BOX  72832,  FAIRBANKS,  AK  99707,  OR  CALL  907-452-6461. 
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MARCH  1993  ATC&PN  —  ORDER  BLANK 

Limited  to  stock  on  hand.  Prices  subject  to  change  without  notice 

-  1993  STATE  OF  ALASKA  MEDAL  a  $14.50  -  - 

-  1993  STATE  OF  ALASKA  MEDAL  WITH  PLAIN  EDGE  a  $20.00  —  _ 

-  1993  STATE  OF  ALASKA  MEDAL,  PROOF,  a  $24.95  -  - 

-  1990  IDITAROD  ERROR  WITH  5,000  REVERSE  a$40.00  -  - 

-  1993  IDITAROD  MEDAL  a  $29.00  (REDUCED)  -  - 

-  1990-1993  IDITAROD  MEDAL  SET  OF  4:  1990-1992  WITH  ERROR 

(5,000)  REVERSE  a  $200.00  -  - 

-  1993  YUKON  QUEST  1  OZ.  MEDAL  a  $29.00  - - 

STATE  OF  ALASKA  MEDALS 

-  1989  1/10  OUNCE  SILVER  a  $8.00  EACH - - 

-  1989  1/4  &  1/2  OUNCE  SILVER - WANTED  TO  BUY - 

_  1989  1  OUNCE  SILVER  a  $30.00  EACH - - 

-  1989  1  OUNCE  SILVER,  PLAIN  EDGE  a  $40.00  EACH  -  - 

-  1989  1/10  OUNCE  GOLD  a  $145.00  EACH  (LIMIT  1)  -  - 

-  1989  1  OUNCE  GOLD - WANTED  TO  BUY - 

-  1990  1  OUNCE  SILVER  a  $25.00  EACH - - 

-  1990  1  OUNCE  SILVER,  "RAILROAD  RIM"  a  $25,00  EACH  -  - 

-  1990  SET:  1/10,  1/4,  1/2  8  1  OZ.  a  $45.00  - - 

_  1990  1/10  OUNCE  GOLD  a  $145,00  EACH - - 

-  1990  1  OUNCE  GOLD - WANTED  TO  BUY - 

_  1991  1  OUNCE  SILVER  a  $25.00  EACH - - 

-  1991  SET:  1/10,  1/4,  1/2  &  1  OZ.  a  $45.00  - - 

_  1992  1/10  OUNCE  SILVER  a  $10.00  EACH - - 

_  1992  1/4  OUNCE  SILVER  a  $12.00  EACH - - 

_  1992  1  OUNCE  SILVER  a  $20,00  - - 

_  1992  1  OUNCE  SILVER  PROOF  a  $30.00  -  - 

_  1992  1/10  OUNCE  GOLD  a  $100.00  - - 

-  1992  1/2  OUNCE  GOLD - WANTED  TO  BUY - 

-  1992  1  OUNCE  GOLD - WANTED  TO  BUY - 

POSTAGE  AND  INSURANCE  -  - 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED - - 

PLEASE  SEND  TO: 

NAME _ ADDRESS _ 

CITY _ STATE _ ZIP _ 


SEND  ORDERS  TO:  ARCI,  P.O.  BOX  72832,  FAIRBANKS,  AK  99707. 
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The  highway  was  closed  for  six  hours  after  a  Black  Brant  rocket 
carrying  a  payload  to  study  the  aurora  exploded  on  lift  off.  The 
debris  was  scattered  over  a  large  area,  including  three  miles  of 
highway.  Launch  personal  were  not  injured,  protected  in  the  block 
house.  NASA  scientist  speculated  that  the  first  stage  rocket  motor 
exploded  about  two  seconds  after  lift  off.  The  payload  was  valued  at 
between  $1  and  $5  million  dollars. 


Most  people  will  read  this  introduction,  and  assume  that  this  mishap 
occurred  in  Florida  or  California.  In  fact,  the  launch  took  place  at 
the  Poker  Flat  Research  Range,  35  miles  north  of  Fairbanks,  at  mile 
30  on  the  Steese  Highway. 

It  will  come  as  a  surprise  to  many  that  the  Poker  Flat  Research  Range 
is  24  years  old,  and  the  only  University  operated  launch  facility  in 
the  United  States.  It  is  owned  and  operated  by  the  Geophysical  Insti¬ 
tute  of  the  University  of  Alaska  at  Fairbanks.  Since  1969,  over  246 
major  high  altitude  rocket  experiments  have  been  launched,  as  well  as 
over  1,400  meteorological  rocket  launchings. 

A  medal  was  issued  to  commemorated  the  75th  anniversary  of  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Alaska.  The  Elvey  Building  with  the  Synthetic  Aperture  Radar 
dish  overlooks  the  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  with  the  aurora 
slashing  across  the  sky. 

So  you  have  finally  decided  to  visit  Alaska.  You  arrive  in  Fairbanks 
and  are  tired,  so  you  relax  in  your  hotel  room,  and  settle  down  to 
watch  some  television.  All  of  a  sudden,  you  are  facing  Capt .  Jean- 
Luc  Picard  (Patrick  Stewart  of  "Star  Trek:  the  Next  Generation") 
hyping  a  long  distance  telephone  service.  How  inappropriate,  you 
think.  Not  so!  Alascom  has  had  two  satellites,  Aurora  I  and  Aurora 
II  . 

Aurora  I  was  launched  on  October  28,  1982  from  Cape  Canaveral, 
Florida  atop  a  McDonnell  Douglas  Delta  3924  rocket.  It  was  place  in  a 
permanent  geosynchronous  orbit  22,300  miles  above  the  equator  due 
south  of  the  Alaska-Canada  border.  Lifespan  was  expected  to  be  about 

(continued  on  page  26) 


North  of  60° 


South  of  50° 


EDITORIAL 

Spring  seems  to  be  coming  early  here,  but 
we  know  it  is  just  a  cruel  joke!  But  who 
knows,  after  last  year's  May  and  Septem¬ 
ber,  the  worst  on  record,  maybe  we'll  get 
a  break! 

Mail  bidder  participation  in  our  recent 
auction  on  the  Alaskan  section  was  a  dis¬ 
appointment.  As  you  will  not,  there  were 
many  good  buys,  and  some  serious  bid  re¬ 
ductions.  Most  disappointing  was  the  lot 
of  Alaskan  and  Yukon  paper  items .  There 
were  no  mail  bids  on  this  lot,  and  it  sold 
to  a  floor  bidder  for  only  $20.  We  hope 
that  more  of  you  will  participate  in  our 
October  auction. 

This  was  a  fun  issue  to  put  together. 
Along  with  the  information  we  always  bring 
you,  this  month  offers  a  few  items  for 
sale  that  I  think  you  will  really  enjoy, 
like  the  book  in  the  next  column!  And  it 
is  the  time  for  all  good  Catholics  to  come 
to  the  aid  of  your  editor  (a  nonCatholic), 
and  help  lighten  the  load  of  Papal  Visit 
packages!  Really,  these  are  weighing  down 
the  shelves  in  the  back  room! 

With  any  luck,  by  the  next  issue,  I  will 
report  summer  baseball  has  begun. 


Alaskan  Token  Collector  &  Polar  Numisma¬ 
tist,  published  10  times  per  year,  is  a 
publication  of  Alaska  Rare  Coin  Invest¬ 
ments.  All  articles  remain  the  property  of 
the  authors  and  may  not  be  reprinted 
without  their  consent. 


Editor  -  Dick  Hanscom 
Associate  Editor  -  Jerry  Cleworth 
Kenai  Peninsula  Correspon.  -  Kurtis  Hawk 
Canadian  Correspondent  -  Jerry  Remick 
Yukon  Correspondent  -  Jim  Robb 
Scandinavian  Corr.-  Jurgen  S/mod 

Subscription  Rates: 

US  &  Canada  $10  per  year 

Elsewhere  $20  per  year 

Collector's  Advertising  Rates: 

1  page  -  $15  1/2  page  -  $8 

1/4  page  -  $5 

1/5  page,  business  card  size  -  $15  for  5 
months . 

Classified  ads:  50  //line  (42  characters) 
Commercial  Advertisers,  write  for  rates. 


BOOK  REVIEW 

Tales  of  Alaska  and  the  Yukon,  compiled  by 
Frank  Oppel ,  1986.  Hard  bound,  469  pages. 

Rarely  do  I  pick  up  a  book  and  think,  "this 
thing  will  sell."  This  was  such  a  book. 

It  is  comprised  of  contemporary  articles 
about  Alaska  and  the  Yukon.  Dating  from 
1871  to  1910,  these  apparently  are  taken 
from  magazines  of  the  times.  If  you  have  a 
collection  of  Alaskan  articles  from  Harpers 
then  you  will  probably  find  some  of  them 
here.  It  is  unfortunate  that  they  are  not 
attributed  to  their  original  source.  Some¬ 
times  this  can  be  determined,  as  is  the 
case  with  the  second  article  in  the  book. 
"The  Great  River  of  Alaska"  was  published 
in  two  parts,  and  the  second  part  is  the 
title  page  for  Volume  XXX,  No.  6  of  The 
Century  Magazine.  The  Outing  magazine  is 
also  represented. 

There  are  articles  here  covering  the 
spectrum  that  is  Alaska.  Mining,  geography, 
whaling,  hunting,  fishing,  Indians,  Fur 
Seals,  Eskimos,  geology,  touring,  fiction, 
railroads,  coal....  the  list  could  go  on 
and  on.  Authors  include  Tappan  Adney, 
James  Kidder,  Alfred  Dunham,  Lucy  Washburn, 
Samuel  Moffett,  Jack  London,  Robert  Dunn 
and  Vilhjalmr  Stefansson. 

The  original  author's  name  is  given  when 
known,  and  the  articles  are  accompanied  by 
engravings,  photos  and  maps  that  were 
published  with  the  article. 

While  the  prose  may  not  be  flowing  and  also 
quite  dated,  these  articles  represent  what 
the  common  person  was  reading  about  Alaska 
and  the  Yukon  at  the  time. 

I  was  so  excited  by  this  find,  that  I  imme¬ 
diately  called  the  publisher  to  see  if  it 
was  still  in  print.  Fortunately  for  us,  it 
is,  and  we  are  awaiting  24  copies.  By  the 
time  you  receive  this  issue,  they  should  be 
in  stock  and  ready  to  ship.  A  great  value 
and  a  great  assortment  of  articles.  Even  if 
you  have  collected  the  originals,  this  is  a 
worthwhile  book  to  add  to  your  library.  You 
may  even  want  to  buy  early  for  Christmas. 

These  are  available  for  $15,  postpaid  by 
book  rate.  Please  use  the  order  blank  on 
the  last  page. 
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F X NAL  FRONT X ER „  cont . 


ten  years.  Unfortunately,  a  wobble  de¬ 
veloped,  and  its  orbit  was  not  as  perman¬ 
ent  as  planned.  It  went  out  of  service 
shortly  before  the  launch  of  Aurora  II. 

Aurora  II  was  propelled  into  space  on  May 
31,  1991  also  from  Cape  Canaveral.  The 
launch  vehicle  was  a  McDonnell  Douglas 
Delta  II  7925,  the  most  powerful  Delta  to 
date.  It  was  also  placed  in  a  geosynchro¬ 
nous  orbit. 

Medals  to  commemorate  both  satellites 
have  been  issued. 


The  Aurora  I  medal  shows  the  satellite 
with  it  solar  panels  deployed.  The 
reverse  has  Alascom's  logo.  It  is  known 
to  have  been  struck  with  at  least  three 
different  edges  (fine  or  medium  reeding, 
and  reeded  with  a  plain  portion).  This 
indicates  that  at  least  three  different 
orders  were  placed.  Struck  by  Tri-State 
Refiners  in  Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota, 
the  total  mintage  is  unknown. 


The  Aurora  II  medal  was  first  struck  in 
1991.  The  obverse  has  the  logo  design  of 
the  satellite.  The  reverse  carries  Alas¬ 
com's  logo,  along  with  the  dates  1971  - 
1991 ,  indicating  10  years  of  service  to 
"the  Last  Frontier". 

Both  medals  are  used  as  public  relations 
tools.  Some  are  used  for  presentation  as 
the  "Alascom  Iditarod  Halfway  Award". 
This  is  awarded  to  the  first  musher  to 
reach  the  halfway  point  in  the  Iditarod 


Sled  Dog  Race  from  Anchorage  to  Nome. 
This  year  the  $3,000  prize  consisted  of 
539  one  ounce  silver  medals.  That's  $5.57 
per  ounce.  Hm.  Silver  is  only  about  $3.65 
per  ounce! 

They  have  also  been  used  as  prizes  in  the 
Yukon  Quest  (a  1,000  mile  sled  dog  race 
from  Fairbanks  to  Whitehorse,  Yukon),  the 
Yukon  800  (an  800  mile  riverboat  race 
from  Fairbanks  to  Galena  and  back) ,  and 
the  Irondog  (a  snow  machine  race  along 
the  Iditarod  Trail). 

Alascom  is  one  of  two  long  distance 
carriers  in  the  state.  GCI  has  retal¬ 
iated  in  the  advertising  war,  claiming 
the  "Captain  has  gone  over  to  the  dark 
side."  So  far,  GCI  has  not  issued  a 
competing  medal. 

Finally,  if  the  Space  Shuttle  cannot  land 
in  Florida  or  California,  where  is  the 
third  option?  Rumor  has  it  that  it  was 
originally  Eielson  Air  Force  Base,  about 
26  miles  east  of  Fairbanks.  I  won't  say 
we  were  routing  for  a  diversion  to  Eiel¬ 
son,  but  it  sure  would  have  made  a  flashy 
medal ! 


PRICES  REALIZED 

Alaskan  items  in  our  auction  of  March  27. 
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NEW  Z  E ALAND  $  3  NOTE 


TWO  BOOKS 


Depicted  on  the  $5  note  from  New  Zealand  is  Sir  Edmund 
Hillary.  Hillary  is  best  known  as  the  first  person  to 
climb  Mt .  Everest.  Less  well  known  is  that  he  was  part  of 
the  first  crossing  of  the  Antarctic  continent  between 
1955  and  1958. 

The  expedition  leader  was  Sir  Vivian  Fuchs.  His  party  was 
to  cross  the  continent  from  the  Weddell  Sea  to  the  Ross 
Ice  Shelf,  via  the  South  Pole.  Hillary's  job  was  to  lay 
supply  depots  between  the  Ross  Ice  Shelf  and  the  Pole. 


In  addition  to  "Tales  of 
Alaska  and  the  Yukon",  two 
other  books  are  available. 

The  first  is  "Sharing  Alas¬ 
ka's  Oral  History".  This  is 
proceedings  of  a  conference 
held  in  Anchorage  in  1982. 
Methods  for  gathering  infor¬ 
mation  are  examined. 


The  note  bears  a  portrait  of  Hillary,  looking  upon  Mt . 
Everest.  Below  the  mountain  is  a  Ferguson  tractor,  the 
vehicle  that  Hillary  drove  to  the  Pole. 

The  back  of  the  note  features  a  yellow-eyed  penguin, 
native  to  New  Zealand,  thought  to  be  the  most  endangered 
member  of  the  penguin  family.  The  yellow-eyed  penguin  was 
also  featured  on  the  1988  $1  coin  (illustrated  in  the 
right  column. 

The  note  is  predominantly  orange  on  the  front,  brown  and 
yellow  on  the  back.  Security  features  include  a  metal 
strip  (passing  through  Mt .  Everest)  and  a  watermark  of 
Queen  Elizabeth  II. 


"National  Issues  and  Re¬ 
search  Priorities  in  the 
Arctic"  discusses  many 
scientific  disciplines  as 
they  relate  to  the  arctic. 
It  was  published  in  1985. 

Because  of  shipping  costs, 
these  are  available  only 
with  the  purchase  of  "Tales 
of  Alaska  and  the  Yukon" 
for  $1  each.  Please  use 
the  order  blank  on  the  last 
page . 


SERVE  BANK  OF 

NEW  ZEALAND 

FIVE 

DOLLARS 
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ALASKA 


POPE  JOHN  PAUL  II 


On  February  26,  1981,  Pope  John  Paul  II 
visited  Alaska  for  the  first  time  when  he 
came  to  Anchorage, 


On  hand  for  the  visit  was  Stewart  N.  Roth¬ 
man,  REGISTERED  MASTER  PHOTOGRAPHER.  MR  . 

Rothman  produced  a  set  of  four,  11  x  14 

PHOTOS,  AND  A  COMMEMORATIVE  PROGRAM.  AFTER 

the  Pope's  visit  to  Fairbanks  in  1985,  we 

PURCHASED  THE  REMAINING  STOCK  OF  THE  PHOTOS 
AND  PROGRAMS. 


The  four  photos,  with  a  "nine-inch  35-1/3 

RPM  MONAURAL  COPY  OF  THE  ON~LOCATION  RECORD¬ 
ING  of  the  Homily  in  the  Holy  Father's 
VOICE"  ORIGINALLY  SOLD  FOR  $9.85.  THE  PRO¬ 
GRAM  SOLD  FOR  $2.95. 


A  1  OUNCE  SILVER  MEDAL  WAS  ISSUED 
TO  COMMEMORATE  THE  EVENT.  ONLY 
2,700  WERE  STRUCK.  WE  STILL  HAVE  A 
FEW  AVAILABLE  AT  THE  ORIGINAL 
ISSUE  PRICE  OF  $30.00. 


We  are  selling  the  photos,  recording  and 
PROGRAM  FOR  ONLY  $4.50,  POSTPAID.  THIS  IS 
LESS  THAN  ONE  HALF  OF  THE  ORIGINAL  PRICE. 


Pope  John  Paul  II  returned  to 
Alaska  in  1984,  meeting  President 
Reagan  in  Fairbanks.  It  was  a 
cold,  drizzly  day,  that  turned  to 

SNOW  BY  AFTERNOON  . 


If  you  wish  to  order,  please  use  the  order  blank  on  the  last  page. 
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FOR  THE  RECORD 


FAIRBANKS:  International  Hotel,  12  1/2 
cents  in  trade.  Brass,  21mm  (submitted  by 
Alan  Weinberg). 


HAINES:  Haines  Elks  Lodge,  Charter  Member 
1982.  Sterling  silver,  35mm  (submitted  by 
Kurtis  Hawk) . 


'NUGGET 

MALL 

JUNEAU 

ALASKA 


JUNEAU:  Nugget  Mall, 

Black  on  white  plastic, 
Kurtis  Hawk) . 


Nugget  Bucks  $1. 
28mm  (submitted  by 


KETCHIKAN:  Alaska  Bar,  good  for  one  bar 
drink.  Gold  on  red  plastic,  31mm  (sub¬ 
mitted  by  Kurtis  Hawk). 


ALASKA 

BAR 

Ketchikan 


. 

\ 


GOOD  FOR 
ONE 
BEER 


KETICHIKAN:  Alaska  Bar,  good  for  one  beer. 
Gold  on  white  plastic,  31mm  (submitted  by 
Kurtis  Hawk) . 


KODIAK:  The  Village,  Rain  Check.  White  on 
red  octagonal  plastic,  28mm  (submitted  by 
Kurtis  Hawk) . 


SITKA:  Sitka  Bowling  Center,  good  for  one 
free  game.  Gold  on  light  blue  plastic,  28mm 
(submitted  by  Kurtis  Hawk). 


VALDEZ:  Club  Valdez,  good  for  one  drink 

$1.00.  White  on  green  plastic,  31mm. 


To  celebrate  the  75th  anniversary  of  the 
University  of  Alaska,  the  UAF  Alumni  Associ¬ 
ation  has  issued  a  one  ounce  silver  medal. 
Only  2,000  numbered  medals  are  authorized. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  ALASKA 
7  5TH  ANNIVERSARY 


The  medal  features  the  seal  of  the  Universi¬ 
ty  on  the  reverse.  The  obverse  depicts  the 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station  and  the 
Elvey  Building  of  the  Geophysical  Institute 

These  are  available  from  the  UAF  Alumni  Re¬ 
lations  Office,  201  Constitution  Hall, 
University  of  Alaska,  Fairbanks,  AK  99775- 
5060.  The  price  is  $30  postpaid. 
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APRIL  1993  ATC&PN 


ORDER  BLANK 


ALASCOM  I  MEDAL,  NOT  NEW,  XF-AU,  $15.00  -  - 

PRESIDENT  REAGAN/POPE  JOHN  PAUL  MEDAL,  $30.00  -  - 

1993  STATE  OF  ALASKA  1  0Z.  SILVER  MEDAL  a  $14.50  -  - 

1993  STATE  OF  ALASKA  WITH  PLAIN  EDGE  a  $20.00  -  - 

1993  STATE  OF  ALASKA,  PROOF  a  $24.95  -  - 

1990  IDITAROD  MEDAL  WITH  ERROR  REVERSE  a  $40.00  -  - 

1993  IDITAROD  MEDAL  a  $29.00  -  - 

1990-1993  IDITAROD  MEDAL  SET  OF  4:  1990-1992  WITH 

ERROR  REVERSE  a  $200.00 - - 

1992  ALASKA  HIGHWAY/LEND  LEASE  MEDAL  a  $16.00  -  - 

ALASKA  TRANSPORTATION  MEDAL  a  $14.00  -  - 

After  the  State  of  Alaska  announced  that  it  was 

GOING  TO  REDUCE  WOLF  POPULATIONS  IN  GAME  MANAGE¬ 
MENT  AREAS  WHERE  THEY  THREATENED  THE  SIZE  OF  THE 
MOOSE  AND  CARIBOU  POPULATIONS,  THE  ENVIRONMENTAL¬ 
ISTS  THREATENED  A  TOURISM  BOYCOTT.  WELL,  AT  THE 
LEFT  IS  AN  ANSWER  TO  THESE  ENVIRONMENTAL  TERROR¬ 
ISTS.  Being  struck  now,  these  should  be  in  stock 

IN  ABOUT  TWO  WEEKS.  THE  BACK  WILL  BE  OUR  "DENALI" 

reverse.  Order  now,  and  we  will  ship  as  soon  as 

THEY  ARRIVE.  MORE  INFORMATION  NEXT  ISSUE. 

_  VISIT  ALASKA  THIS  SUMMER _  1  OZ.  SILVER  a  $16.00 - - 

POSTAGE  AND  INSURANCE  -  2.50 

THE  FOLLOWING  ITEMS  ARE  POSTPAID  BY  BOOK  RATE 

_  POPE  VISITS  ANCHORAGE  PACKAGE,  $4.50  -  - 

_  TALES  OF  ALASKA  AND  THE  YUKON,  $15  - - 

TWO  PAPERBACKS  AVAILABLE  ONLY  WITH  THE  PURCHASE  OF  THE  ABOVE  BOOK 

_  SHARING  ALASKA'S  ORAL  HISTORY,  $1  -  - 

_  NAT'L  ISSUES  AND  RESEARCH  PRIORITIES  IN  THE  ARCTIC,  $1-  _ 

PLEASE  SEND  TO: 

NAME _ ADDRESS _ 

CITY _ STATE  OR  PROV. _ ZIP _ 
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the  mir  mmir  medal 


population  of  moose  and 


predator  (wolf) 
with  all  sides 
every  one  from 
would  like  to  see 
the  population  of 
hunt i ng . 


the  wolf 
wo Ives 


caribou 

Department  of  Fish  and  Game 
decreasing  population  was 
This  past  winter,  the  State  of  Alaska  met 
with  predator  control.  "All  sides"  means 
want  no  predator  control ,  to  those  that 


in  several  game  management  areas 
been  decreasing  rapidly.  The  Alaska 
determined  that  the  solution  to  this 

cont  rol  . 
cone  erned 
those  who 

eradicated.  They  devised  a  plan  to  lower 
in  these  game  management  areas  by  aerial 


When^ this  plan  became  public  knowledge,  the  environmental  groups  "out¬ 
side  went  nuts.  A  tourism  boycott  was  called  in  November,  and 

lifted  a  month  later.  Tourism  officials  estimate  this  cut  in-state 
tourism  spending  by  13 % . 


Paid  Political  Advertisement  ■ 


Clip  this  out  and  send  to  a 
prospective  visitor: 

VISIT  ALASKA  THIS  SUMMER 
OR  THE  WOLF  BITES  IT! 


Poles  done  in  the  state 
showed  that  Alaskans  op¬ 
posed  the  State's  aerial 
h  u  n ting  plan  ranging 
from  2~1  to  as  much  as  4- 
1  . 

Alaskans  in  general  do 
not  like  to  be  threat¬ 
ened,  be  it  personally, 
or  as  a  population.  The 
threat  from  outside  envi¬ 
ronmental  groups  just 
didn't  set  right  with 
one  Fairbanksan.  The 
masked  man  came  to  our 
rescue  with  a  touch  of 
humor  that  we  have  seen 
fit  to  reproduce. 

You  can  own  this  environ¬ 
mental  (or  ant i-envrion- 
mental)  statement.  See 
the  order  blank  on  the 
last  page! 


North  of  60° 


South  of  50° 


EDITORIAL 


BOOR  REV I E W 


I  tried  to  present  the  facts  on  the  front 
page.  Since  this  is  the  Editorial,  now  to 
some  opinions. 

Alaskans,  probably  more  than  any  other 
group  in  the  U.S.  hate  to  be  threatened  by 
any  one.  It  does  not  matter  if  it  is  big 
government,  big  business,  or  the  environ¬ 
mental  lobby.  Many  here  cheered  the  threat¬ 
ened  tourism  boycott,  not  because  they 
oppose  predator  control,  but  because  they 
felt  the  ones  that  would  honor  the  boycott 
are  the  ones  we  would  want  to  keep  out  of 
the  state! 

While  most  Alaskans  opposed  the  plan,  I 
believe  that  most  support  predator  con¬ 
trol  to  help  boost  moose  and  caribou 
populations.  If  the  State  chose  to  hire 
trappers  and  hunters  to  eliminate  some  of 
the  wolves  in  the  management  areas,  and 
kept  them  on  the  ground,  this  fiasco  would 
not  have  happened. 

If  poles  showed  such  strong  opposition  to 
the  plan,  why  was  it  chosen? 

It  is  my  belief  that  the  most  objection¬ 
able  plan  was  selected  to  create  the 
environmental  up-roar.  Those  environmen¬ 
talists  involved  in  the  decision  to  use 
aerial  hunting  knew  that  it  would  create  a 
national  controversy,  focusing  environmen¬ 
tal  attention  on  Alaska  once  again. 

Such  a  good  cause  was  justification  for  a 
feeding  frenzy  of  appeals  for  funds  to 
save  the  wolf",  from  any  "green"  organ- 
izaton  from  Boston  to  Malibu.  After  all, 
without  controversy,  these  organizations 
would  be  broke,  and  the  "presidents"  would 
have  to  get  a  real  job. 

Let's  face  it.  Environmentalism  is  big 
business.  Big  business  and  big  government 
create  the  environmental  disasters,  big 
business  gets  to  come  in  and  clean  it  up, 
while  environmental  organizations  rake  in 
the  big  $$$  in  donations.  Every  one  makes 
money,  except  the  small  gas  station  owners 
and  the  small  miners  that  cannot  afford 
the  regulations  imposed  be  the  big 
bureaucracy . 

But  the  bottom  line  is  this:  wolves  are 
not  endangered  in  Alaska! 


Whiskey  Peddler:  Johnny  Healv.  North  Fron¬ 
tier  Trader,  by  William  R.  Hunt,  Mountain 
Press  Publishing  Co.,  Missoula,  MT,  1993. 

A  well  known  personage  in  early  Alaska, 
John  J.  Healy  settled  in  Dyea  in  1886  and 
found  Healy  &  Wilson.  Later  Healy,  along 
with  Portus  B.  Weare  and  John  Cudahy 
founded  the  North  American  Transportation 
and  Trading  Co.  (NAT&T).  Both  of  these 
entities  issued  tokens  listed  in  Benice's 
"Alaska  Tokens". 

The  first  106  pages  detail  the  earlier 
years  of  Healy' s  life.  While  we  are  quite 
familiar  with  his  exploits  in  Alaska,  he  is 
also  prominent  in  the  history  of  early 
Montana,  and  even  Alberta,  Canada. 

In  1869,  Healy  and  A. B .  Hamilton  moved 
north  from  Montana  to  Alberta  and  founded 
Fort  Hamilton,  4  miles  from  Lethbridge.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  the  name  Fort  Hamilton  did  not 
stick,  and  the  fort  became  known  as  the 
notorious  Fort  Whoop-up. 

Healy 's  exploits  in  Alaska  are  detailed, 
right  down  to  the  failure  of  the  Trans- 
Alaska-Siberian  Railway. 

Names  of  traders  abound  in  the  book.  I.G. 
Baker  issued  tokens,  and  sold  out  to  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Co.  (see  "Medals  Tokens  and 
Paper  Money  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company"  by 
Larry  Gingras).  Well,  worthwhile  reading  by 
the  token  collector.  If  you  would  like  a 
copy,  please  use  the  order  blank  on  the 
last  page. 


Alaskan  Token  Collector  &  Polar  Numisma¬ 
tist,  published  10  times  per  year,  is  a 
publication  of  Alaska  Rare  Coin  Invest¬ 
ments.  All  articles  remain  the  property  of 
the  authors  and  may  not  be  reprinted 
without  their  consent. 
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medals  from  the  nenana  vajl.il.ey 


In  the  late  60' s  and  early  70’s,  there 
was  a  very  active  group  of  collectors  in 
the  Healy-Clear-Nenana  area,  known  as  the 
Nenana  Valley.  This  group  was  responsi¬ 
ble  for  the  issuance  of  three  medals.  All 
were  made  by  Wendells  of  Minneapolis. 


No  order  of  issue  can  be  established.  One 
medal  has  no  date,  while  the  other  two 
are  dated  1972. 


The  Mount  McKinley  National  Park  "Souven¬ 
ir  Medallion"  was  probably  the  first 
issued.  The  medal  depicts  the  old  hotel 
in  the  park  that  burned  down  in  1972. 
These  were  struck  in  sterling  silver  and 
a  copper-nickel  alloy. 


Dated  1972,  the  Nenana  Valley  Chamber  of 
Corrmerce  "Redeemable  Souvenir  Dollar"  was 
probably  the  next  medal  issued.  It  was 
also  struck  in  sterling  silver  and  a  cop¬ 
per-nickel  alloy. 

The  last  issue  is  probably  the  most 
interesting.  This  is  also  dated  1972. 
Nothing  on  the  medal  indicates  that  it 
was  made  to  the  order  of  this  group  of 
collectors.  It  may  actually  have  been 
made  for  an  individual.  But,  it  does 
originate  from  the  Nenana-Healy-Clear 
area. 

The  obverse  of  the  medal  has  the  legend 
"The  Discovery  of  Gold/Yukon  1896*Nome 
1899*Fairbanks  1902".  A  gold  panner  by  a 
stream  with  mountains  in  the  background 
make  up  the  central  portion.  The  reverse 


legend  is  ”1867*Alaska*1972/Built  on  the 
Quest  for  Gold."  A  gold  dredge  is  the 
central  design. 


This  medal  was  struck  in  .999  fine  silver 
weighing  1.075  ounces.  It  was  also 
struck  in  copper,  a  bit  unusual  as  most 
medals  of  the  era  were  a  bronze  or  brass 
alloy. 

What  makes  this  neat  is  that  the  miner's 
gold  pan  was  oversized  to  hold  a  small 
amount  of  gold.  This  gold  was  glued  into 
the  pan.  The  silver  medals  all  had  the 
gold,  while  the  copper  was  made  both  with 
and  without  the  gold. 

It  seems  that  about  20  years  after  a 
medal  is  issued,  it  starts  to  turn  up  in 
estate  sales.  The  preceding  are  no 
exception.  These  have  been  trickling  in 
for  the  last  couple  of  years.  Only 
recently,  though,  have  we  had  any  quanti¬ 
ty  so  we  can  offer  them  at  prices  lower 
than  in  the  past. 

If  you  would  like  to  order,  please  use 
the  order  blank  on  the  last  page. 


NEW  GREENLAND  TOKEN  REPORTED 


Jurgen  S^mod  has  reported  a  laundry  token 
from  Sf6ndre  Strjzfmf  jord.  It  is  uni  face, 
simply  marked  K  G  H  (Konglige  Gronlandske 
Handel  for  the  Royal  Greenland  Trading 
Company)  above  and  SSTR  for  Sf6ndre  Str^m- 
f jord. 

It  is  the  approximate  size  of  a  British  2 
Shilling  coin.  Wonder  if  they  were  using 
machines  with  British  coin  mechanisms? 
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JIM  ROBB’S  YUKON  RARER  ROT  ROURR I 


WHITEHORSE,  YT :  Gold  Rush  Inn,  Good  for  $1.00  in  trade  at  the  Gold  Pan 
Saloon.  Black  on  tan,  154mm  by  70mm.  The  center  designs  are  by  Steve 
Shepard,  while  the  rest  is  done  by  Jim  Robb  (Ed.  note:  in  his  very 
distictive  style). 


NORTHERN  WONDERS  GIFTS 
DISCOUNT  COUPON 


This  coupon  Is  good  for  a  5%  discount  on  any  Arizona 
Charlies  Merchandise  upon  presentation  at  the 
Northern  Wonders  Gift  Shop  In  the  Klondike  Inn 


♦  Sweats  ♦  Tees  ♦  Shooters  ♦ 
Boots  ♦  Jdugs  ♦  Drinking  Jars^ 


Coupon  Compliments  Of  D*te 

Valid  within  7  cUvs  of  Jar  shown  •  Thu  coupim  h*i  no  cash  value 


WHITEHORSE,  YT :  Northern  Wonders  Gifts  Discount  Coupon,  5%  discount. 
Light  blue  on  tan,  120mm  by  56mm. 
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OPERATION  RESTORE 
MORE 


While  not  Alaskan,  it  is  being  manufac¬ 
tured  to  the  order  of  an  Alaskan  firm. 

North  Pole,  Alaska  has  Fort  Wainwright  to 
the  west,  and  Eielson  A.F.B.  to  the  east. 
Larry  White  of  Atta  Boy  Awards  in  North 
Pole  wanted  to  do  something  for  the 
military  and  their  families  to  honor 
their  participation  in  Operation  Restore 
Hope  (Somalia  food  relief). 

The  medal  is  very  nicely  designed,  with 
the  upper  hand  letting  grain  flow  to  the 
lower  hand.  Stuck  in  antiqued  bronze, 
the  34mm  medal  is  suspended  from  a  heavy 
gold  colored  chain.  The  medal  is  uniface, 
with  a  series  letter  and  serial  number  on 
the  back.  An  appropriate  memento, 
especially  nice  since  we  can  support  an 
Alaskan  business! 

Available  for  $12.95  plus  $2  postage  and 
handling  from  Atta  Boy  Awards,  543  St. 
Nicholas  Drive,  North  Pole,  Alaska  99705. 


"SEALSKIN”  NOTES 
TO  BE 
AUCTIONED 

The  International  Paper  Money  Show  in 
Memphis  from  June  18  to  June  20  will  be 
the  site  of  the  largest  sale  of  Russian 
American  Company  notes  ever  held. 

The  auction,  conducted  by  R.M.  Smythe  Co. 
includes  15  pieces  of  Russian  American 
Co.  scrip.  These  were  acquired  by 
Russell  Kaye  in  March  at  an  antique 
auction  in  Connecticut  as  one  lot,  along 
with  260  other  pieces  of  currency  and 
ephemera.  The  hammer  price  for  this  huge 
lot  was  $26,000  (plus  a  10%  buyer' s  fee 
of  $2,600).  For  more  information,  see  the 
May  1993  issue  of  Bank  Note  Reporter. 

Catalogues  can  be  obtained  for  $12.50 
from  R.M.  Smythe  Co.,  26  Broadway,  Suite 
271,  New  York,  NY  10004-1701.  This  is  a 
catalogue  that  anyone  remotely  interested 
in  Alaskan  numismatics  should  have! 


TROPI CAE / POLAR 


The  Cook  Islands  have  struck  again  with  a 
series  of  coins  honoring  polar  explorers. 
On  the  theme  of  "500  Years  of  America, 
1492-1992",  Alexander  Mackenzie,  John 
Davis  and  Vitus  Bering  are  featured  on 
silver  $50  coins  struck  at  the  Singapore 
Mint.  Also  featured  on  other  coins  are 
Mark  Twain  and  the  Pilgrims  with  the  May¬ 
flower  . 
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PAPER 


JUNEAU:  Juneau  "Elks”  B  .'P .  0 .  E .  420,  Days  “of  '98,  June  30,  1920  carnival 
money.  The  front  is  orange  on  white  with  a  black  overprint.  The  back  is 
green  on  white.  Size  is  190mm  by  85mm.  Found  in  a  photo  album! 


These  short  spaces  are  always  the  toughest  to  fill.  Since  I  used  the 
Editorial  space  for  a  real  editorial  this  time,  I'll  just  fill  this  up 
as  I  usually  do  the  Editorial. 

As  you  have  noticed  the  copy  quality  has  improved  on  the  last  three 
issues.  Those  were  commercially  printed.  Our  old  copier  gave  up  the 
ghost.  This  issue  is  being  printed  on  our  new  Konica  copier.  Hopefully, 
we  will  get  5+  years  of  service  from  it.  We  are  very  pleased  with  the 
quality  this  copier  is  delivering! 

Summer  has  arrived,  predicted  temperatures  in  the  70's  this  weekend. 
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FOR  THE  RECORD 


ALASKA:  Alaska  Miners  Association,  50 
years,  1939-1989.  One  ounce  .999  Fine 
Silver.  Obverse  shows  a  gold  panner,  re¬ 
verse  has  a  worker  driving  a  steam  point 
in  front  of  a  gold  dredge.  Made  by  Sun¬ 
shine  . 


ALASKA:  Alaskan  Independence  Party, 
Joseph  E.  Vogler.  Silver  medal,  weight 
and  fineness  not  stated.  Joe  Vogler,  the 
founder  of  the  A.I.P.,  celebrated  his 
80th  birthday  this  year.  Hopefully  we 
will  have  a  better  illustration  and  more 
information  in  the  next  issue. 


FAIRBANKS:  Duffy's  Sports  Tavern,  wooden 
nickel.  Duffy's  side  is  red,  buffalo  side 
is  black. 


1901 

Reception  Saloon 
I.  O.  U. 


(DAWSON,  YT):  Reception  Saloon,  1901, 
I.O.U.,  various  values,  signed  by  L.  W. 
Steele.  The  Reception  Saloon  was  at  269 
Front  Street,  a  high  class  saloon  (sub¬ 
mitted  by  Jim 
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YUKON:  School  Bus  Pass.  Black  and  white 
with  red  serial  number  (submitted  by 
Brian  Denman  -  say  Brian,  could  this  be 
Yukon,  Oklahoma?  We  once  saw  a  fire  or 
police  badge  from,  Yukon  ....  Department 
that  was  from  Oklahoma.  And  how  about  a 
rubbing  of  that  new  token!). 


DEW  LINE:  Sterling  silver  pin  for  25 
years.  Actual  size  and  enlarged  above. 


ARCTIC  BROTHERHOOD  PIN:  Sterling  silver, 
gold  pan  shaped,  AB  in  gold,  with  three 
gold  nuggets  at  the  bottom  of  the  pan 
(submitted  by  Brian  Denman). 


MAVERICK:  John  Bianchi's  Saloon,  5  cents 
in  trade.  Brass,  21mm.  This  was  with  a 
lot  of  modern  Alaskan  medals.  Any  ideas?? 
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PAPER  POTPOURRI 


Bgfgf^ARK 

IN  SAFETY  WE  PRACTICE 


t: 


0 


if 


3280 


Not  Legal  Tender 


Series  1990 


Chief  Safety  Officer 


Fairbanks  GM 

FIVE  SAFETY  BUCRS~fe^ 


“In  Safety  We 


FIVE  SAFETY 


FAIRBANKS:  Westmark  Hotel,  Five  Safety  Bucks.  Just  found  the  photocopy 
of  this  in  our  files.  Sorry,  but  do  not  remember  the  color,  probably 
green  on  white.  Series  1990,  so  it  has  been  here  a  while! 


This  Gift  Certificate  is  redeemable  at. 


Register  Associate:  handle 
gift  certificate  the  same 
as  a  Woolworth  coupon. 
Deduct  value  from 
customer's  purchase, 
register  the  difference 
and  place  certificate  in 
register  with  bills. 


■  Redeemable  for  merchandise  at 
thij  store  location  only.  Valid  up 
to  and  including  May  31,  1993. 
Void  after  that  date.  Any  costs 
exceeding  this  amount  is  the 
responsibility  of  the  holder. 


;cr signature 


.--v 


S' 


4  ■ 


(FAIRBANKS):  Woolworth  $2  Gift  Certificate.  Part  of  a  promotion,  for 
matching  the  last  two  numbers  of  the  serial  number  on  a  $1  Federal 
Reserve  Note.  Black  on  blue,  with  $2,  Gift  Certificate  and  Woolworth  in 
red,  163mm  by  79mm. 
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MAY-JUNE  1993  ATC&PN 


ORDER  BLANK 


_  WOLF  SUMMIT  MEDAL,  1  OZ.  SILVER  a  $16.00 - - 

_  MT.  McKINLEY  SOUVENIR  MEDALLION,  STERLING  a  $12.95  -  - 

_  MT.  McKINLEY  SOUVENIR  MEDALLION,  C/N  ALLOY  a  $2.00  -  - 

_  NENANA  VALLEY  SOUVENIR  DOLLAR,  C/N  ALLOY  a  $2.00  -  - 

_  GOLD  DISCOVERY  MEDAL,  SILVER  WITH  GOLD  a  $12.00  -  - 

_  GOLD  DISCOVERY  MEDAL,  COPPER  W/0  GOLD  a  $3.00  -  - 

_  1993  STATE  OF  ALASKA  1  OZ.  SILVER  MEDAL  a  $14.50  -  - 

_  1993  STATE  OF  ALASKA  WITH  PLAIN  EDGE  a  $20.00  - - 

_  1993  STATE  OF  ALASKA,  PROOF  a  $24.95  -  - 

_  1990  IDITAROD  MEDAL  WITH  ERROR  REVERSE  a  $40.00  -  - 

_  1991  OR  1992  IDITAROD  MEDAL,  CORRECT  REVERSE,  $29  EACH-  _ 

_  1993  IDITAROD  MEDAL  a  $29.00  -  - 

_  1990-1993  IDITAROD  MEDAL  SET  OF  4:  1990-1992  WITH 

ERROR  REVERSE  a  $200.00 - - 

_  1990-1993  IDITAROD  MEDAL  SET  OF  4:  1990  WITH  ERROR 

REVERSE,  1991  AND  1992  WITH  CORRECT  a  $120.00 -  - 

_  1993  YUKON  QUEST,  1  OZ.  SILVER  MEDAL  a  $29.00  -  - 

_  1992  ALASKA  HIGHWAY/LEND  LEASE  MEDAL  a  $16.00  -  - 

_  ALASKA  TRANSPORTATION  MEDAL  a  $14.00  -  - 

BOOKS  BOOKS 

_  TALES  OF  ALASKA  AND  THE  YUKON  a  $15.00 - - 

_  WHISKEY  PEDDLER  a  $12.00  -  - 

_  SHARING  ALASKA'S  ORAL  HISTORY  a  $1.00  -  - 

_  NAT'L  ISSUES  ...  IN  THE  ARCTIC  a  $1.00 - - 

POSTAGE  AND  INSURANCE  -  2.50 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED - - 

PLEASE  SEND  TO: 

NAME _ ADDRESS _ 

CITY _ STATE  OR  PROV. _ ZIP _ 

PLEASE  SEND  ORDERS  TO  A.R.C.I.,  P.O.  BOX  72832,  FAIRBANKS,  AK  99707 
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Imagine  going  to  the 
Antarctic.  Then  imagine 
that  you  are  going  to  climb 
a  mountain,  but  you  must  mush  a 
team  of  dogs  1,200  miles  to  do  it.  Then,  imagine  you  are  88  years 
old!  We  can  imagine  it,  but  Norman  Vaughan,  antarctic  veteran  and 

Iditarod  musher  is  going  to  do  just  that. 

The  Mount  Vaughan  Antarctic  Expedition  is  scheduled  to  leave  Little 
America  on  November  10  for  the  Queen  Maud  Mountains,  start  the  climb 
of  Mt .  Vaughan  on  December  13,  and  be  at  the  top  on  December  19th, 
Vaughan's  birthday,  weather  permitting,  of  course! 


Vaughan  first  went  to  the  Antarctic  with  the  Byrd  Antarctic 
Expedition  as  a  dog  driver  in  1928-1930.  He  acquired  his  experience 
as  a  dog  driver  with  the  Grenfell  Mission  in  Labrador  in  1925. 

During  World  War  II,  he  was  in  Search  and  Rescue  at  a  base  near  Goose 
Bay  Labrador  when  the  call  came  in  for  an  effort  to  rescue  the  crews 
of  six  P~38  fighter  planes  and  two  B~17  bombers  that  had  safely 
executed  an  emergency  landing  on  the  Greenland  ice  cap.  He  coordi¬ 
nated  the  rescue  of  the  fliers.  It  was  discovered  that  one  of  the  B- 
17  pilots  had  not  destroyed  the  Norden  bombsight.  Fearing  that  this 
would  fall  into  German  hands,  Vaughan  mushed  to  the  planes,  recovered 
the  sight,  and  mushed  back  to  the  coast. 

He  has  spent  the  last  decade  trying  to  salvage  the  planes.  It  took 
five  years  to  find  them.  Expecting  that  by  now  they  would  be  under  10 
or  20  feet  of  ice,  the  planes  were  actually  256  feet  below  the 
surface.  A  hole  has  been  bored,  and  pieces  are  coming  to  the  surface 
slowly.  Vaughan's  dream  is  to  reassemble  the  planes,  fill  the  fuel 
tanks  and  fly  them  home. 

(continued  on  page  42) 


North  of  60° 


South  of  50° 


EDITORIAL 

This  issue  should  have  a  bit  of  something 
to  interest  everyone.  We  have  it  covered 
from  pole  to  pole,  western,  eastern  and 
Siberian  Arctic,  Antarctic,  Russian  Ameri¬ 
can  Company,  humor  and  hookers! 

And  speaking  of  poles,  your  editor  does  // 
know  the  difference  between  poles  and 
polls.  It  didn't  look  right,  but  I  drew  a 
blank  on  "polls".  So,  apparently,  accord¬ 
ing  to  last  month's  article,  a  lot  of 
Polish  Americans  or  an  unspecified  type  of 
pole  (barber,  flag,  etc.)  were  done  in  the 
state.  And  according  to  last  month's 
editorial,  they  also  showed  strong  opposi¬ 
tion  ! 

Response  to  our  special  offering  last 
month  were  so  good,  that  we  have  sold  out 
of  the  Gold  Discovery  medal  in  silver  with 
gold,  and  the  silver  Mt .  McKinley  National 
Park . 

Future  issues  will  have  an  article  on  Joe 
Vogler,  founder  of  the  Alaskan  Indepen¬ 
dence  Party,  who  has  been  missing  since 
May  30th.  Also,  an  article  on  a  case  of 
counterfeiting  in  Fairbanks  from  1958!  Let 
us  know  if  you  have  any  information  to 
share ! 

Alaskan  Token  Collector  &  Polar  Numisma¬ 
tist,  published  10  times  per  year,  is  a 
publication  of  Alaska  Rare  Coin  Invest¬ 
ments.  All  articles  remain  the  property  of 
the  authors  and  may  not  be  reprinted 
without  their  consent. 


Editor  -  Dick  Hanscom 
Associate  Editor  -  Jerry  Cleworth 
Kenai  Peninsula  Correspon.  -  Kurtis  Hawk 
Canadian  Correspondent  -  Jerry  Remick 
Yukon  Correspondent  -  Jim  Robb 
Scandinavian  Corr.-  Jurgen  S/mod 

Subscription  Rates: 

US  &  Canada  $10  per  year 

Elsewhere  $20  per  year 

Collector's  Advertising  Rates: 

1  page  -  $15  1/2  page  -  $8 

1/4  page  -  $5 

1/5  page,  business  card  size  -  $15  for  5 
months . 

Classified  ads:  50  //line  (42  characters) 
Commercial  Advertisers,  write  for  rates. 


GOLD  DUST  RECEIPT 

•  \  i  *  *  *  *  ‘XVP  •  \  OO  p  »  >  V*  f  *  «  %  * 

)  T  •  f  j 


Jim  Robb  sent  in  this  neat  gold  dust 
receipt  from  the  Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce. 
Dated  May  28,  1906,  the  CBC  received  57.81 
ounces  of  gold  dust  for  assay  and  purchase. 
If  the  $825  in  the  corner  indicates  the  pur¬ 
chase  price,  then  the  miner  was  paid  $14.27 
per  ounce!  One  has  to  wonder  how  much  of 
the  weight  was  dust  and  how  much  was 
nuggets ! 
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VAUGHAN  „  cont . 

Vaughan  has  entered  the  Iditarod  13 
times,  and  finished  it  five  times.  His 
last  finish  was  in  1990  at  the  age  of 
84.  Clearly,  this  is  a  man  that  can 
climb  a  mountain  on  his  88th  birthday. 

Vaughan's  wife,  Carolyn  Muegge-Vaughan , 
50,  world  class  mountaineer  Vernon  Tejas, 
39,  and  expedition  physician  Dr.  Peter 
Goth,  47,  make  up  the  remainder  of  the 
expedition  team. 

Via  satellite  communications,  the  expedi¬ 
tion  will  be  linked  with  millions  of 
children  in  classrooms  around  the  world. 
Real  time  communications  will  be  possible 
between  the  classroom  and  the  expedition. 

To  honor  Vaughan  and  the  expedition,  a 
commemorative  one  ounce  silver  medal  is 
available.  Please  see  the  order  blank  on 
the  last  page. 


EARLY  FAIRBANKS 

The  photo  below  shows  First  (Front)  Ave . 
looking  east.  Evident  in  the  photo  are 
three  token  issuers. 


PRICES  REALIZED 


Smythe  Auction  6/18.  "Seal"  skin  notes: 


Lot 

Denomination 

PR 

1001 

10  Kopeks 

3500.00 

1002 

10  Kopeks 

1750.00 

1003 

10  Kopeks 

300.00 

1004 

10  Kopeks 

1500.00 

1005 

25  Kopeks 

3000.00 

1006 

25  Kopeks 

850.00 

1007 

25  Kopeks 

900.00 

1008 

25  Kopeks 

1400.00 

1009 

50  Kopeks 

1000.00 

1010 

50  Kopeks 

900.00 

1011 

1  Rouble 

3600.00 

1012 

1  Rouble 

2750.00 

1013 

1  Rouble 

2250.00 

1014 

10  Roubles 

7200.00 

1015 

10  Roubles 

3800.00 

Prices 

do  not  include  10% 

buyers  fee. 

Prices 

realized  from  other 

sources : 

Nome ;  The  Hoffman ,  B~24a 

83.59 

Palmer ; 

ARRC  1  Cent,  B~la 

8.75 

Dawson , 

yt;  m&n 

211.00 

Eagle  Saloon 


On  the  left  at  the  end  of  the  grand 
stands  is  the  Fairview  Hotel,  with  the 
Nordale  Hotel  behind  it.  The  Eagle  saloon 
is  behind  the  first  telephone  pole  from 
the  right. 


Tanana  Saloon 
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NAN— GR I LL  UPDATE 


The  Nan-Grill  tokens  were  reported  in  the 
March  issue.  We  received  the  following 
information  from  Ejvind  Eisner  owner  of 
Nan-Grill . 

"Nanortalik  is  the  most  southerly  town  in 
Greenland  with  a  population  of  about  1400, 
with  an  additional  1200  people  in  the 
small  villages  in  the  area.  Most  people 
make  their  living  from  fishing  and 
hunting. 

"Nan-Grill  opened  for  business  as  a  bar- 
grill  in  1986,  employing  5  people.  The 
tokens  are  used  as  "payment  for  playing  ma¬ 
chines."  The  mintage  was  3000  pieces."  The 
statement  "payment  for  playing  machines" 
is  not  clear.  It  is  apparently  some  sort 


of  reward  for  winning.  What  kind  of  machine 
is  in  use  is  not  stated.  It  appears  that 
these  were  meant  to  be  redeemed,  as  well  as 
replayed  in  the  machine. 

A  photo  of  Nanortalik  is  shown  at  the 
bottom  of  the  page,  as  well  as  a  cut  from 
the  business  envelope  of  Nan-Grill. 


SOUVENIR  FROM  PIPELINE  DAYS 


V 


Gorgeous  Girls  •  Licensed  &  Bonded 


Paradise 

AUTOMATED  DATING  SERVICE 

Your  Friend  452-8857  In  Fairbanks 


IL 


No  Duds 


Lea  ve  message  on  answering  machine. . . 
Your  date  will  be  quickly  dispatched! 

No  Dogs 


No  Ripoffs 


A  new  subscriber  sent  this  in  from  his  days 
of  working  on  the  pipeline.  His  name  has 
been  deleted  to  protect  the  innocent? 


v/  Ejvind  Eisner  -  Postbox  30  -  3922  Nanortalik  -  Tlf.  33580  -  Privat  33490  -  Telefax  33500 
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SAKHA/YAKUTIA 


Russia  is  commemorating  the  360th  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  annexation  of  Yakutia  in 
1632.  Yakutia  is  currently  known  as 
Sakah,  what  westerners  would  think  of  as 
western  Siberia. 

Gold  coins  will  be  struck  in  50  and  100 
Rouble  denominations,  containing  8.658 
grams  and  17.278  grams  of  .900  fine  gold 
respectively.  With  the  rouble  currently 
(as  we  type  this,  and  still  dropping)  at 
1100  to  the  dollar,  the  face  value  of 
these  coins  is  irrelevant  -  like  the  U.S. 
1  oz .  gold  eagle  at  $50! 

The  50  Rouble  coin  has  a  Chukotsk  snow 
ram  while  the  100  Rouble  has  a  prehistor¬ 
ic  mammoth.  Both  animals  are  superimposed 
on  a  map  of  the  region. 

No  ordering  details  have  been  released, 
but  expect  a  hefty  premium  over  gold 
value . 


WHALES  &  DOLPHINS  OF  THE  PACIFIC 


The  Republic  of  Marshall  Islands,  that 
fine  country  that  brought  us  the  massive 
sets  of  coins  for  space  exploration  and 
Desert  Storm,  is  issuing  a  set  of  twelve 
$50  silver  "coins"  noting  the  whales  and 
dolphins  of  the  Pacific.  Only  three  of 
the  species  are  noted  on  the  slick 
brochure,  two  known  in  Alaskan  waters  are 
above.  The  humpback  is  well  done,  while 
the  beluga  is  shown  swimming  among  small 
ice  bergs! 

And  you  can  purchase  these  at  face  value! 
What  a  deal,  right?  Don't  bet  on  it.  The 
Republic  of  the  Marshall  Islands  has 


recently  made  known  the  exchange  require¬ 
ments  should  you  wish  to  cash  these  in. 
First,  you  must  go  to  the  Department  of 
Finance,  Majuro,  Marshall  Islands.  An 
exchange  fee  of  10%  or  $5  per  transaction 
is  charged  on  each  exchange.  If  the  coins 
have  a  face  value  of  over  $10,  only  one 
per  day  can  be  exchanged.  If  the  value  is 
less  than  $10,  a  maximum  of  $10  will  be 
exchanged  each  day. 

So,  if  you  like  whales  and  medallic  art, 
these  are  hard  to  beat.  But  remember, 
they  only  have  1  ounce  of  silver. 


MEDAL  HONORS  BERING 


The  Royal  Danish  Mint  has  issued  a  medal 
honoring  Vitus  Bering,  a  Dane  in  the 
employ  of  Russia,  for  the  250  anniversary 
of  the  discovery  of  Alaska. 

The  medal  was  struck  in  38mm  and  55mm 
.999  silver  and  38mm,  .979  fine  gold. 
The  silver  medals  sell  for  $32  and  $60 
respectively,  while  the  gold  is  $1050. 
Postage  and  insurance  is  $10  on  orders 
under  $800. 

The  medals  can  be  ordered  from  Agau 
Metals  APS,  (Steen  Hoy),  Sandgildvej  9, 
DK  7470  Karup,  Denmark. 


MAVERICK  IDENTIFIED 


Alan  Weinberg  has  identified  the  "John 
Bianchi's  Saloon"  token  as  being  from 
Sopris,  Colorado,  circa  1905. 
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FSVIFUBAINnKS  PAPER  POTPOURRI 


HUN /IN  GARDENS 

CHINESE  RESTAURANT 


\  <. 


734  University  Ave 
Fairbanks,  Alaska 
907-474-8847 


Monday-Friday  NAME _ 

11  a.m.-10p.m. 

Saturday-Sunday  DATE  ISSUED:  - 


10  PUNCHES  RECEIVE  ONE 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

FREE  DISH  UNDER  $10.00 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

RULES  OF  USE 

1 .  With  each  $5.00  purchase,  your  card  will 

receive  one  initialed  punch. 

2.  With  10  initialed  punches,  you  will  receive 
one  free  dish  under  $10.00. 

3.  Maximum  of  four  punches  per  visit. 

4.  No  cash  value. 

5.  Expiration  date:  12/31/93. 


Hunan  Garden  Chinese  Restaurant  punch  card.  Black  on  speckled  gray  card  stock  paper,  89mm 
by  57mm. 


*1993  SEASON  DISCOUNT  CARD* 

^  AlaskA^^ 


$2.00  off 
Dinner 
Alaska 
Salmon  Bake 


SALMON  BAKE 


$2.00  off 
Sc  Show 

PALACE  SALOON  Palace 

Saloon 


SHOW  RESERVATIONS:  456-5960 


Card  presented  at  time  of  purchase.  Limit  4  person  per  card. 

Cash  value  1/20  of  It.  Not  good  with  any  other  promotion.  Not  good  for  children's  price. 


Alaska  Salmon  Bake  &  Palace  Saloon,  1993 
Season  Discount  Card,  $2  off  Dinner  and 
$2  off  Show.  Black  on  yellow  card  stock 
paper,  96rrm  by  62rrm. 


Anything*  in  the  store  is 
10%  off 

The  regular  price. 

‘Excludes  bicycles  and  canoes. 
Coupon  Expires  May  31,  1993. 

Not  good  with  any  other  otter. 


UAF 

Employee 

Coupon 


Beaver  Sports  UAF  Employee  Coupon,  10%  off 
the  regular  price.  Black  on  white  paper, 
irregular  cut,  90mm  by  52mm. 


vr*. 


V-  -  *  $• 


Pick  n’  Poke  Gift  Shop 

3175  College  Road  Store  Only 


At 


20%  off  storewide  with  coupon 

479-5880 


Limited  to  stock  on  hand  Does  not  apply  to  other  sale  merchandise 

k 


Pick  n'  Poke  Gift  Shop,  20%  off  storewide  coupon.  Black  on  yellow  paper,  157mm  by  62mm. 
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NOT  ALASKAN 


FOR  THE  RECORD 


DAWSON  CITY,  YUKON:  Diamond  Tooth  Gerties 
$2.50  gaming  chip.  39mm,  plastic/ciay , 
multicolored.  Edge  is  inscribed  "Operated 
by  K.V.A.  -  A  not-for-profit  Organiza¬ 
tion"  (submitted  by  Les  Hill). 


(JUNEAU):  J.D.  Meyer,  Good  For  One  25^ 
Cigar.  Brunswick  Balke  Collender  Compy. 
reverse.  Brass,  26mm  (submitted  by  Alan 
Weinberg) . 


was  reported  to  be 
Alaskan  in  the  1960  edition  of  "Alaska's 
Coinage  Through  the  Years".  The  1965 
edition  deleted  it,  and  Ron  Benice  in 
"Alaska  Tokens"  makes  a  note  that  there 
is  no  evidence  that  they  are  Alaskan. 


About  a  year  ago,  we  received  a  letter 
from  an  Arizona  collector  advising  that 
they  were  from  Arizona.  We  were  promised 
an  article,  but  it  was  not  received.  We 
know  how  it  is  when  you  plan  to  do 
something,  but  just  don't  get  to  it. 

Ron  Benice  wrote  recently  that  he  had  met 
with  Hall  Birt  of  Tucson,  cataloguer  of 
Arizona  tokens.  He  showed  Ron  a  1905 
Arizona  directory  listing  "A.E.  Maupin, 
Indian  Trader"  in  Kearns  Canyon,  Arizona. 

Our  thanks  to  Ron  and  this  anonymous  col¬ 
lector  for  bringing  it  to  our  attention. 


THE  MASKED  IYLAN 
STRIKES  AGAIN 


WHITEHORSE,  YUKON:  Masonic  Penny, 
Yukon  Chapter  No.  38,  G.R.B.C.R.A. 
M.  33mm,  rosy  copper  finish.  This 
is  of  recent  manufacture,  very 
similar  to  the  earlier  version 
reported  in  the  August-September , 
1992  issue  of  ATC&PN. 


(FAIRBANKS):  Brina  Kessel  Award 
Medal.  One  ounce  pure  silver,  to  be 
used  for  presentation  purposes 
only.  Not  available  for  public  pur¬ 
chase  . 


Paid  Advertisement 


Clip  this  out  and  send  to  a 
prospective  visitor: 


~1 


1“ 


-I 


VISIT  ALASKA  THIS  SUMMER 
OR  THE  SALMON  GETS  SMOKED! 


l_ 
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JIM  ROBB  *  S  YUKON  E  A  F>  E  R  POTPOURRI 


WHITEHORSE:  Westmark  Whitehorse,  Dirty  Deb's  Drink,  Dine  &  Do'em 
Saloon,  Good  for  $1  off  any  regular  priced  beverage.  Black  on  red 
paper,  irregular  cut,  132mm  by  59mm.  Expires  April  30,  1993. 


WHITEHORSE:  Westmark  Whitehorse,  Village  Garden,  $2  off  Sunday  Brunch. 
Black  on  purple  paper,  irregular  cut,  132mm  by  59mm.  Expires  April  30, 
1993  . 


Free  Appetizer  with  Purchase 
of  Dinner  Entree 

one  appetizer  per  dinner  entree 

j%l 


„  X*  •■>>**•  .'W  jr 


NO  CASH  VALUE 
EXPIRES  APRIL  15/93 


WHITEHORSE:  Westmark  Klondike  Inn,  Arizona  Charlies,  Free  appetizer 
with  purchase  of  Dinner  Entree.  Black  on  speckled  gray  card  stock 
paper,  163mm  by  66mm.  Expires  April  15,  1993. 


JULY  1993  ATC&PN  -  ORDER  BLANK 

_  MT.  VAUGHAN  ANTARCTIC  EXPEDITION  1  OZ.  SILVER  a  $29  —  _ 

_  WOLF  SUMMIT  MEDAL ,  1  OZ.  SILVER  a  $16.00 - - 

_  GOLD  DISCOVERY  MEDAL ,  COPPER  W/0  GOLD  a  $3.00 - - 

_  1993  STATE  OF  ALASKA  1  OZ.  SILVER  MEDAL  a  $14.50  -  - 

_  1993  STATE  OF  ALASKA  WITH  PLAIN  EDGE  a  $20.00  -  - 

_  1993  STATE  OF  ALASKA,  PROOF  a  $24.95  -  - 

_  1990  IDITAROD  MEDAL  WITH  ERROR  REVERSE  a  $40.00  -  - 

_  1991  OR  1992  IDITAROD  MEDAL,  CORRECT  REVERSE,  $29  EACH-  _ 

_  1993  IDITAROD  MEDAL  a  $29.00  -  - 

_  1990-1993  IDITAROD  MEDAL  SET  OF  4:  1990-1992  WITH 

ERROR  REVERSE  a  $200.00 - - 

_  1990-1993  IDITAROD  MEDAL  SET  OF  4:  1990  WITH  ERROR 

REVERSE,  1991  AND  1992  WITH  CORRECT  a  $120.00 -  - 

_  1993  YUKON  QUEST,  1  OZ.  SILVER  MEDAL  a  $29,00  -  - 

_  1992  ALASKA  HIGHWAY/LEND  LEASE  MEDAL  a  $16.00  -  - 

_  ALASKA  TRANSPORTATION  1  OZ.  SILVER  MEDAL  a  $14.00  -  - 

_  ALASKA  RAILROAD  1  OZ.  SILVER  MEDAL  a  $24.95 - - 

_  PRESIDENTIAL/PAPAL  VISIT  1  OZ.  SILVER  MEDAL  a  $30.00  —  _ 

_  MATANUSKA  VALLEY  50TH  ANNIV.  1  OZ.  SILVER  MEDAL  3  $25  -  _ 

BOOKS  BOOKS 

_  TALES  OF  ALASKA  AND  THE  YUKON  a  $15.00 - - 

_  WHISKEY  PEDDLER  a  $12.00  -  - 

POSTAGE  AND  INSURANCE  -  2.5Q 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED  - - 

PLEASE  SEND  TO: 

NAME _ ADDRESS _ 

CITY _ STATE  OR  PROV. _ ZIP _ 

PLEASE  SEND  ORDERS  TO  A.R.C.I.,  P.O.  BOX  72832,  FAIRBANKS,  AK  99707 
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POLAR  NUMISMATIST 

A.R.C.I.  •  P.O.  Box  72832,  Fairbanks,  Alaska  99707  •  (907)  452-6461  •  Subscription  $10.00/year 


VOLUME  XV,  NUMBER  7. 


AUGUST,  1993. 


Joe  Vogler,  founder  of 
the  Alaskan  Independence  Party,  has  been  miss¬ 
ing  since  May  30.  Rumors  abound  concerning  who 
is  responsible  for  his  disappearance.  The  fa¬ 
vorite  culprit  in  these  rumors  is  the  Federal 
Government.  Joe  has  been  a  thorn  in  their  side 
since  he  founded  the  A.I.P.  in  XXXX . 


JOSEPH  E.  VOGLER 
ALASKAN  PATRIOT 


Others  feel  that  he  just  wandered  off  into  the  woods  and  ended  it 
all.  They  point  to  the  death  last  year  of  Doris,  his  wife  of  28  years 
as  being  the  cause  of  a  depression.  The  facts  just  don't  bear  this 
out.  His  dogs  were  left  in  the  house  without  food  or  water.  As  many 
friends  have  said,  he  loved  those  dogs  more  than  he  liked  most 
people.  And  his  trade  mark  fedora  was  still  at  the  house. 


Educated  as  a  lawyer,  Vogler  was  a  formidable  opponent  for  any  "posy¬ 
sniffing"  bureau-rat.  Whether  it  was  Carter's  lock  up  of  Alaskan 
lands,  or  defending  the  right  to  use  historic  trails,  Joe  was  ready 
to  take  up  the  fight. 

The  most  famous  incident  happened  when  he  was  driving  a  "cat"  and 
other  heavy  equipment  to  his  claim  on  Woodchopper  Creek  on  an 
historic  trail.  The  National  Park  Service  advised  him  he  needed  a 
permit  to  do  this,  and  that  the  permit  would  be  valid  only  in  the 
winter.  Joe  told  them  in  no  uncertain  terms  what  they  could  do  with 
their  permit.  As  Joe  was  convoying  his  equipment  to  the  claim,  the 
National  Park  Service  swooped  in  with  two  helicopters  loaded  with 
Park  Rangers  armed  with  automatic  weapons. 

Jce  made  three  runs  at  the  governorship  of  Alaska  in  1974,  1982  and 
1986.  The  main  premise  of  the  A.I.P.  is  that  Alaska  should  be  given 
a  vote  as  to  whether  it  should  remain  a  state.  Under  the  UN  Charter 
(a  legally  binding  treaty  which  the  US  signed)  non-self governing 
territories  (which  the  US  listed  Alaska  as  with  the  UN  at  the  time) 
must  be  given  the  choice  of  status  quo,  independence  or  to  join  with 
the  colonizing  country.  "A  colony  is  any  people  or  territory 
separated  from  a  ruling  power,  but  subject  to  that  power.  The  United 

(continued  on  page  51) 


North  of  60° 


South  of  50° 


EDITORIAL 

This  summer  has  been  the  hottest  your 
editor  can  remember.  It  hit  80  in  early 
May  cooled  off  for  a  week  or  two,  and  then 
stayed  in  the  70s  and  80s  for  most  of  June 
and  July.  Even  had  a  week  in  the  90s!  Not 
complaining,  but  if  I  wanted  hot  weather, 
I  would  not  live  in  Alaska! 

The  tourists  are  just  dumb  struck  by  our 
weather.  They  came  here  to  cool  of,  and 
are  quite  surprised  to  find  it  in  the  80s 
and  90s . 

Noted  author  Frovin  Sieg  stopped  in  last 
week  with  his  wife,  daughter  and  nephew. 
Mr.  Sieg  is  best  known  for  his  catalogues 
on  Scandinavian  coins,  tokens  and  bank¬ 
notes  . 

And  just  this  morning,  Emil  Zanarini , 
Felix  Pedro's  grand-nephew  came  in.  Mr. 
Zanarini  promised  his  mother  he  would 
visit  Alaska,  where  his  uncle  had 
discovered  gold.  That  was  73  years  ago, 
and  he  finally  made  it! 

We  finally  have  the  address  of  a  pre-state¬ 
hood  counterfeiter.  Hopefully,  in  the  next 
issue,  or  the  one  after  that,  we  should  be 
able  to  bring  you  this  interesting  story. 


Alaskan  Token  Collector  &  Polar  Numisma¬ 
tist,  published  10  times  per  year,  is  a 
publication  of  Alaska  Rare  Coin  Invest¬ 
ments.  All  articles  remain  the  property  of 
the  authors  and  may  not  be  reprinted 
without  their  consent. 


Editor  -  Dick  Hanscom 
Associate  Editor  -  Jerry  Cleworth 
Kenai  Peninsula  Correspon.  -  Kurtis  Hawk 
Canadian  Correspondent  -  Jerry  Remick 
Yukon  Correspondent  -  Jim  Robb 
Scandinavian  Corr.-  Jurgen  S/mod 

Subscription  Rates: 

US  &  Canada  $10  per  year 

Elsewhere  $20  per  year 

Collector's  Advertising  Rates: 

1  page  -  $15  1/2  page  -  $8 

1/4  page  -  $5 

1/5  page,  business  card  size  -  $15  for  5 
months . 

Classified  ads:  50  //line  (42  characters) 
Corrmercial  Advertisers,  write  for  rates. 


GANDER  TRADE  DOLLAR 


The  famous  World  War  II  fighter  aircraft, 
the  Spitfire,  is  depicted  on  Gander's  1993 
"Aviation  Dollar"  issued  by  the  Gander  and 
Area  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Gander,  Newfound¬ 
land.  This  is  Gander's  twelfth  annual  muni¬ 
cipal  trade  token  in  its  series  depicting 
aircraft  of  World  War  II  that  refueled  at 
Gander's  airport  before  flying  overseas. 

The  obverse  of  the  trade  dollar  shows  the 
Spitfire.  The  reverse  side  features  the 
logo  of  the  Gander  and  Area  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  showing  a  Canada  goose  in  flight. 

The  Spitfire  will  probably  go  down  in  the 
record  books  as  the  best  loved,  and  certain¬ 
ly  the  best  known  fighter  aircraft  ever 
built.  Along  with  the  Hawker  Hurricane,  it 
fought  and  won  the  "Battle  of  Britain,  when 
the  famous  "few"  were  successful  in  turning 
back  the  mighty  German  Luftwaffe,  as  Adolph 
Hitler  tried  to  bring  the  British  people  to 
their  knees.  Over  20,000  Spitfires  were 
built,  a  few  are  still  in  flying  condition. 

The  Sherritt  Mint  of  Fort  Saskatchewan, 
Alberta  struck  12,000  specimens  on  33mm 
nickel  bonded  steel  blanks,  and  gold  plated 
a  small  quantity.  The  NBS  specimens  are 
available  postpaid  for  $1.50,  while  the 
gold  plated  NBS  specimens  in  presentation 
case  are  $12.00.  Order  can  be  sent  to 
Gander  and  Area  Chamber  of  Commerce,  109 
Trans-Canada  Highway,  Gander,  Newfoundland, 
Canada  A1V  1P6. 

Back  issues  are  available,  postpaid  as 
follows:  1984,  1985,  1988  ($4  each);  1989 
($3.50),  1990  ($3),  1991  ($2.50)  and  1992 
($2).  The  1982,  1983,  1986  and  1987  issues 
are  sold  out. 

-Jerry  Remick 
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JOE  VOGLER,  cont. 


DAWSON 


1962 


States  has  made  a  colony  of  Alaska," 
Vogler  has  said.  In  1959,  Alaska  was 
given  only  the  choice  of  statehood  or  to 
remain  a  territory. 

Alaska's  current  governor  and  lieutenant 
governor  ran  on  the  Alaskan  Independence 
Party  ticket.  We  were  hoping  for  an 
administration  that  would  take  a  more 
active  role  in  opposing  the  Federal 
Government's  control  and  oppression  of 
Alaska.  Unfortunately,  this  has  not 
happened . 

Joe's  latest  tirade  came  this  past  winter 
at  the  "Wolf  Summit".  Even  the  Christian 
Science  Monitor  opened  its  article  about 
the  summit  in  the  February  25,  1993  issue 
taking  note  of  Joe  Vogler.  Always  opposed 
to  control  from  "the  outside",  Joe  was 
once  again  on  his  soapbox  assailing  the 
"posy  sniffers".  The  Monitor  quoted  Joe, 
"Unless  you  live  in  Alaska,  you  have 
absolutely  no  right  to  make  any  input 
into  our  fish  and  game  rules." 

Whatever  the  cause  of  Joe's  disappear¬ 
ance,  there  are  many  that  would  like  it 
solved.  It  really  is  too  long  to  think 
that  he  will  be  found  alive.  But  I  have 
to  think  that  maybe,  if  Joe  had  to  pick  a 
way  to  go  out,  he  might  just  find  this 

mysterious  disappearance  amusing. 

k  k  kkkkkkkkkkkk 

A  one  ounce,  40.2mm  silver  medal  (illus¬ 
trated  on  the  front  page)  has  been  issued 
honoring  Joe  Vogler.  This  medal  was 
planned  before  his  disappearance,  for  the 
occasion  of  his  80th  birthday.  These  are 
being  sold  by  the  AIP  Century  Club,  P.0. 
Box  72220,  Fairbanks,  AK  99707.  Write 
first  for  current  price. 


CHENA  ,  ALASKA 

Chena  once  competed  with  Fairbanks  to  be 
the  largest  city  in  the  interior.  The 
beginning  of  the  Tanana  Valley  Railroad 
was  based  here.  Paolo  Greer  works  with 
old  maps  and  aerial/satellite  photos,  and 
he  has  plotted  an  old  Sanborn  Fire 
Insurance  map  of  Chena  onto  a  relatively 
current  photo  (see  the  next  page).  As  you 
will  note,  most  of  old  Chena  is  now  in 
the  Tanana  River.  Maybe  this  is  why  more 
Chena  tokens  don't  turn  up! 


(From  Jessen's  Weekly,  6/27/62) 

Big  Gold  Rush  Festival  At  Dawson  Underway 
Sunday 


This  coming  Sunday  will  be  a  great  day  at 
Dawson  and  its  is  expected  many  Fairbanks- 
ans  will  be  there  when  the  first  Dawson 
City  Gold  Rush  Festival  opens. 

What  will  now  be  an  annual  affair  marks 
the  anniversary  of  the  day  in  1896  when 
the  gold  was  discovered  in  nearby  Bonanza 
Creek,  which  set  off  the  gold  stampede. 
The  festival  will  continue  all  summer 
long,  ending  August  17. 

The  roaring  hub  of  the  Klondike  Gold  Rush 
was,  of  course,  Dawson  City,  Yukon  Terri¬ 
tory,  338  miles  north  of  Whitehorse. 
Since  those  early  days  the  town  has  been 
more  or  less  a  relic  with  about  800  inha¬ 
bitants  -  but  it  will  be  a  real  lively 
relic  from  here  on  out! 

The  residents,  and  many  others,  have 
worked  hard  for  a  solid  year  preparing 
for  this  first  Dawson  City  Gold  Rush  Fes¬ 
tival  . 

Restoration  Work  -  Everything  in  the 
historically  famous  old  gold  camp  has 
been  repainted  and  restored  to  its  former 
glory.  Motels  and  a  tent  city  have  been 
built  and  tons  of  food  supplies  freighted 
in.  There  will  be  bear  and  buffalo  steaks 
king  salmon  and  Yukon  blueberries. 

Planned  entertainment  includes  Arctic  air 
tours,  gold  field  tours,  parades,  dances, 
Yukon  River  canoe  trips,  and,  listen  to 
this,  a  pre-Broadway  opening  of  a  now 
show  on  the  stage  of  the  old  Palace  Grand 
Theater . 
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Chena  pueblo  around  1908  . 
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Paolo  Greer,  PO  Box  70543,  Fairbanks,  AK  99707-0543 


THE  TRIPLE  ALLIANCE  SYNDICATE 


ff>  The  1  Tiple  Alliance  Syndicate 
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OF  CHEN  A,  ALASKA 
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California  Sideboard  i 


Series  AAA 


Mike's  Fish  Camp 


HEAD  OF  NAVIGATION , 

TEN  MILES  FROM  HOT-AIR  ZONE 


No. 


n  $ 


O  •  i 


c 


Ten  Days  Before  the  Frost  is  on  the 
Fishwheelr  Autumn  1908.  We  Promise  to 
Pay  on  Demand',  25  Cents  in  Trade. 
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OUR  IIO-PROO?  GUARANTEE 
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T/y/j  /5  to  Certify  that  there  is  in  the  Tan  ana  River ,  to  the 
host  of  our  knowledge  and  belief,  FISH  to  the  value  of 

$50,000.00 

Hut  w**  only  this  ( Vrtiliratoto  lx*  worth  !*."»  routs  in  i  r:u I « *  :ii  our  salesvonins. 
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i*  Z For  California  Sideboard, 
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•  id  Ike's  Fish  Caru/i.  ‘s* 


^o/*'  Howard  Bar. 


F  or 


A  neat  item  from  Alan 
Weinberg.  Appears  to  be  the 
second  of  this  piece  to 
appear.  The  first  is  shown 
to  the  right.  It  was  part 
of  a  photocopy  showing  many 
paper  items  in  a  prominent 
collection.  The  above  is 
No.  187,  while  the  one  to 
the  right  is  No.  488.  Obvi¬ 
ously  used  in  1908  as  a  25 
cent  trade  note  during  the 
banking  crisis.  Wonder  how 
far  into  the  river  these 
three  pieces  would  be! 


The  Triple  Alliance  Syndicate  ] 

OF  CHENA.  ALASKA 


i  California  Sideboard  Howard  Bar  Hi  Mike's  Fish  Camp 


Series  AAA 


HEAD  OF  NAVIGATION . 
ten  miles  most  hot. Am  zone 


No 


Ten  Days  Before  itie  Frcst  is  on  the 
Fishwheel.  tntumx  1908  We  Promise  to 
!  P?f  on  nemesit,  25  Cents  in  TrHo. 
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JIM  ROBB ' S  YUKON  RARER 


50 


THOUSAND 


m 


Sourdough 

SAWBUCKS 


ROOD  ONLY  AT  THE 
YUKON  SOURDOUGH  RENDEZVOUS 


5  0  dan*-  Het  Jtiutdxrt 

TREASURER  POKEPINCHER 


50 


THOUSAND 


WHITEHORSE:  Sourdough  Sawbucks ,  50  Thousand.  Circa  1963  or  1964.  Dave 
Robertson  was  the  director  of  the  Rendezvous  in  these  years.  Later, 
he  became  owner  of  the  Yukon  News.  The  note  was  designed  by  Jim  Robb. 


WHITEHORSE:  Satirical  note.  The  Canadian  Federal  Government  cancelled 
funding  for  a  project  in  the  Whitehorse  area.  The  mayor  wanted  to 
continue  it.  The  question  of  where  the  money  was  to  come  from  was 
brought  up  and  someone  suggested  they  print  their  own,  thus  the  note. 
Paste  ups  over  old  Canadian  $100.  Black  on  green,  irregular  size, 
larger  than  the  original  note. 
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FAIRBANKS 


F»  A  F*  E  R  POTPOURR  X 


Dairy 
Queen 


Good  for  one  FREE 
Large  DQ  Sundae® 
at  University  Dairy  Queen 


*4 


'  X 

•f  HALLMARK  AWARd'vI 
STATION  // 


Treat  Capital  of  the  World” 


Courtesy  of  Dale’s  Alaska  Chevron 
on  the  corner  of  Illinois  and  Minnie 

-A  ‘  ‘  '•  j 

Offer  good  thru  October  31,  1987 


0 


3638 


Dairy  Queen/Dale's  Chevron:  Good  for  one  Free  Large  DQ  Sundae.  Black 
on  off  white,  151mm  by  61mm. 


$1  $i 

CREDIT  UNION  DAY  AT  THE  FAIR 


GOOD  FOR  $1 

$1 


Thursday,  August  12, 1993 

.00  OFF  THE  DAILY  ADULT  ADMISSION  PRICE 


Valid  only  on  Thursday,  August  12, 1993 


red i t  Union  Day  at  the  Fair:  $1  off  daily  admission  price  to  the 
Tanana  Valley  State  Fair,  August  12,  1993.  Black  on  light  green, 
158mm  by  57mm. 
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(ESTER,  AK)  Cripple  Creek  Resort /Mai emute  Saloon:  $2  off  Crab  Dinner 
Show.  Black  on  red,  187mm  by  85mm. 


5  5 


FOR  THE  RECORD 


EIELSON  AFB:  343rd  Security  Police  Sq. 
Bronze,  41mm. 


LANSING  CREEK,  YT:  James  Mervyn,  25 i  in 
trade.  Octagonal  aluminum,  27mm  (submitted 
by  Jim  Robb) . 


Sfindre  Str^mf  jord,  Greenland:  Previously 
reported,  there  are  two  varieties  of  this 
laundry  token.  The  difference  can  be  found 
in  the  KGH.  The  wide  spacing  was  reported 
in  the  May-June  issue.  The  narrow  spacing 
was  reported  by  Frovin  Sieg.  Both  are 
aluminum,  27mm. 


MAVERICK:  A.P.  &  C.  Corp . ,  Trona .  Good  for 
in  trade.  Aluminum,  19mm.  Mr.  Sieg 
brought  this  from  Denmark  hoping  it  was 
Alaskan.  The  place  name  "Trona"  is  not  in 
Dictionary  of  Alaska  Place  Names  by  Orth. 
Any  help  would  be  appreciated. 


(submitted  by  Karl  Ward). 


Valley  of  the  Eagles 


Introduces 


An  1 890s  gold  rush  town  recreated 
from  the  movie  set  where  the 
motion  picture  White  Fang  was  filmed. 

Visit  with  artists  in  action 

*5*  Pan  for  gold 

Daily  performances 

^  Authentic  sled  dog  demonstrations 
and  photo  opportunities 

Klondike  Saloon 

Southeast  Alaska  logging  museum 
^Tum-of-the-centuiy  print  shop 

-  FOR  INFORMATION  CONTACT - 

Southeast  Alaska  State  Fair 
P.O.  Box  385,  Haines,  AK  99827 
907-766-2476 

Qroups  Welcome 

HAINES:  (at  left).  Dalton  City,  SE  Alaska 

State  Fair.  Struck  in  35mm  plain  aluminum 
(500)  and  gold  anodized  aluminum  (2000). 
The  gold  colored  ones  will  be  worth  $2  in 
the  stores  at  Dalton  City.  Gold  anodized  is 
available  for  $2  plus  SASE  from  the  above 
address.  The  plain  aluminum  are  sold  out. 
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AUGUST  1993  ATC&PN  -  ORDER  BLANK 

_  AURORA  II,  ALASCOM  IN  STOCK  AGAIN,  AU/BU  a  $19,00  -  - 

_  PLACER  MINERS  OF  ALASKA,  1  0Z .  SILVER ;  HYDRAULIC 

MINER  ON  OBV,,  LIST  OF  STRIKES  REV.  ONLY  1  a  $30.00  —  _ 

_  MT.  VAUGHAN  ANTARCTIC  EXPEDITION  1  OZ.  SILVER  a  $29  ---  _ 

_  WOLF  SUMMIT  MEDAL,  1  OZ .  SILVER  a  $16.00 - - 

_  1993  STATE  OF  ALASKA  1  OZ.  SILVER  MEDAL  a  $14.50  -  - 

_  1993  STATE  OF  ALASKA  WITH  PLAIN  EDGE  a  $20.00  -  - 

_  1993  STATE  OF  ALASKA,  PROOF  a  $24.95  -  - 

_  1990  IDITAROD  MEDAL  WITH  ERROR  REVERSE  a  $40.00  -  - 

_  1991  OR  1992  IDITAROD  MEDAL,  CORRECT  REVERSE,  $29  EACH-  _ 

_  1993  IDITAROD  MEDAL  a  $29.00  -  - 

_  1990-1993  IDITAROD  MEDAL  SET  OF  4:  1990-1992  WITH 

ERROR  REVERSE  a  $200.00 - - 

_  1990-1993  IDITAROD  MEDAL  SET  OF  4:  1990  WITH  ERROR 

REVERSE,  1991  AND  1992  WITH  CORRECT  a  $120.00 -  - 

_  1993  YUKON  QUEST,  1  OZ .  SILVER  MEDAL  a  $29.00  - - 

_  1992  ALASKA  HIGHWAY/LEND  LEASE  MEDAL  a  $16.00  -  - 

_  ALASKA  TRANSPORTATION  1  OZ.  SILVER  MEDAL  a  $14.00  -  - 

_  ALASKA  RAILROAD  1  OZ.  SILVER  MEDAL  a  $24.95 - - 

_  PRESIDENTIAL/PAPAL  VISIT  1  OZ .  SILVER  MEDAL  a  $30.00  --  _ 

_  MATANUSKA  VALLEY  50TH  ANNIV.  1  OZ.  SILVER  MEDAL  a  $25  -  _ 

BOOKS  BOOKS 

_  TALES  OF  ALASKA  AND  THE  YUKON  a  $15.00 - - 

POSTAGE  AND  INSURANCE  -  2.50 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED - - 

PLEASE  SEND  TO: 

NAME _ ADDRESS _ 

CITY _ STATE  OR  PROV. _ ZIP _ 

PLEASE  SEND  ORDERS  TO  A.R.C.I.,  P.O.  BOX  72832,  FAIRBANKS,  AK  99707 
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POLAR  NUMISMATIST 

A.R.C.I.  •  P.0.  Box  72832,  Fairbanks,  Alaska  99707  •  (907)  452-6461  •  Subscription  $10.00/year 


VOLUME  XV,  NUMBER  8. 


OCTOBER,  1993. 


THE  SILVER  DOLLAR  BAMD1T 


Counterfeit  silver  dollars  started  appearing  in  Fairbanks  on  the 
afternoon  of  February  7,  1958.  Apparently  two  types  were  out  there. 
One  was  a  dull  lead  in  color,  and  about  half  again  as  thick  as  a 
silver  dollar.  When  dropped,  they  made  a  dull  thud.  The  others  were 
shiny,  but  very  light  in  weight.  These  made  a  hollow  metal  ring  when 
dropped.  They  were  dated  either  1922  or  1923.  The  counterfeiter's 
"mistake"  was  that  they  were  two  headed. 

In  the  winter  of  1957  and  1958,  John  Covey  was  experimenting  with 
casting  materials  and  molds.  Wanting  to  cast  a  chess  set,  he  searched 
for  something  to  copy  to  find  the  proper  materials.  What  better  than 
a  silver  dollar!  And  while  he  was  at  it,  why  not  a  "flipping  coin", 
one  with  two  heads.  As  it  turns  out,  this  was  probably  the  worst  item 
he  could  have  chosen. 


The  project  was  all  but  forgotten  when  John  received  a  phone  call 
from  a  friend  on  another  matter.  "Say  John,  have  you  heard  about  the 
counterfeit,  two  headed  dollars  being  passed?"  After  getting  off  the 
phone,  John  went  to  his  dresser  drawer  and  found  that  the  coins  he 
had  cast  the  previous  winter  were  missing. 

John's  family  (his  wife  and  three  children)  had  taken  in  a  17  year 
old  boy  that  winter.  The  teenager  was  having  problems  at  home,  and 
John  had  known  the  boy's  father  for  years.  When  John  found  the  coins 
missing,  he  knew  exactly  what  had  happened. 

He  hurried  to  his  car,  and  drove  downtown  to  find  the  lad.  After  a 
brief  search  of  the  places  a  17  year  old  might  be  hanging  out,  John 
saw  him  walking  down  Second  Ave .  He  went  over  to  him  and  told  him  in 
no  uncertain  terms  to  get  in  the  car.  They  drove  to  the  a  secluded 
part  of  the  Chena  River.  The  youth  admitted  to  passing  the  coins,  and 
produced  the  remaining  ones.  These  were  disposed  of  in  the  river. 
John  told  the  boy  to  stay  out  of  sight  for  a  week,  not  wanting  him  to 
be  recognized  as  the  passer  of  the  bogus  coins. 

The  coins  were  passed  at  Ray's  Super  Market,  Co-op  Drug,  the  theater 

(continued  on  page  60) 


North  of  60° 


South  of  50° 


EDITORIAL 

How  do  you  ask  a  friend  if  he  had  ever 
been  arrested  for  counterfeiting?  That  is 
the  dilemma  I  faced  this  summer  when 
looking  at  old  Fairbanks  newspapers,  I 
found  the  name  of  a  man  I  know,  being 
arrested  for  counterfeiting! 

I  have  known  John  Covey  for  nearly  20 
years.  He  left  Alaska  in  1978  and  I  had 
only  seen  him  once  since  then. 

A  friend  had  John's  address.  He  wrote  to 
John  to  tell  him  he  would  be  hearing  from 
me.  When  he  brought  the  address  in,  I  was 
faced  with  the  problem  of  how  to  ask  John 
a  question  about  his  distant  past.  I 
couldn't  just  write  a  letter  and  say  "Hey 
John,  ever  been  busted  for  counter¬ 
feiting?".  I  procrastinated,  then  got  a 
call  from  the  friend  that  provided  John's 
address  telling  me  John  was  in  town. 

John  came  in  that  day,  and  we  sat  in  the 
back  room  here  at  the  store  and  talked  for 
about  two  hours  about  his  "heinous"  crime. 
John  came,  in  to  talk  to  me  knowing  that  I 
wanted  to  do  an  article. 

If  John  had  asked,  I  would  have  changed 
his  name,  or  even  killed  the  article  if  it 
was  going  to  make  his  life  uncomfortable. 
Many  of  John's  friends  from  the  50s  and 
60s  know  of  this  incident,  and  still  refer 
to  him  as  the  Silver  Dollar  Bandit. 
Others,  like  myself,  that  made  John's 
acquaintance  at  a  later  date  will  be  sur¬ 
prised  by  the  story,  but  realize  that  the 
biggest  mistake  was  the  item  he  decided  to 
copy!  John's  attitude  is  a  lot  like  my 
father's:  If  they  (your  friends  and 
acquaintances)  don't  know  better,  the  heck 
with  them! 

All  John  asked  was  that  I  not  mention  the 
names  of  others  involved.  The  only  other 
names  mentioned  were  in  the  articles  in 
the  newspapers. 

As  I  suspected  from  the  news  accounts,  it 
was  not  a  serious  effort  at  counterfeit¬ 
ing.  Today,  the  Treasury  would  confiscate 
the  coins  and  molds,  but  it  is  doubtful 
any  charges  would  be  filed. 

Our  thanks  to  John  for  sharing  this  story 
with  us.  It  makes  an  interesting  footnote 
in  Alaskan  numismatics! 


PROJECTS  UP-DATF. 

The  Stocks  and  Bonds  book  is  still  on  hold 
until  we  get  the  photos.  The  negatives  were 
given  to  a  University  student  this  past 
spring,  and  we  still  do  not  have  the 
prints.  As  soon  as  we  receive  them,  then  we 
will  start  the  layout.  We  have  contacted 
several  printers/publishers,  and  when  we 
know  the  exact  format  and  number  of  pages, 
we  will  put  it  out  to  bid. 

"Readings  in  Alaskan  Numismatics"  will  not 
progress  until  we  get  the  S&B  book  done. 
Many  of  the  articles  as  noted  earlier  are 
confirmed,  and  more  have  been  confirmed 
since  the  last  mention  of  this  in  the  news¬ 
letter.  There  have  been  some  disappoint¬ 
ments  in  not  hearing  from  some  people,  but 
that  is  to  be  expected.  All  well  known 
authorities  have  indicated  they  will  cooper¬ 
ate  . 

It  is  hoped  that  these  two  books  will  be  of 
the  same  size  format  as  Ron  Benice's 
"Alaska  Tokens".  There  is  a  second  edition 
of  Ron's  book  coming,  and  hopefully  it  will 
either  be  the  same  size  as  the  first 
edition,  or  ours  will  be  so  slow  as  to  be 
able  to  match  up  with  the  new  edition. 

To  be  honest,  the  summer  season,  with 
tourists,  and  the  best  summer  weather  in 
the  19  years  I  have  been  here  have  contri¬ 
buted  to  these  projects  not  being  of  top 
priority . 


Alaskan  Token  Collector  &  Polar  Numisma¬ 
tist,  published  10  times  per  year,  is  a 
publication  of  Alaska  Rare  Coin  Invest¬ 
ments.  All  articles  remain  the  property  of 
the  authors  and  may  not  be  reprinted 
without  their  consent. 


Editor  -  Dick  Hanscom 
Associate  Editor  -  Jerry  Cleworth 
Kenai  Peninsula  Correspon.  -  Kurtis  Hawk 
Canadian  Correspondent  -  Jerry  Remick 
Yukon  Correspondent  -  Jim  Robb 
Scandinavian  Corr.-  Jurgen  S^mod 
Subscription  Rates! 

US  &  Canada  $10  per  year 

Elsewhere  $20  per  year 

Collector's  Advertising  Rates: 

1  page  -  $15  1/2  page  -  $8 

1/4  page  -  $5 

1/5  page,  business  card  size  -  $15  for  5 
months . 
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COUNTERFEITS „  cont . 


and  other  businesses  doing  business  at 
night.  As  word  of  the  counterfeits 
spread,  people  were  offering  to  purchase 
them  for  $1.50! 

Months  went  by.  John  told  a  "friend" 
about  the  incident.  From  that  point  on  it 
was  only  a  matter  of  time.  The  "friend" 
induced  the  youth  to  relate  the  story  to 
another  friend.  This  "friend  of  a  friend" 
turned  out  to  be  deputy  marshal  Warren 
Emmerton . 

John  was  out  of  town  on  a  fire  fighting 
job  for  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management 
when  his  "friend"  sent  an  emergency 
message  to  him  to  meet  him  at  Globe  Creek 
Bridge.  By  road,  it  was  about  10  miles, 
but  across  country,  it  was  much  shorter 
so  John  cut  across  country.  When  he 
arrived,  his  "friend"  said,  "John, 
they're  on  to  you.  I've  a  plane  waiting 
for  you  at  Philips  Field  to  take  you  to 
Canada."  John  said  no  thanks,  and  hiked 
back  to  his  job  fighting  the  forest 
fire.  When  that  job  ended,  he  went  back 
into  town.  Nothing  happened,  and  he  was 
back  out  on  another  fire  in  a  couple  of 
days.  When  John  flew  back  into  town  from 
the  second  fire,  he  was  arrested  at  the 
airport.  John  said  it  looked  like  every 
law  enforcement  official  in  the  territory 
was  waiting  for  him  to  get  off  the  plane. 

The  headlines  read  "Bogus  Coin  Suspect 
Arraigned"  in  the  July  26,  1958  issue  of 
the  Fairbanks  Daily  News  Miner.  By  this 
time,  the  news  account  states  that  "Over 
20  of  the  crude  bogus  dollars  were  taken 
in  by  theaters  and  restaurants.  The  Mar¬ 
shal's  office  alleged  that  Covey  cast 
more  than  100  coins . "  John  thinks  the 
actual  number  of  coins  passed  was  seven. 
It  was  determined  that  the  composition  of 
the  coins  was  a  lead  compound  used  by 
newspapers . 

John  was  arraigned  on  two  charges  of 
counterfeiting  U.S.  coins  and  making  a 
counterfeit  mold.  "Six  other  persons  saw 
Covey  make  the  coins  or  knew  about  the 
counterfeiting...  One  of  them,  a  juvenile 
boy,  was  involved  in  passing  the  fake 
coins.  No  charges  are  contemplated 
against  the  six."  ( FDNM  7/28/58). 

On  October  8,  the  charges  against  John 


Covey  were  dismissed  on  the  grounds  that 
the  complaining  witness,  Deputy  Marshal 
Warren  Emmerton,  was  not  present.  He  was 
transporting  convicts  to  prisons  in  the 
States.  At  this  time,  the  charges  are 
reported  as  (1)  counterfeiting  17  silver 
dollars  and  (2)  making  and  possessing  a 
mold  for  the  coining  of  counterfeit 
coins.  Later  in  the  article  it  states 
that  "Scores  of  bogus  silver  dollars, 
some  of  them  with  two  heads  or  two  tails 
began  appearing  in  Fairbanks  Feb.  7. 
Covey  can  still  be  indicted  on  the  same 
charges  when  the  grand  jury  meets  next 
week"  (FDNM  10/9/58). 

Upon  being  released  from  his  bail,  John 
was  advised  by  his  attorney  to  leave  the 
territory.  John  made  plans  with  his 
family  to  visit  friends  and  relatives  in 
the  lower  48.  His  "friend"  would  house 
sit  for  him. 

On  October  15,  1958,  the  grand  jury  met 
and  issued  a  secret  indictment  on  the 
charges  John  was  previously  charged  with. 
Not  much  secret  that  this  was  for  John 
Covey . 

John's  "friend"  was  in  touch  with  John, 
and  with  the  police.  He  kept  the  local 
law  enforcement  officials  advised  as  to 
where  John  was,  and  John  was  arrested  in 
New  York  City  just  after  the  new  year, 
1959.  John  says  his  "friend"  even  told 
the  newspapers  that  he  was  trying  to  flee 
the  country  to  Israel.  We  could  not  find 
this  in  our  research. 

The  case  dragged  on,  with  motions  to 
dismiss  and  continue.  There  was  even  a 
possible  jurisdictional  problem.  Since 
Alaska  had  become  a  state,  the  judge  was 
not  sure  that  he  had  jurisdiction  to  try 
the  case! 

The  local  prosecuting  attorney  would  not 
even  consider  a  plea  bargain.  Finally,  on 
the  day  of  the  trial,  a  deal  was  struck. 
Plead  guilty  to  one  count,  the  other  two 
counts  would  be  dropped.  This  was  done, 
and  a  suspended  sentence  of  18  months  was 
imposed . 

To  his  friends  that  remember  this  episode 
in  his  life,  he  is  still  the  Silver 
Dollar  Bandit! 
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JIM  ROBB ’ S  YUKON  RARER  ROTROURRI 


ALASKA  HiGiro^ 
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24  -  OPEN  24  HRS 


CAMPING 
_  DIESEL 
G  -  GASOLINE 
LA  -  LAUNDROMAT 
L  -  LODGING 
M  -  MEALS 
P  -  PROPANE 
R  -  MECHANICAL  REPAIR 
RV  -  RECREATIONAL  VEHICLE 
SO  -  SANI  DUMP 

Q  _  QTHRF 

T  -  TIRE  SALES/REPAIR 


ii 

Here  on  the 
Alaska  Hwy. 
it’s  Husky 


wmmm 


V. 


ALASKA  HVa.«- 


miSKT  BlICR 


Husky 


Here  on  the 
Alaska  Hwy. 
it’s  Husky 


Expires  Sept.  30/93. 

Limit  one  Alaska  Highway  Husky  Buck  redemption  per  fill-up. 
May  not  be  combined  with  any  other  promotional  offer. 


Customer  Signature 


WHITEHORSE:  Tags  Food  &  Gas.  At  the  top  is  a  "Buck''  for  non-gas 

products.  It  is  black  on  orange,  126  by  65mm.  It  is  printed  on  only 
one  side.  Below  are  both  sides  of  the  Alaskan  Highway  Husky  Buck, 
stamped  for  Tags.  These  were  used  at  Husky  stations  on  the  Alaska  High- 
ay.  These  are  black  and  red  on  white,  151  by  69mm.  The  Tags  stamp  is 
1  ue  . 
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MONTH 


FEEDBACK 

We  heard  from  five  readers  that  Trona  is 
in  California.  The  tokens  from  this 
company  appear  to  be  very  common. 

Our  thanks  to  Brian  Denman,  Alan 
Weinberg,  Jerome  Schaeper,  Lew  Egnew  and 
last  but  not  least,  and  definitely  the 
most  distant,  Bob  Lyall  of  England! 


PRICES  REALIZED 

Only  one  sale  price  of  any  importance  to 
report  this  month. 

NW  TAMS  Auction: 

Katalla,  Smith  &  Duval  B-4a  190.00 

Neat  token  with  the  oil  derrick.  It 
appears  that  we  were  the  underbidder  on 
this  one! 


COIN  SALE  CONTINUES 


(From  the  Fairbanks  Daily  News-Miner, 
Feb.  12,  1960). 

"Sale  of  the  Alaska  statehood  souvenir 
"gold"  coins  issued  by  the  Fairbanks  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce,  will  continue.  Profits 
will  be  used  to  put  the  finishing  touches 
on  the  new  chamber  log  cabin.  A  sod  roof 
is  to  be  put  on,  sidewalks  laid,  and  land¬ 
scaping  remains  to  be  done  when  weather 
permits.  Fairbanks  merchants  may  obtain  a 
supply  of  the  coins  from  the  chamber 
office  at  a  reduced  rate.  They  retail  for 
$1. 


"The  Fairbanks  Chamber  of  Commerce  has  a 
supply  of  statehood  medallions  which  were 
authorized  by  the  legislature  a  year  ago. 
These  retail  for  $4  each.  Chamber  members 
may  buy  them  at  an  attractive  discount." 


It  is  interesting  what  one  finds  when 
doing  research  on  other  subjects.  The 
first  item  mentioned  above  is,  of  course, 
the  trade  dollar  issued  in  1959.  These 
were  sold  by  the  Chamber  up  until  the 
late  70s.  These  are  offered  in  the  next 
column . 


We  assume  that  the  medallions  are  the 
large  bronze  statehood  medals,  also 
struck  in  silver  and  gold. 


NEW  THIS 


We  have  finally  received  the  fractional 
silver  medals  of  this  years  official 
state  medal  series.  The  1/10  and  1/4 
ounce  medals  are  available  for  $4.50  and 
7.50  respectively. 


A  friend  recently  drove  the  Dempster  High¬ 
way  as  far  as  Fort  McPherson.  He  stopped 
off  at  Dawson  and  picked  up  ten  of  the 
new  $2.50  multi-colored  chips.  These  are 
really  nice,  with  red,  yellow,  green, 
pink,  white,  black  and  flesh  colors  used. 
Since  we  only  have  a  limited  number, 
please  limit  your  orders  to  one  piece. 


We  made  an  interesting  buy  of  the  1959 
Fairbanks  Trade  Dollars.  Generally  these 
trickle  in,  but  we  purchased  about  100. 
We  have  seen  other  dealers  selling  these 
for  as  much  as  $12.  Only  $1.50  each. 


We  have  purchased  a  reprint  of  Schwatka's 
"A  Summer  in  Alaska".  It  is  from  the  same 
publisher  as  "Tales  of  Alaska  and  the 
Yukon"  that  we  offered  this  past  summer. 
It  has  all  the  original  illustrations  and 
maps.  Very  inexpensive,  a  good  value. 
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Please  use  the  order  blank  on  the  last 
page . 


FOR  THE  RECORD 


ep 

;  AL£^/'r< 
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ANCHORAGE:  O'Neill's 


Good  for 

one  on  the  house.  Green  on  wood.  We  had 
not  noticed  this  before,  but  there  are 
initials  on  the  front,  and  these  are  dif¬ 
ferent.  One  is  TG  and  the  other  is  00.  Is 
this  a  security  measure,  with  the  bar¬ 
tender's  initials?  Any  others  out  there 
with  different  initials?  _ 


ALERT,  NWT:  Black  Phreep  Squadron,  Alwus 
Drunkus .  Black  on  wood.  Alert  is  at  82°31', 
and  thus  has  the  furthest  north  post  office 
in  the  world.  This  then  gains  the 
recognition  of  the  furthest  north  token! 
Another  variety  with  gold  printing  is  known 
(submitted  by  Brian  Denman). 


(ANCHORAGE) :  Christmas,  1992,  one  ounce 
silver  bar  by  Michael's  Jewelers  (submit¬ 
ted  by  Kurt  is  Hawk)  . 


WHITEHORSE,  YT:  Gold  Rush  Inn  medal.  Minted 
by  Alaska  Mint  in  brass  and  1  oz .  pure 
silver.  The  silver  comes  with  and  without  a 
nugget  in  the  pan  (submitted  by  Jim  Robb). 


MATANUSKA  VALLEY:  Heartland  of  Alaska 
(barn,  field,  road,  mountains).  Alaska, 
the  Last  Frontier.  One  ounce  pure  silver 
(submitted  by  Kurtis  Hawk).  _ 


YELLOWKNIFE,  NWT:  (in  the  next  column) 
Large  bronze,  uniface  plaque  by  Pressed 
Metal  Products,  Vancouver  (submitted  by 
Brian  Denman) . 
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ALASKA  RARE  COIN  INVESTMENTS 
P .O .  BOX  72832  —  531  SECOND  AVE . 

FAIRBANKS ,  ALASKA  99707 
(907)  452-6461 

AUCTION:  TO  BE  HELD  AT  7:00,  OCTOBER  16th  IN  FAIRBANKS.  These  are  just  the  Alaskan 

items.  If  you  want  a  complete  listing,  please  call  or  write.  Send  bids  to  the  address 
above.  Phone  bids  may  be  called  in  between  10AM  and  5PM  Alaska  time,  Monday  through 
Saturday . 
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Alaskan  tokens:  Alakanuk,  Alstrom  Trading  Co.  short  set  of  five  tokens; 

25  cents,  $1,  $5,  $10  and  $20,  missing  the  50  cents  token.  All  AU/BU  as 
usually  found.  Alstrom  had  another  store  at  Kwiguk,  and  these  tokens  are 
usually  found  in  very  well  worn  and  damaged  condition!  Set  of  5  tokens. 

Alaskan  Tokens:  Alaska  Rural  Rehabilitation  Corporation  (A.R.R.C.),  short 
set  of  seven  tokens;  1,  5,  10,  50  cents,  $1,  $5  and  $10.  Missing  only  the 
25  cents  tokens.  All  EF-AU.  An  attractive  set. 

Alaskan  tokens:  Barrow,  Tony's  Recreation  set  of  4;  5,  10,  25  and  50  cents. 
One  of  the  more  recent  sets  in  "Alaska  Tokens",  however,  fairly  scarce. 
Tony's  apparently  went  out  with  one  of  the  storms,  and  most  of  the  tokens 
went  with  it. 

Alaskan  tokens:  McCarthy,  Golden  Hotel,  12  1/2  cents  in  trade,  oval  brass. 
This  used  to  be  a  very  rare  token.  However,  a  hoard  appeared  about  10 
years  ago.  Even  after  the  hoard  was  discovered,  these  were  still  selling 
for  $200.  A  more  realistic  price  is 

Alaskan  Medal:  Alaska  Yukon  Pacific  Exposition,  1909.  Large,  75mm,  gold 
plated  bronze,  "gold  award"  medal.  Obverse  shows  the  seal  of  the  expo., 
while  the  reverse  has  a  wreath  and  a  plaque  labeled  "gold  medal  with 
room  for  additional  inscription.  Very  popular. 

Alaskan  Medals:  Alaska  Purchase  Centennial,  1967.  Very  large  silver  and 
bronze  set  with  Seward  on  the  obverse  and  the  Purchase  Centennial  Totem 
on  the  reverse.  These  used  to  sell  for  $200+,  but  with  more  coming  on  the 
market  now,  a  more  reasonable  price  is 

Alaskan  Medal:  Kodiak,  Good  for  one  drink  at  The  Beachcombers,  1967.  This 
is  the  silver  version  of  the  brass  drink  token.  The  brass  is  very  common, 
but  the  silver  is  quite  hard  to  come  by.  Serial  number  is  65,  and  our 
foggy  memory  tells  us  only  100  were  struck. 

Alaskan  Medals:  A~67,  Pioneer  Memorial  Park  (now  Alaskaland) .  Two  sets  of 
numbered  silver  and  bronze  medals  and  three  unnumbered  bronze  medals.  Very 
attractive  medals  showing  locomotive,  riverboat,  mine  entrance,  moose  and 
caribou.  A  total  of  7  medals. 

Alaskan  Medals:  Fairbanks  Coin  Club  medals  honoring  James  Wickersham,  1980. 
Set  of  silver  and  bronze,  with  a  very  low  serial  number  -  #3.  Wickersham 
was  one  of  the  major  figures  in  territorial  Alaska. 

Alaskan  Medals:  Fairbanks  Coin  Club  medals  honoring  Jeff  Studdert,  1981. 

Set  of  silver  and  bronze,  again  with  a  very  low  serial  number  -  #2.  Stud¬ 
dert  was  a  famous  sled  dog  racer.  The  racing  grounds  in  Fairbanks  are 
named  for  him. 

Trans-Alaskan  Pipeline  Medals:  All  1  oz.  silver.  #1-1974;  #3~1975J;  #5- 
1975D;  #8-1976S.  #1  is  EF,  the  others  uncirculated,  some  toning  present. 

#8  is  the  popular  Welding  scene.  A  total  of  4  pieces. 

Alaska  Rural  Rehabilitation  Corporation,  Commemorative  set  of  bingle 
reproductions.  The  obverse  looks  like  the  original  token,  the  reverse 
states  Matanuska  Valley-Alaska ,  Colony  Project  50th  Anniversary,  1935  - 
1985.  These  were  sold  by  some  as  being  from  the  original  dies.  This  is 
not  correct.  In  original  case,  set  number  339. 

Alaskan  Medal:  Bradley  Lake  Hydroelectric  Project,  1991.  One  ounce  silver 
medal  struck  by  the  Anchorage  Mint.  Only  500  struck.  This  was  a  presenta¬ 
tion  piece  for  dignitaries  at  the  dedication  ceremonies. 


100.00 

300.00+ 

80.00 

100.00 

100.00+ 

125.00 

75.00 

50.00 

30.00+ 


70.00+ 

25.00 

75.00 
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ESTIMATE 


235  Travel  Brochures:  Canadian  Pacific  B.C.  Coast  Steamship  Service,  "Alaska 
Daily  Bulletin".  Multi-colored,  folds  out  to  nice  map  of  the  coast  from 
Washington  to  Skagway.  Daily  itinerary  given.  Southeastern  Alaska/British 
Columbian  Indian  sea-going  canoe  on  front.  Very  attractive.  Also,  two 
publications  about  Ben-My-Chree  on  West  Taku  Arm  in  northern  British  Co¬ 
lumbia.  The  first  is  titled  "The  Story  of  Ben-My-Chree"  and  was  distributed 
by  the  White  Pass  &  Yukon  Route.  The  center  fold  is  all  photos,  and  some¬ 
one  has  saved  a  souvenir,  with  a  sprig  of  leaves  taped  into  the  booklet. 

The  second  is  "A  Lady  in  the  Wilderness"  by  Frederick  Niven,  and  it  was 
reprinted  from  the  Canadian  Home  Journal.  Very  nice  lot  of  3  items.  25.00+ 

A  SMALL  COLLECTION  OF  ALASKAN  SOUVENIR  SPOONS. 


236 

237 

238 

239 

240 

241 

242 


Alaskan  Silver  Spoon:  Log  Cabin  Church,  Juneau  in  the  bowl,  Seward,  a 
miner  and  a  totem  pole  on  the  handle.  Back  of  handle  has  polar  bear, 
seal  and  church.  MB  (Mayer  Brothers)  hallmark.  About  145mm  long.  50.00 

Alaskan  Silver  Spoon:  Log  Cabin  Church,  Juneau  in  the  bowl,  Seward,  a 
miner  and  a  totem  pole  on  the  handle.  Back  of  handle  has  polar  bear, 
seal  and  church.  MB  (Mayer  Brothers)  hallmark.  A  smaller  version  of 
the  spoon  above,  about  105mm  long.  45.00 

Alaskan  Silver  Spoon:  Log  Cabin  Church,  Juneau  in  the  bowl,  walrus,  church 
and  totem  pole  on  handle.  Same  bowl  design  as  above.  About  110mm  long.  40.00 

Alaskan  Silver  Spoon:  Juneau,  Alaska  engraved  in  bowl,  handle  is  inter¬ 
twined  fish.  About  140mm  long.  50.00 

Alaskan  Silver  Spoon:  Skagway  engraved  in  bowl,  ornate,  non-Alaskan  handle. 

About  130mm  long.  30.00 

Alaskan  Silver  Spoon:  Midnight  Sun,  Nome,  Alaska  engraved  in  bowl,  along 
with  an  engraved  scene  of  a  sail  boat,  side-wheel  steam  ship  and  the 
midnight  sun.  Flowers  on  handle.  About  130mm  long.  40.00 

Alaskan  Yukon  Pacific  Exposition  Silver  Spoon:  AYPE  seal  in  bowl,  Washing¬ 
ton  on  handle.  About  135mm  long.  30.00 


JASON  ISLANDS  NOTES 


Part  of  the  Falklands,  these  were  issued  to  raise  funds  for  a  wildlife  sanctuary.  The 
denominations  are  50  Pence,  1,5,10  and  20  Pounds;  green,  purple,  red,  blue  and  brown, 
respectively.  In  the  June,  1993  issue  of  Coin  News  (UK),  these  were  offered  by  a  dealer 
for  9.50  Pounds.  Help  us  clean  house,  and  take  these  off  our  hands  at  only  $3  per  set. 
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CHENA  VENTURES 
P.O.  Box  72491 
Fairbanks ,  AK 
99707 


All  cards  are  sold  as  is.  Some  cards  have 
been  used  and  are  not  priced  for  postmarks. 

If  card  is  not  in  good  condition,  price  is 
adjusted  accordingly.  Five  day  return  pri¬ 
vilege  on  any  purchase.  A  ten  percent  dis¬ 
count  with  the  purchase  of  three  or  more  cards. 
If  you  require  additional  information  about 
cards,  please  feel  free  to  inquire. 


For  new  collectors,  "R.P." 
for  real  photo;  all  others 
lished  by  a  printer.  This 
sale,  not  an  auct ion . . . pos 
purchases . 


is  abbreviation 
have  been  pub¬ 
is  an  outright 
tage  paid  on  all 


PUBLISHER  CARDNUMBER  TITLE 


VALUE 


MHEELER-R.P. 

132 

MHITE  PASS  4  YUKON  RY. 

NONE 

MINSCH  PUB. -1912 

NONE 

NINTER  4  POND 

23 

WINTER  4  POND 

NONE 

MINTER  l  POND  -  R.P. 

NONE 

MINTER  4  POND-R.P. 

11 

MINTER  4  POND-R.P. 

144A 

MINTER  4  POND-R.P. 

163 

MINTER  4  POND-R.P. 

305 

MINTER  4  POND-R.P. 

310 

MINTER  4  POND-R.P. 

312 

MINTER  4  POND-R.P. 

331 

MINTER  4  POND-R.P. 

349 

MINTER  4  POND-R.P. 

355 

MINTER  4  POND-R.P. 

375 

NINTER  4  POND-R.P. 

380 

MINTER  4  POND-R.P. 

398 

MINTER  4  POND-R.P. 

403 

MINTER  4  POND-R.P. 

77 

MINTER  4  POND-RP 

231 

MISCHMEYER-R.P. 

614 

ZACCARELLI’S 

356 

ZACCARELL I  ’  S 

815 

ZACCARELLI’S 

846 

ZACCARELLI'S 

846 

ZACCARELL I ’ S-DAWSON 

815 

COLUMBIA  6LACIER,  ALASKA 

KHITE  PASS  4  YUKON  ROUTE  -  SCENES  ALONG  THE  LINE  (POOR  CON) 

FIRST  THANKSGIVING  DAY  IN  ALASKA  1868  (PM’D  1912) 

BIRD’S-EYE  VIEW  OF  MUIR  GLACIER,  ALASKA  (DIFFERENT  BORDER/OTHER) 
CATHEDRAL  OF  ST.  PET ERS-BY-T HE-SEA ,  SITKA,  ALASKA. 

TREASURY  WARRANT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 
TAKU  GLACIER,  ALASKA. 

JUNEAU-DOUGLAS  BRIDGE 
SITKA  TOTEMS 
ALASKA  DOG  TEAM 

JUNEAU,  ALASKA  -  LOOKING  NEST  (CROPPED) 

UPTOWN  SECTION  OF  JUNEAU,  ALASKA 
JUNEAU,  ALASKA 
JUNEAU,  ALASKA  (AERIAL) 

TAKU  GLACIER,  ALASKA 

U.S.  TREASURY  NARRANT  AND  AGREEMENT  FOR  THE  SALE  OF  ALASKA 

BREAKING  TRAIL  IN  ALASKA 

TROLLING  FOR  KING  SALMON,  ALASKA 

NARRANT  FOR  PURCHASE  OF  ALASKA 

JUNEAU,  ALASKA 

JUNEAU,  ALASKA 

OUGLAS  (SP),  ALASKA 

CARIBOO  UP  THE  KLONDYKE  RIVER  Y.T .  (PHOTO  BY  J.DOODY) 

FLORAL  DISPLAY  AT  THE  YUKON  FAIR,  DAMSON  CITY,  Y.T. (POOR  COND.) 
BONANZA  PARK  AND  MINERAL  SPRINGS,  Y.T.  (POOR  CONDITION) 

BONANZA  PARK  AND  MINERAL  SPRINGS,  Y.T. 

FLORAL  DISPLAY  AT  THE  YUKON  FAIR,  DAMSON  CITY,  Y.T. 


3.50 
10.00 
11.00 

8.50 
8.00 

3.50 
5.00 
4.00 

4.50 
5.00 

4.50 
6.00 

6.50 
4.00 

3.50 

3.50 

5.50 

4.50 

3.50 
8.00 

6.50 

8.50 
11.00 

8.00 

7.50 
12.50 
12.00 


OCTOBER  1993  ATC&PN 


ORDER  B  E  A.  1ST  K 


FAIRBANKS  1959  TRADE  DOLLAR  @  $1.50  - 

DIAMOND  TOOTH  GERTIES  $2.50  CHIP  @  $4.50  - 

JASON  ISLANDS  "CURRENCY"  @  3.00  - 

AURORA  II,  ALASCOM  IN  STOCK  AGAIN,  AU/BU  @  $19.00  - 

MT.  VAUGHAN  ANTARCTIC  EXPEDITION  1  0Z .  SILVER  @  $29  - 

WOLF  SUMMIT  MEDAL,  1  OZ .  SILVER  @  $16.00  - - 

1993  STATE  OF  ALASKA  1  OZ .  SILVER  MEDAL  @  $14.50  - 

1993  STATE  OF  ALASKA  WITH  PLAIN  EDGE  @  $20.00  - 

1993  STATE  OF  ALASKA  1/4  OZ .  SILVER  MEDAL  @  $7.50  - 

1993  STATE  OF  ALASKA  1/10  OZ .  SILVER  MEDAL  @  $4.50  - 

1993  STATE  OF  ALASKA  SET  OF  3  SILVER  MEDALS  (1/10, 

l/4  AND  1  OZ.@  $25.00  - 


1993  STATE  OF  ALASKA,  PROOF  @  $24.95  - 

1990  IDITAROD  MEDAL  WITH  ERROR  REVERSE  @  $40.00  - 

1991  OR  1992  IDITAROD  MEDAL,  CORRECT  REVERSE,  $29  EACH- 

1993  IDITAROD  MEDAL  @  $29.00  - 

1990-1993  IDITAROD  MEDAL  SET  OF  4:  1990-1992  WITH 

ERROR  REVERSE  @  $200.00 - 


1990-1993  IDITAROD  MEDAL  SET  OF  4:  1990  WITH  ERROR 

REVERSE,  1991  AND  1992  WITH  CORRECT  @  $120.00 - 

_  1993  YUKON  QUEST,  1  OZ  .  SILVER  MEDAL  @  $29.00  - 

_  1992  ALASKA  HIGHWAY/LEND  LEASE  MEDAL  @  $16.00  - 

_  ALASKA  TRANSPORTATION  1  OZ .  SILVER  MEDAL  @  $14.00  - 

_  ALASKA  RAILROAD  1  OZ .  SILVER  MEDAL  @  $24.95 - 

_  PRESIDENTIAL/PAPAL  VISIT  1  OZ .  SILVER  MEDAL  @  $30.00  — 

_  MATANUSKA  VALLEY  50TH  ANNIV.  1  OZ .  SILVER  MEDAL  @  $25  - 

_  25th  ANNIV.  OF  STATEHOOD,  1  OZ  .  SILVER  MEDAL  @  $25 - 

_  U  OF  A  MUSEUM,  WOOLY  MAMMOTH,  1  OZ .  @  $28.00  - 

_  U  OF  A  MUSEUM,  RIVER  BOAT  NENANA,  1  OZ .  @  $29.75  - 

BOOKS  BOOKS 

_  TALES  OF  ALASKA  AND  THE  YUKON  @  $15.00  - 

_  A  SUMMER  IN  ALASKA  BY  SCHWATKA  (REPRINT)  @  $12.00  - 

POSTAGE  AND  INSURANCE  - 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED  - 


2 . 50 


PLEASE  SEND  TO: 

NAME _ 

CITY _ 


ADDRESS 


STATE  OR  PROV. 


ZIP 


PLEASE  SEND  ORDERS  TO  A.R.C.I.,  P.O.  BOX  72832,  FAIRBANKS 

72 


AK  99707 
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ALASKA  TRADE  TOKENS 


by 

Kaye  Dethridge 
Presented  at  the  meeting 
of  the  Alaska  Historical  Society 
held  in  Fairbanks 
October  9,  1993. 


What  is  a  token?  Webster  defines  a  token  as  a  piece  of  metal,  issued 
as  money,  with  a  face  value  greater  than  the  intrinsic  value.  To  this 
definition,  I  would  like  to  add  paper,  cardboard  and  leather. 

Tokens  have  been  around  as  long  as  coins.  It  seems  that  during  depres¬ 
sions  or  wars,  gold  and  silver  coins  disappear,  often  into  socks,  mat¬ 
tresses,  or  fruit  jars  buried  in  the  back  yard.  Some  kind  of  replace¬ 
ment  is  needed  to  conduct  business,  hence  the  trade  token.  When  our 
country  was  being  founded,  and  before  domestic  coins  were  struck, 
foreign  money  circulated  freely.  One  of  the  most  popular  was  the 
Spanish  piece  of  eight.  This  coin  was  more  or  less  dollar  size.  To 
help  solve  the  small  change  problem,  this  dollar  size  piece  of  eight 
was  cut  into  bits.  If  you  have  ever  wondered  where  the  term  two  bits 
and  four  bits  originated,  this  is  it.  Many  tokens  appear  with  12  1/2 
cents  on  them.  This  equals  1  bit.  A  6  1/4  cents  token  equals  a  half 
bit. 


The  worthless  "junk"  token,  with  little  history  behind  it,  can  be 
elevated  to  a  spot  of  great  importance.  In  many  instances  it  may  be 
the  only  item  left  from  a  long  forgotten  person  or  business. 

If  you  have  heard  the  term  "Bingle",  this  is  another  name  for  Alaskan 
trade  tokens.  The  term  "Bingle",  as  far  as  I  can  learn  is  unique  to 
Alaska.  The  dictionary  says  a  bingle  is  a  bob  or  a  term  used  in  base¬ 
ball.  The  answer  to  the  bingle  may  lie  in  the  first  definition,  as  a 
bob  is  a  British  word  for  shilling. 

The  "Bingle"  is  a  term  used  among  coin  collectors  for  the  Alaska 
Rural  Rehabilitation  Corporation  set  of  tokens.  These  tokens  were 
issued  to  the  farmers  who  were  brought  to  the  Palmer  region  in  the 
mid  1930s.  This  particular  eight  piece  set  of  tokens  gained  fame  be¬ 
cause  of  its  inclusion  in  a  coin  book  name  "A  Guide  Book  of  United 
States  Coins,"  published  yearly  by  Whitman  Publishing  Co. 

For  a  period  of  time,  the  word  Bingle  was  thought  to  be  connected 
with  the  Rev.  Bert  Bingle  who  worked  in  the  Chitina  area,  with  child¬ 
ren,  in  the  1930s.  However,  I  believe  this  to  be  wrong,  as  the  term 
is  much  older  than  the  1930s. 

(continued  on  page  75) 


North  of  60° 


South  of  50° 


EDITORIAL 

This  month,  we  are  please  to  present  the 
text  of  Kaye  Dethridge ' s  presentation  to 
the  Alaska  Historical  Society  annual  meet¬ 
ing,  held  recently  in  Fairbanks.  It  was 
good  to  see  Kaye  again.  Needless  to  say 
he  brought  a  few  pieces  for  "show  and 
tell  that  made  my  mouth  water.  Of  course 
they  were  not  for  sale.  Such  is  life. 

Your  editor  has  become  very  weary  of 
trying  to  find  items  that  have  appeared  in 
past  issues.  Sure,  I  have  the  10  year 
index,  and  then  the  yearly  indexes,  but 
that  is  not  good  enough.  Therefore,  the  15 
year  index  will  be  available  for  mailing 
with  the  December  issue  of  this  newslet¬ 
ter  .  It  will  be  between  20  and  25  pages 
(maybe  more),  and  I  must  say  that  I  am 
impressed.  Sorry  folks,  it  won't  be  free, 
but  if  you  have  a  need  to  use  these  news¬ 
letters  beyond  the  cursory  first  glance 
upon  receiving  it,  this  is  a  tool  you  will 
want.  You  can  use  the  order  blank  with  the 
Christmas  Shopper  enclosed  with  this 
issue . 

I  was  planning  to  raise  the  subscription 
rate  to  $12  next  year,  but  an  increase  in 
advertising  revenue  has  allowed  my  to  post¬ 
pone  this  increase.  I  hope  that  you  have 
let  Mrs.  Waugaman  know  that  you  appreciate 
her  ads  by  buying  something.  Candy  has  an 
office  upstairs  from  us,  and  comes  into 
the  shop  at  least  three  times  a  day.  My 
day  is  not  complete  without  harassing  her 
several  times.  But  let's  have  some  fun. 
Send  her  a  Christmas  card  at  Chena  Ven¬ 
tures  thanking  her  for  keeping  your  sub¬ 
scription  rates  low.  If  she  gets  cards 
from  a  couple  dozen  subscribers,  it  will 
floor  her.  Don't  tell  her  you  got  this 
idea  from  me.  This  will  come  as  a  total 
shock  to  her.  She  does  not,  as  a  rule,  see 
each  issue  of  the  newsletter  unless  she 
has  an  ad  in  it. 

Now  remember  folks,  leave  the  Christmas 
Shopper  on  the  kitchen  table  with  the 
appropriate  items  marked.  Make  it  easy  for 
your  significant  other  or  kids  this 
Christmas ! 

We  always  need  space  fillers  and  articles. 
If  you  come  across  anything  of  interest, 
please  let  us  hear  from  you.  Anything 
related  to  Alaska  might  be  useful. 


PRICES  REALIZED 

The  following  are  the  prices  realized  for 
the  Alaskan  section  of  our  auction  of 


October 

16,  1993. 

Lot 

222 

Alakanuk  tokens 

65.00 

223 

ARRC  tokens 

250.00 

224 

Tony's,  Barrow  tokens 

40.00 

225 

Golden  Hotel,  McCarthy 

100.00 

226 

AYPE  Award  Medal 

52.00 

227 

Large  Purchase  Cent. 

42.00 

228 

Beachcombers  medal 

55.00 

229 

A-67  medals 

20.00 

230 

Wickersham  medals 

15.00 

231 

Studdert  medals 

10.00 

232 

Pipeline  medals 

25.00 

233 

ARRC  Commem.  set 

15.00 

234 

Bradley  Lake  medal 

45.00 

235 

Travel  Brochures 

20.00 

236 

Alaska  Spoon 

22.00 

237 

Alaska  Spoon 

22.00 

238 

Alaska  Spoon 

18.00 

239 

Alaska  Spoon 

30.00 

240 

Alaska  Spoon 

28.00 

241 

Alaska  Spoon 

29.00 

242 

Alaska  Spoon 

19.00 

The 

auction,  overall,  was  a  buyers 

aucti< 

Prices  were  on  the  low  side  on  most  items. 
The  Alaskan  items  also  tended  to  be  low.  On¬ 
ly  the  McCarthy  token  reached  its  estimate. 


Alaskan  Token  Collector  &  Polar  Numisma¬ 
tist,  published  10  times  per  year,  is  a 
publication  of  Alaska  Rare  Coin  Invest¬ 
ments.  All  articles  remain  the  property  of 
the  authors  and  may  not  be  reprinted 
without  their  consent. 


Editor  -  Dick  Hanscom 
Associate  Editor  -  Jerry  Cleworth 
Kenai  Peninsula  Correspon.  -  Kurtis  Hawk 
Canadian  Correspondent  -  Jerry  Remick 
Yukon  Correspondent  -  Jim  Robb 
Scandinavian  Corr.-  Jurgen  S/mod 

Subscription  Rates: 

US  &  Canada  $10  per  year 

Elsewhere  $20  per  year 

Collector's  Advertising  Rates: 

1  page  -  $15  1/2  page  -  $8 

1/4  page  -  $5 

1/5  page,  business  card  size  -  $15  for  5 
months . 

Classified  ads:  50  //line  (42  characters) 
Commercial  Advertisers,  write  for  rates. 


74 


DETHRI DOE 


con  t  . 


Perhaps  the  first  type  of  Alaskan  token  was  the  leather  money  issued  by 
the  Russian  American  Company.  Articles  by  Anders  Berglund  ,  Tuukka 
Talvio  and  Randolf  Zander  appearing  in  the  "Journal  of  the  Russian 
Numismatic  Society"  Number  28  Autumn  1987  ,  and  Dr.  Pierce  s  article 
appearing  in  the  same  publication,  Number  37  Winter  1990,  add  much 
needed  knowledge  to  this  interesting  bit  of  Alaska  history. 

Dr.  Pierce's  article  states  these  were  first  printed  in  1816  with  the 
last  being  ordered  in  1852  and  shipped  in  February  of  1853.  During  the 
span  of  these  notes  they  have  been  printed  in  10,  25  and  50  Kopek,  1, 
5,  10  and  25  Ruble  denominations.  They  were  printed  on  both  cardboard 
and  animal  skin.  For  years  the  parchment  was  thought  to  be  of  seal  skin 
but  recent  research  has  indicated  that  walrus  skin  may  have  been  the 
ma  terial  used. 

Ivan  Petroff  in  "Alaska:  its  Population,  Industries  and  Resources"  pub¬ 
lished  in  1882  mentions  in  a  footnote  on  page  96  that  the  walrus  skin 
was  used  to  wrap  packages  of  fur  sent  from  Sitka  to  Kiachta,  China, 
there  the  skins  were  stripped  and  sewn  anew  over  chests  of  tea  received 
in  exchange  for  the  furs.  These  in  turn  were  shipped  to  Moscow.  Here 
the  soundest  portions  were  cut  up  and  stamped  into  Kopeks,  in  time  to 
revisit  their  native  seas. 

Petroff  goes  on  to  say  that  the  walrus  parchment  Rubles  were  sometimes 
worth  only  one  third  the  face  value.  On  page  50  of  the  same  book 
Petroff  states  that  the  price  paid  to  Aleut  hunters  was  only  10  Rubles 
of  script  for  a  top  hide,  while  the  price  being  paid  on  the  markets  of 
Asia  and  Europe  was  50  to  100  Dollars  for  the  same  hide. 

The  successor  to  the  Russian  American  Co.,  Alaska  Commercial  Co.,  at 
least  in  one  case  continued  the  use  of  leather  money.  The  trading 
Company  at  Nuchuk  issued  a  dated  and  signed  50  Cent  piece. 

The  main  competition  to  the  Alaska  Commercial  Co.  was  the  North 
American  Transportation  and  Trading  Co.  established  in  1892.  To  date, 
25  and  50  Cents,  $1  and  the  unusual  $1.10  denomination  are  known.  The 
$1.10  denomination  is  a  mystery,  possibly  a  fare  or  a  favor? 

By  the  early  1900's  the  Northern  Commercial  Co.  had  succeeded  the 
Alaska  Commercial  Co.  Two  tokens  with  the  NC  flag  on  one  side  and  the 
diamond  shape  with  T  and  MC  enclosed  were  issued  in  packets  for  the 
tourists  on  board  the  stern  wheelers  for  meal  checks.  The  T  stands  for 
Tanana  while  the  MC  stands  for  the  stern  wheeler  "Marie  Clough".  Also 
known  is  a  token  from  the  stern  wheeler  "Susie". 

National  bank  notes  came  into  being  on  February  25,  1863  with  the  pas¬ 
sage  of  the  National  Banking  Act.  The  national  banks  were  chartered  for 
twenty  years  after  which  time  the  charters  could  be  renewed.  Four 
Alaska  national  banks  received  charters  with  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Fairbanks  receiving  the  number  7718  in  1905.  These  notes  were  printed 
in  five,  ten  and  twenty  dollar  denominations  in  the  old  "Horse  blanket’ 
size  and  from  1929  to  1935  in  the  size  that  we  are  familiar  with  today. 


(continued  on  page  76) 


DETHRIDGE,  cont . 


The  Yukon  and  Alaska  gold  rushes  had 
brought  the  country  out  of  a  depression. 
This  prosperity  was  to  last  for  a  number 
of  years  but  in  1907  rumor  had  it  that 
several  security  dealers  and  banks  in  New 
York  had  overextended  and  would  not  be 
able  to  obtain  credit.  As  a  result,  depos¬ 
itors  made  a  run  on  the  banks.  This  conse¬ 
quence  was  felt  in  Alaska  by  the  disap¬ 
pearance  of  currency.  Nome  and  Fairbanks 
are  the  only  two  Alaskan  towns  that  issued 
their  own  paper  money.  Nome's  three  banks 
formed  a  clearing  house.  One  article  read, 
said  of  the  three  banks  in  Fairbanks,  two 
went  together  to  issue  script  and  the 
other  bank  issued  on  its  own.  The  same 
article  says  that  the  possessor  of  this 
scrip  had  to  spend  it  fast  because  if 
placed  on  a  wet  bar  it  would  melt  quickly 
as  it  was  printer  on  very  thin  paper. 
These  two  pieces  are  from  Judge  Wicker- 
sham's  collection. 

Another  rare  Fairbanks  item  from  the  Wick- 
ersham  collection  is  this  set  of  Floradora 
cardboard  tokens.  As  shown,  this  set 
consists  of  25c,  50c,  $1,  $2.50  and  the 
$5.00.  This,  so  far,  is  the  only  known 
remaining  example  of  these  tokens .  Card¬ 
board  bingles  were  perhaps  more  widely 
used,  but  few  have  survived  the  ravages  of 
time.  The  cardboard  tokens  were  often 
signed  or  initialed  on  the  back.  This  was 
probably  a  method  of  validation  to  assure 
it  was  the  real  thing.  These  could  have 
been  printed  at  the  local  printer,  if  one 
was  available,  and  be  in  use  in  a  few  days 
as  compared  to  the  metal  tokens  which  had 
to  be  ordered  from  a  stamp  and  die  company 
"outside"  Alaska  and  may  have  taken 
several  months  to  receive. 

The  photo  page  on  this  set  says  operation 
from  1904-1910,  however  an  ad  in  the  Fair¬ 
banks  Daily  Times  for  December  14,  1907 
says  under  new  management  and  says  McNamee 
&  Co.  proprietors.  Mr.  McNamee  must  have 
acquired  the  Floradora  at  this  time. 

During  the  quest  for  these  bits  of  history 
many  contacts  are  made  and  among  the  most 
notable  is  the  one  I  made  with  a  Mr.  McDon¬ 
ald  who  as  a  small  boy  lived  in  Iditarod 
where  his  mother  ran  a  hotel.  Mr.  McDonald 
sent  me  the  photo  of  the  Imperial  Cigar 
Store.  As  he  says  on  the  back  of  this 


photo,  you  can  see  the  Imperial  between  the 
furniture  store  and  the  Model  bakery.  This 
token  is  initialed  on  the  back  A-H  for  the 
owners,  Allison  and  Hurley. 

(Ed.  Note:  Many  of  the  items  mentioned  in 
the  text  of  the  presentation  were 
accompanied  by  a  slide.  Following  the  above 
presentation,  Mr.  Dethridge  went  own  to 
show  slides  of  tokens  from  the  interior 
region  of  Alaska.) 


FRENCH  SOUTHERN  &  ANTARCTIC  TERRITORIES 


The  French  Mint  has  struck  coins  to  commem¬ 
orate  the  150  anniversary  of  the  death  of 
Admiral  Dumont  d'Urville,  noted  polar 
explorer.  D'Urville's  portrait  is  on  the 
obverse  of  the  coins.  The  reverse  designs 
feature  an  albatross  in  flight  (5  Franc,  28 
mm);  penguins  in  an  antarctic  blizzard  and 
seals  (two  10  Franc  coins,  about  40mm).  All 
are  struck  in  silver,  and  the  issue  is 
limited  to  15,000. 

What  is  interesting  about  the  coins  is  that 
they  bear  the  reverse  legend  Terre 
Australes  et  Antarctiques  Francaises  (Fr. 
Southern  and  Antarctic  Territories)  1992. 

While  carrying  a  date  of  1992,  we  have  not 
seen  these  in  the  North  American  numismatic 
market  as  yet.  These  were  reported  in  Coin 
News,  a  publication  from  the  U.K. 


MT.  VAUGHAN  ANTARCTIC  EXPEDITION  UPDATE 

Col.  Norman  Vaughan  is  making  final  prepar¬ 
ations  for  his  conquest  of  the  mountain 
named  for  him  by  Admiral  R.E.  Byrd.  The 
will  be  departing  for  the  Antarctic  soon, 
with  a  stop  at  Punta  Arenas,  Chile. 
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JIM  ROBB  ’  S  YUKON  RARER  POTPOU R  R  I 
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Local  Yukon 
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Businesses 
..  ,  .. 


_ . 

LOOK  INSIDE 


W/iffa 


.SUBWRV* 


2190  2nd  Avenue 
in  the  new  Yukon  Plaza 

Buy  l  regular  foot  long  submarine  of  your  choice 
and  receive  a  6"  submarine  FREE !! 


Valid  only  until  December  31, 1991 


At  the  top  is  a  sample  coupon  from  the  Fall 
Festival  of  Savings  envelope  from  Whitehorse. 
Coupons  for  Subway,  Petro-Canada ,  Seasons 
Fashions,  NRS ,  Yukon  Building  Supplies,  Peak 
Fitness  and  Yukoner  Coffee  Shop  are  orange  on 
cream  colored  paper.  Two  coupons  for  CKRW  are 
brown  on  light  tan  paper.  The  envelope  is  brown 
on  brown . 

To  the  right  is  a  15%  discount  card  for  Gold 
Originals  by  Charlotte.  It  is  black  on  red,  84  by 

7  3imi . 
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PAPER  POTPOURRI 
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One  of  the  neatest  raffle  tickets  we  have  ever  seen  comes  from  Delta  Jet.  The  ticket, 
valued  at  $5,  is  a  chance  on  a  buffalo.  You  may  either  hunt  and  shoot,  or  receive  it 
already  cut  and  wrapped,  or  $2,000.  Any  taxidermy  expenses  are  extra!  The  buffalo 
will  come  from  one  of  the  two  local  farms,  not  from  the  Delta  buffalo  herd.  The 
ticket  is  green  on  white  with  black  serial  numbers,  165  by  69mm.  The  raffle  is 
sponsored  by  the  Delta  Chamber  of  Commerce. 


BUY  FIVE 


3 
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LINDA'S  HOT  fiOG 


V. 


SJANBg 


Get  ONE  FREE 


10 


S.W.  corner  of  4th  and  E  St. 
Buy  10,  get  one  free! 


8 


ANCHORAGE!  Two  street  vendors  in  Anchorage  have  issued  punch  cards  for  hot  dogs.  The 
one  on  the  right,  unidentified,  is  red  on  cream  colored  cardboard,  89  by  56mm. 
Linda’s  Hot  Dog  Stand  had  two  cards  of  the  same  design  on  different  colored  card 
stock  -  pink  and  blue.  Both  are  printed  in  black  ink,  89  by  50inm.  (submitted  by 
Kurt  is  Hawk). 
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FOR  THE  RECORD 


@  Oxfcrc 

ONE  TROY  OZ;  j1 
FINE  SILVER  I 

Alaska  *999  ‘ 


ANCHORAGE:  Anchorage  Daily  News/Oxford 
Assaying  &  Refining  1  oz.  silver  bar.  A 
premium  for  a  years  subscription,  about 
1,000  issued  (submitted  by  Kurtis  Hawk). 


MIDNIGHT 

EXPRESS 

Anchorage, 

Alaska 

1985 


\ 


CALL 

DRINK 


ANCHORAGE:  Midnight  Express,  Call  Drink 
1985.  Black  on  yellow  plastic,  38mm  (sub¬ 
mitted  by  Kurtis  Hawk) . 


Sergius  Golley  Billiard  Hall, 
Good  for  10£  in  trade.  Aluminum,  18mm 
(submitted  by  John  Cheramy) . 


ATKA,  AK: 


CORDOVA,  AK:  Igloo  19  (Pioneers  of  Alas¬ 
ka),  poker  chips.  Three  different  colors; 
red,  yellow  and  blue,  all  with  dark  (gray 
or  black)  lettering  (submitted  by  Kurtis 
Hawk) . 


KENAI ,  AK:  Alaska  State  Elks  Convention, 
1985,  Have  1  on  us .  Two  colors,  white  and 
blue  plastic,  both  with  black  lettering, 
38mm  (submitted  by  Kurtis  Hawk). 


LADD 

poker 
border . 


THE 

NEW  DEAL 

GOOD  FOR 


IN  TRADE 
Livengood,  Alaska 


A.F.B.,  AK: 

chip.  Gold 


on 


Ladd  Officers'  Club 
hlark.  T-inverted  T 


LIVENGOOD  (BROOKS),  AK:  The  New  Deal.  The 
known  25c  is  illustrated.  There  is  also  a 
black  on  red  50c  that  would  not  photo¬ 
copy.  Both  have  the  hole  at  12:00  and  the 
metal  ring. 


TENAKEE,  AK:  Tenakee  Tavern,  Good  for  1 
Bar  Drink.  Red  plastic  with  gold  lettei — 
ing,  39mm  (submitted  by  Kurtis  Hawk). 


WHITE  PASS  &  YUKON  RR:  Return  to  Steam. 
1982.  All  incuse  design  in  32mm  brass 
(submitted  by  Brian  Denman). 


ALASKA  MINERS  ASSOCIATION:  Fifty  year, 
1939  to  1989.  One  ounce  .999  fine  gold, 
30mm.  Minted  by  Sunshine.  The  specimen 
examined  was  serial  #62. 
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POLAR  NUMISMATIST 

A.R.C.I.  •  P.0.  Box  72832,  Fairbanks,  Alaska  99707  •  (907)  452-6461  •  Subscription  $10.00/year 
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ALASKAN  TOKEN  COLLECTOR  AND  POLAR  NUMISMATIST: 
10  YEAR  VOLUME,  We  still  have  a  supply  of  the 

PAPER  BOUND  VERSION  OF  THIS  MASSIVE  VOLUME  OF 
INFORMATION  ON  ALASKAN ,  YUKON  AND  OTHER  POLAR  RE¬ 
GION  TOKENS,  MEDALS  CURRENCY  AND  MISCELLANEA. 

Well  of  500  pages  and  generously  illustrated.  If 

YOU  HAVEN'T  BEEN  A  SUBSCRIBER  FOR  ALL  OF  OUR  15 
YEARS,  THEN  YOU  DO  NOT  KNOW  WHAT  YOU'VE  MISSED! 

Only  135  copies  were  planned:  ten  in  leather 
BOUND,  25  IN  CLOTH  BOUND  AND  100  IN  PAPER  BOUND, 
Presently,  only  5  each  in  cloth  and  leather 
(BOTH  SOLD  OUT)  AND  25  IN  PAPER  HAVE  BEEN 
PRINTED.  Not  MANY  OF  THE  PAPER  BOUND  ARE  LEFT, 
AND  THESE  ARE  PRICED  AT  $100.00.  IT  IS  NOT 
LIKELY  MORE  WILL  BE  PRINTED. 


ALASKAN  TOKEN  COLLECTOR  AND  POLAR  NUMISMATIST:  BACK  ISSUES.  These  are  available  for 

$1  PER  COPY  OR  $10  PER  YEAR.  ALL  YEARS  ARE  STILL  AVAILABLE. 

ALASKAN  TOKEN  COLLECTOR  &  POLAR  NUMISMATIST:  15  YEAR  INDEX.  I  got  tired  of  looking 

AT  YEARLY  INDEXES  TO  FIND  ITEMS  IN  THE  NEWSLETTER.  15  YEARS  WAS  A  GOOD  ROUND  NUMBER, 
SO  WE  COMPILED  THIS  INDEX.  A  GREAT  TIME  SAVER  IF  YOU  ARE  LOOKING  FOR  SOMETHING  THAT 
HAS  APPPEARED  IN  OUR  FIRST  FIFTEEN  YEAR!  IT  WILL  BE  BETWEEN  20  AND  25  PAGES.  IF  YOU 
ORDER  THIS,  IT  WILL  BE  SHIPPED  WITH  THE  DECEMBER  ISSUE. 


SEE  THE  ORDER  BLANK  FOR  BOOKS  ABOUT  ALASKAN  AND  YUKON  TOKENS. 


OFFICIAL  STATE  BULLION  MEDALS:  The  1993  are  the  nicest 
yet!  Currently  available  in  1/10,  1/4  and  1  ounce  silver 

AND  1/10  AND  1  OUNCE  GOLD.  THESE  ARE  PRICED  ON  THE  ORDER 

blank.  Featuring  a  wolf  on  the  obverse  and  the  state  seal 
on  the  reverse,  these  are  a  best  seller.  Order  early, 

BECAUSE  IF  WE  RUN  OUT  AS  CHRISTMAS  APPROACHES,  YOU  MAY  BE 

disappointed.  The  1989,  1990,  1991  and  1992  are  still 

AVAILABLE,  AS  NOTED  ON  THE  ORDER  BLANK. 


Still  a  popular  medal,  the  dual  commemorative  for  50th 
Anniversary  of  the  construction  of  the  Alaska  Highway 
AND  THE  50th  ANNIVERSARY  OF  THE  LEND  LEASE  PROGRAM 
FEATURES  A  VIEW  OF  THE  HIGHWAY  ON  THE  OBVERSE  AND  A  P"39 
AIRPLANE  ON  THE  REVERSE.  THE  P"39  AIRCRAFT  WAS  FLOWN 

through  Fairbanks  on  their  way  to  the  Soviet  Union 
during  World  War  II.  A  very  popular  item  with  tourists 

TRAVELING  UP  THE  HIGHWAY,  ALASKANS  TRAVELING  TO  THE 

Soviet  Union  and  armchair  travelers!  An  attractive  medal 
WITH  SATIN  SURFACES,  PRICED  AT  ONLY  $16.00 

North  of  60° - 


South  of 50° 


CHRISTMAS  SHOPPER  1993  CHRISTMAS  SHOPPER 


ALASKA  TRANSPORTATION  MEDAL:  Another  one  ounce  silver  medal 

THAT  WE  RECENTLY  COMMISSIONED,  THIS  DEPICTS  VARIOUS  MODES  OF 
TRANSPORTATION  IN  ALASKA.  THE  RlVERBOAT  NENANA,  A  DIESEL 
LOCOMOTIVE  OF  THE  ALASKA  RAILROAD,  A  BUSH  PLANE  ON  FLOATS  AND  A 
DOG  TEAM  ENCIRCLE  A  MAP  OF  ALASKA.  THIS  MEDAL  HONORS  THE 
TRANSPORTATION  INDUSTRY  AS  THE  KEY  TO  THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF 

Alaska,  something  sadly  lacking  since  the  D-2  land  selections 
made  Alaska  one  big  national  park.  You  can't  even  fly  a  plane 

OVER  SOME  AREAS  BECAUSE  IT  WOULD  DISTURB  THOSE  FEW  HIKERS 
WEALTHY  ENOUGH  TO  BE  ABLE  TO  AFFORD  A  MONTH'S  VACATION  IN 
"PRISTINE"  WILDERNESS.  THE  OBVERSE  IS  FROSTED  WITH  PROOFLIKE 

surfaces.  The  reverse  bears  our  familiar  "Denali"  reverse. 
These  medals  are  priced  at  $14.00. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  ALASKA  MEDALS:  The  University  of 
Alaska  Museum  has  commissioned  two  medals.  One 

DEPICTS  THE  STATE  "FOSSIL",  THE  WOOLY  MAMMOTH. 

The  other  features  the  Riverboat  Nenana,  an 

HISTORIC  LANDMARK.  THESE  ARE  STRUCK  IN  ONE 
OUNCE  SILVER,  AND  LIMITED  TO  4000  AND  2500,  RE¬ 
SPECTIVELY.  The  reverse  bears  the  seal  of  the 
University.  Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  these 

MEDALS  BENEFIT  THE  MUSEUM'S  ENDOWMENT  FUND.  THE 

Wooly  Mammoth  is  $28.00,  while  the  Riverboat 
Nenana  is  $29.75. 


"UNKNOWN  FIRST  FAMILY"  MEDAL:  This  medal  was 

DESIGNED  BY  ELLEN  SHIELDS,  AND  FEATURES  THE  STATUE, 

"Unknown  First  Family"  by  internationally  known 
sculptor  Malcolm  Alexander  to  commemorate  Alaska's 
Silver  Anniversary  of  Statehood,  and  was  dedicated 
in  1984.  It  resides  in  the  Golden  Heart  Plaza  by 
the  Chena  River  on  First  Avenue.  The  Immaculate  Con¬ 
ception  Church,  an  historic  landmark,  can  be  seen 

IN  THE  BACKGROUND.  ONLY  2000  NUMBERED  MEDALS  ARE 

a  i  in  I/-M-,  r  -rr-  ..in  Tiirrr  a  r-,r-  mr>  t  at  *00  0(0 


ONE  OUNCE  SILVER  MEDALS:  We  have  many  other  one  ounce  silver  medals.  Some  of  these  are 

ILLUSTRATED  ABOVE,  AND  THEY  ARE  PRICED  ON  THE  ORDER  BLANK. 


CHRISTMAS  SHOPPER  1993  ORDER  BLANK 


MEDALS  MEDALS 

_  WOLF  SUMMIT  MEDAL ,  1  OZ,  SILVER  a  $16.00 - 

_  ALASKA  HIGHWAY/LEND  LEASE  1  OZ.  SILVER  MEDAL  a  $16.00 - 

_  ALASKA  TRANSPORTATION  1  OZ .  SILVER  MEDAL  a  $14.00 - 

_  UNKNOWN  FIRST  FAMILY  MEDAL  a  $28  - 

_  U  OF  A  WOOLY  MAMMOTH  ONE  OUNCE  SILVER  MEDAL  a  $28.00  - 

_  U  OF  A  RIVERBOAT  NENANA  ONE  OUNCE  SILVER  MEDAL  a  $29.75  - 

_  SILVER  ANNIVERSARY  OF  STATEHOOD  1  OZ.  SILVER  MEDAL  a  $25.00 

_  PRESIDENTIAL/PAPAL  VISIT  ONE  OUNCE  SILVER  MEDAL  a  $30.00  — 

_  PURCHASE  OF  ALASKA  RAILROAD  ONE  OUNCE  SILVER  MEDAL  a  $25.00 

_  50TH  ANNIV.  OF  MATANUSKA  COLONY  1  OZ.  SILVER  MEDAL  a  $25.00' 

_  GOLDEN  WELD  MEDAL ,  10K  GOLD  (APPROX.  1/20  OZ.)  a  $27.50 - 

_  OFFICIAL  ALASKAN  BULLION,  1989  1  OZ.  SILVER  a  $30.00 - 

_  OFFICIAL  ALASKAN  BULLION,  1990  1  OZ,  SILVER  a  $25.00 - 

_  OFFICIAL  ALASKAN  BULLION,  1990  4  PC.  SILVER  SET  a  $45.00 - 

_  OFFICIAL  ALASKAN  BULLION,  1991  4  PC.  SILVER  SET  a  $45.00 - 

_  OFFICIAL  ALASKAN  BULLION,  1992  1  OZ.  SILVER  a  $20.00 - 

_  OFFICIAL  ALASKAN  BULLION,  1993  1/10  OZ.  SILVER  a  $4.50 - 

_  OFFICIAL  ALASKAN  BULLION,  1993  1/4  OZ,  SILVER  a  $7,50 - 

_  OFFICIAL  ALASKAN  BULLION,  1993  1  OZ.  SILVER  a  $14.50 - 

_  OFFICIAL  ALASKAN  BULLION,  1993  1  OZ.  SILVER  PROOF  a  $25.00- 

_  OFFICIAL  ALASKAN  BULLION,  1993  1/10  OZ.  GOLD  a  $80.00 - 

_  OFFICIAL  ALASKAN  BULLION,  1993  1  OZ.  GOLD  a  $550.00 - 

IDITAROD  SILVER  MEDAL,  1990  WITH  ERROR  REVERSE  a  $40.00 - 

IDITAROD  SILVER  MEDALS,  1991  OR  1992  WITH  CORRECT  REVERSE 

a  $29,00  EACH— 

IDITAROD  SILVER  MEDALS,  1991  OR  1992  WITH  ERROR  REVERSE 
(MINTAGE  ONLY  25  EACH)  a  $85.00  EACH— 

IDITAROD  SILVER  MEDAL,  1993  a  $29.00  EACH - 

YUKON  QUEST,  1993  1  OZ.  SILVER  MEDAL  a  $29.00 - 

VAUGHAN  ANTARCTIC  EXPEDITION,  1  OZ.  SILVER  MEDAL  a  $29.00— 


TOKENS 


TOKENS  THE  CLEARY  HOARD,  AND  A  FEW  OTHERS: 


THESE  ARE  DUG  AND  DIRTY  TOKENS.  THEY  ARE  VERY  CORRODED,  AND  HAVE  BEEN 
CLEANED  TO  REMOVE  THE  LOOSE  DIRT  AND  CORRODED  METAL.  YOUR  SATISFACTION  IS 
GUARANTEED.  IF  NOT  SATISFIED,  THEY  MAY  BE  RETURNED  FOR  A  REFUND.  WE  WILL  BE 
SENDING  OUT  THE  BEST  AVAILABLE  AT  TIME  OF  ORDER,  REQUESTS  FOR  EXCHANGES  WILL 
BE  DECLINED,  AND  REFUNDS  SENT. 

_  W .  A .  &  H.,  DYEA  TOKENS  a  $350.00 - - 

_  PALACE  CIGAR  STORE  TOKENS  a  $125.00 - - 

_  "FRITZ"  TOKENS  a  $125.00 - - 

_  EDDIE  WILLIS  TOKENS  a  $25.00  (WORST),  $100.00  (BETTER), 

$150.00  (BEST) - - 

_  COMPLETE  SET  OF  FOUR  TOKENS  LISTED  ABOVEa  $600.00 - - 

_  TOTEM  12  1/2  CENT  TOKEN  a  $50.00 - - 

_  FAIRVIEW  HOTEL,  FAIRBANKS,  25  CENTS  IN  TRADE,  DUG,  CORRODED 

ALUMINUM,  WILL  PICK  BEST  a  $25— _ 

_  KILGORE  &  LANDAHL,  DAWSON,  VERY  NICE  a  $350.00  (ONE  ONLY) - - 

_  D.W.  LEWIS,  YUKOKAKAT,  12  1/2  CENTS,  B-1A  a  $250.00 - - 

BOOKS  BOOKS 

_  ATC&PN  10  YEAR  VOLUME,  PAPER  BOUND  a  $100.00 - - 

_  ATC&PN,  BACK  ISSUES:  $1  EACH  OR  $10  PER  YEAR - - 

_  ATC&PN,  15  YEAR  INDEX  a  $8.00 - - 

_  ALASKA'S  COINAGE  THROUGH  THE  YEARS,  1960  EDITION  a  $22.00, 

1965  EDITION  a  $18.00 - - 


ALASKA  TOKENS  BY  RON  BENICE  a  $20.00 - - 

YUKON  NUMISMATICA  a  $11.00 - - 

TALES  OF  ALASKA  AND  THE  YUKON  a  $15.00 - - 

A  SUMMER  IN  ALASKA  BY  SCHWATKA  (REPRINT)  a  $12.00 - - 

POSTAGE  AND  H  ANDL  I  NG  —  2.50 

(Canadian  orders  include  an  additional  $3  for  registration) 

ATC&PN,  1994  SUBSCRIPTION,  10  ISSUES  a  $10.00  - - 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED - - 


NAME _ ADDRESS _ 

C I TY _ STATE _ Z I P 


SEND  ORDERS  TO  ARCI,  P.O.  BOX  72832,  FAIRBANKS,  AK  99707.  PHONE  907-452-6461. 
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ALASKA 


"Anchorage. 

Kenai  4.  HoPei 
Soldatna^  v-J 
^Ninllchiky  Seward. 

{'Homer 
KE 

The  Hope  and  Sunrise  Historical  Society  of  Hope,  Alaska  is  striking  a 
medal  to  commemorate  100  years  of  mining  in  their  area. 

Gold  had  been  found  on  the  Kenai  Peninsula  during  Russian  times.  In 
1850/51,  Peter  Doroshin,  a  mining  engineer  from  St.  Petersburg,  organ¬ 
ized  gold  explorations  on  the  Kenai  and  Russian  Rivers.  Others 
prospected  near  Resurrection  and  Bear  Creeks.  By  1894,  claims  were 
being  worked  on  all  creeks  in  the  Resurrection  and  Sixmile  drainages. 
News  of  gold  brought  a  small  gold  rush  in  1896/97. 


OThe  Society  has  ordered  2,000  -  40mm  copper  nickel  alloy  medals.  One 
hundred,  two  medal  sets  will  be  assembled.  One  medal  with  a  nugget 
and  another  medal  with  serial  number  and  an  antique  finish  will  make 
up  the  set.  Pre-issue  price  is  $50.  Any  remaining  sets  will  sell 
for  $100. 

The  obverse  of  the  medal  depicts  Hope,  Aaa  as  a  tent  city  with  the 
present  main  street  in  the  old  townsite.  Aaa  is  the  old  postal  abbre¬ 
viation  for  Alaska. 


Magdalene  Uzzell  of  the  Society  worked  with  Greg  Solomon  (the  artist) 
and  Jim  Neumann  of  Newton  Alaska  Manufacturing  to  produce  a  unique 
and  beautiful  commemorative  for  numismatists  and  souvenir  collectors. 
To  assure  that  the  medal  will  never  be  duplicated,  the  Society  will 
have  the  original  dies  and  art  work  on  display  in  a  museum,  now  under 
construction  in  Hope. 


Those  wishing  to  obtain  sets  and  singles  should  contact  the  Hope  and 
Sunrise  Historical  Society,  C/O  Ann  Miller,  Sec.,  Hope,  AK  99605  or 
call  907-782-3471. 


Previous  issues  from  Hope,  Alaska 


North  of  60° 


South  of  50° 


EDITORIAL 

Another  year  out  of  the  way!  Wow,  time 
flies  when  you're  having  fun.  Should 
anyone  doubt  that  this  is  fun,  just  come 
in  and  see  how  much  (make  that  how  little) 
money  we  make  on  this  publication.  When  it 
stops  being  fun,  then  that  will  be  the  end 
of  it . 

Without  people  supporting  us  with  informa¬ 
tion,  this  publication  would  have  gone  to 
the  great  roll  of  microfilm  in  the  sky 
years  ago.  It  is  is  only  fitting  that  we 
mention  those  that  have  contributed  infor¬ 
mation  this  year,  in  the  order  in  which 
their  names  appeared: 


Norway  has  issued  a  medallic  5  Ecu  piece  in 
copper-nickel  dated  1993.  The  Ecu  is  "Euro¬ 
pean  Currency  Unit".  It  is  a  bookkeeping 
unit  for  international  trade  and  has  no 
legal  tender  status.  Many  European  coun¬ 
tries  have  issued  "coins"  denominated  in 
Ecu . 


Jim  Robb 
Alan  Weinberg 
Kaye  Dethridge 
Edward  Tatarka 
Brian  Denman 
Les  Hill 
Bob  Majni 
Candy  Waugaman 
Kurt is  Hawk 
Jurgen  S^mod 
Larry  White 
Jerry  Schimmel 


Ron  Benice 
Hal  Birt 
Jerry  Remick 
Paolo  Greer 
Frovin  Sieg 
Karl  Ward 
John  Covey 
Jerome  Schaeper 
Lew  Egnew 
Bob  Lyall 
John  Cheramy 
Ron  Greene 


I  apologize  if  I  missed  anyone. 


What  makes  this  of  interest  to  us  is  that 
it  notes  the  100  anniversary  of  Fridtjof 
Nansen's  polar  expedition  on  the  Fram.  The 
obverse  features  the  Fram  frozen  into  the 
polar  sea  ice.  The  reverse  has  a  portrait 
of  Nansen  and  a  dog  team. 

In  1893,  Nansen  purposefully  froze  the  Fram 
into  the  polar  ice  in  an  attempt  to  drift 
to  the  north  pole.  When  it  was  apparent 
this  was  going  to  work,  he  tried  to  reach 
the  pole  by  dog  sled.  He  failed,  eventually 
reaching  Franz  Josef  Land.  The  Fram  finally 
broke  free  of  the  ice  near  Spitzbergen 


Next  month,  we  will  have  a  special  issue. 
Much  of  it  will  be  about  the  Shetland 
Islands.  Sitting  astride  the  60th  parallel 
the  Shetlands  are  further  north  than  much 
of  the  Kenai  Peninsula  and  the  southern 
tip  of  Greenland,  yet  they  are  not  really 
considered  polar. 

Les  Burzinski  has  submitted  an  article  on 
communion  tokens  from  the  Shetlands.  The 
number  and  variety  are  amazing.  We  also 
have  a  short  item  on  a  ship  wreck,  and 
coins  from  that  wreck. 


Alaskan  Token  Collector  &  Polar  Numisma¬ 
tist,  published  10  times  per  year,  is  a 
publication  of  Alaska  Rare  Coin  Invest¬ 
ments.  All  articles  remain  the  property  of 
the  authors  and  may  not  be  reprinted 
without  their  consent. 


Editor  -  Dick  Hanscom 
Associate  Editor  -  Jerry  Cleworth 
Kenai  Peninsula  Correspon.  -  Kurtis  Hawk 
Canadian  Correspondent  -  Jerry  Remick 
Yukon  Correspondent  -  Jim  Robb 
Scandinavian  Corr.-  Jurgen  S^mod 


We  used  this  month  to  clean  out  the  files. 
While  there  are  still  a  few  things  left, 
we  are  in  need  of  articles  and  spacefil¬ 
led.  How  about  sharing  your  information 
with  other  readers.  Appropriate  credit  on 
subscriptions  will  be  given. 

As  we  enter  our  16th  year,  we  would  like 
to  thank  all  of  those  who  have  supported 
us  in  the  past  years  and  hope  that  you 
will  continue  with  us  in  years  to  come. 


Subscription  Rates: 

US  &  Canada  $10  per  year 

Elsewhere  $20  per  year 

Collector's  Advertising  Rates: 

1  page  -  $15  1/2  page  -  $8 

1/4  page  -  $5 

1/5  page,  business  card  size  -  $15  for  5 
months . 

Classified  ads:  50  ^/line  (42  characters) 
Commercial  Advertisers,  write  for  rates. 
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CANADA 


Author  and  Dealer 


mvj 

Ontario 

j/  /.  VjaCk)  sauc8Enkc\prince  /dv^d-i* 

013559  -f  124  A  AV)l.  SASKATCHEWAN 

YUKON 

N.W.T  100j 


ALBERTA 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA  Ll3559  -{  124  A  AV)E 
MANITOBA  EDMONTON,  ABI 

NEW  BRUNSWICK  T5L  3B4 

NEWFOUNDLAND  PI^(403>435T566  N 


I--- 

Signed 


GOOD  FOR  ONE  DOLLAR  IN , 


in  red: . . 


Exp.  Dec.  31,  1992 


$1.00 
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NUNAVUT  TERRITORY,  CANADA:  Coin  dealer  Jack  Sauchenko  has  issued  a  set  of  three  trade 
notes  showing  the  proposed  Canadian  native  territory  of  Nunavut.  It  encompasses  much  of 
the  current  Northwest  Territory.  I  see  from  the  correspondence  with  these  that  we  have 
had  them  on  file  since  May,  1992.  Oops.  Haven't  heard  much  about  Nunavut  lately.  Can 
anyone  update  us?  Printed  in  black  on  pink,  green  or  white  paper,  153mm  by  69mm  (sub¬ 
mitted  by  Les  Hill). 


15%  OFF  COUPON 

This  coupon  entitles  the  bearer  to  15  %  off  any  purchase  at 

ALASKA  FEED  CO. 

1600  COLLEGE  ROAD,  FAIRBANKS,  ALASKA  99709  451-5570 

Not  valid  with  any  other  special  offer  or  discount.  Coupon  expires  June  30,  1993 


FAIRBANKS:  Alaska  Feed  Co.,  15%  off  coupon.  Black  on  fluorescent  green,  216mm  by  55mm. 
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YTJTCON  PIONEERS  DEAR 


South  America.  He  was  breaking  a  revolver 
when  the  cartridge  "stuck"  and  exploded. 
The  ball  penetrated  his  cheek  and  the  brain 
and  Burke  died  immediately. 

Three  years  ago  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burke  made  a 
tour  of  the  world,  and  returned  to  Dawson 
and  spent  the  following  summer.  Mr.  Burke 
organized  property  here  for  sale,  and 
afterward  went  to  London.  Then  he  went  to 


(From  the  Colonist,  June  22,  1907. 
Submitted  by  Ron  Greene,  Victoria,  B.C.) 

Dawson,  June  4:  Joseph  M.  Hutton,  a  well 
known  pioneer  of  Skagway  and  Dawson  died 
Tuesday  of  acute  gastritis.  He  will  be 
buried  tomorrow  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Dawson  Aerie  of  Eagles. 


Hutton  was 
North.  For 
celebrated 
during  the 
proprietor 
same  town . 
had  been  in 


one  of  the  pioneers  of  the 
years  he  was  proprietor  of  the 
Mug  restaurant  in  Skagway 
great  gold  rush,  and  later  was 
of  the  Mondamin  hotel  in  the 
He  came  to  Dawson  in  1901,  and 
business  here  ever  since. 


George  M.  Burke,  a  prominent  Klondike 
mining  operator,  accidentally  killed  him¬ 
self  in  Punta  Arenas,  Straits  of  Magellan, 


BUY I NO  —  WANTED 
FOR  RESEARCH  AND  RECORDING 

CANADIAN  &  U.S.A.  CHAUPPBURS  BADGES  AND  LICBNCBS,  DR  LICENCE  BADGES, 
PAPER  DRIVERS  LICENCES,  PERMITS  MOTOR  VEHICLE  &  INSPECTORS  BADGES  AND 
PATCHES.  DRIVERS  MANUALS  &  RELATED  ITEMS,  TAXI  &  BUS  DRIVERS  BADGES, 
LIMOUSINE  AND  TRANSIT.  D.A.V.  -  WAR  AMPS  &  T.B.  VETS  KEY  TAGS.  B.C. 
ELECTRIC  AND  OTHER  TRANSPORTATION. 

ALSO  WANTED  -  YUKON  -  ALASKA  -  N.W.T. 

ALSO  WANTED  TO  BUY  ALL  LICENCES  AND  BADGES,  PATCHES,  TAGS,  PLATES, 
METAL,  PAPER,  PIBER. 

CANADIAN  PARKS  BADGES,  PASSES,  WINDSHIELD  STICKERS,  PLATES,  WILDLIFE, 
GAME  DEPT.  AND  HUNTING  TAGS,  PISHING  LICENCES  &  BADGES,  PIREARHS,  DOG 
TAGS  &  OTHER  ANIMAL  TAGS.  BADGES,  LICENCES,  PATCHES.  VEHICLE  &  BICYCLE 
LIC.,  MOTOR  CYCLE,  SINGLE  &  DOUBLE  DRAYS,  MESSENGER,  COURIER, 
DELIVERY,  SAMPLES,  ETC.  CANVASSERS,  PEDDLERS,  VENDERS,  NEWS  BOY,  NEWS 
VENDORS  h  NEWS  AGENT,  WAITERS,  BELL  HOPS,  TOLL  COLLECTORS,  PARKING 
METER,  BRIDGE  PASSES  &  BADGES,  HWY  PATROL,  B.C.  TEL,  POLICE  BADGES  & 
PATCHES,  BRINKS  AND  LOOMIS,  RAILWAYS,  PERRIES,  SHIPS,  ETC. 

BUYING.  OR  WILL  TRADE  OUR  DUPLICATES.  ALONG  WITH  POLICE  BADGES  & 
PATCHES,  CANADIAN,  G.S.  &  WORLD.  COINS,  STAMPS,  PAPER  MONEY,  TOKENS, 
MEDALS  &  MEDALLIONS,  MILITARY  BADGES  AND  PINS,  WATCHES,  CANADIAN 
LICENCE  PLATES,  DOG  TACS,  POST  CARDS,  COMIC  BOOKS,  1ST  DAY  COVERS, 
POSTAL  STATIONARY  &  MORE.  PLEASE  QUOTE  YOUR  ASKING  PRICE  OR  SHIP  POR 
OUR  OPPERS.  OPPER  YOUR  TRADES. 

JOHN  HNATIUK 
P.O.  BOX  4944 
VANCOUVER,  B.C. 

CANADA  V6B  4A6 
PHONE  (604)  596-6303 


South  America,  near  the  Straits  of 
Magellan,  and  became  interested  in  the 
placer  mining  there,  and  remained  until  his 
death . 


SKAGWAY _ 1900 


iRaiDier  lofiemian  Iggr  :od  Hraag&t. ' : : 


I  , . .  '  .  1  ■> 

New  Minijement.  " J t.  First  Clan. 

1  ■  -  A 

woM-  Mondamin. 


DON'T  FORGET  THIS  NUMBER. . 

•  •s 


OFtGFD 


-  American  and  European  Flan; 

I  ■■ 

trie  Li£ht  (.  A  CT  CT  i  Free  Bua  to 
trie  Bells  |  v  M  i  C  j  boats  &  trains. 

•  i:  i  v>.  *  ■  vV 


%  r*  i  4  W  A'  n  1  ^  ^  .  A  ^ 

Keep?  the  plafce  where!  everybody*  gocB 

.  .  — t  ■  •  ■>  j 

0  ►  to  pet  -  , 

-r  -  *  .» 

GOOD  SWEfcT  CANDY 

AND  THE  BEST  CIGARS 
-mA*T  vm  ii  '• 


6 

J 

-> 
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A AAA AAAAAAAJAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA A AA AAAAAA A 


I  Board  of1- Trade 


THE  ONLY  BILLIARD 
PARLORS  IN  ALASKA 


A  Sixth  Avenue,  bet. 

3  State  and  Broadway 


r‘ 


*3  .  | 

■1-1 


-LEE  GUTHRIE,  Proof  -■ _ 

3 TtTTTTTTTTTTTT TTVTTTTl  fTTTTTTTTTT  TTTTTTTV^ 

The  above  ads  are  from  the  Alaska 
Traveler's  Guide,  published  in  Skagway, 
Aug.  2,  1900  (Vol .  I,  no.  135). 
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FOR  THE  RECORD 


ANCHORAGE:  Anchorage  Coin  Club,  Celebrat¬ 
ing  5  Years.  Unnumbered  bronze  (100 
minted)  and  numbered  silver  and  bronze 
sets  (110  minted),  39mm  (submitted  by 
Kurt is  Hawk). 


ANCHORAGE:  Homestead  Lounge,  Good  for  one 
drink.  White  on  red  plastic  28mm  (sub¬ 
mitted  by  Kurtis  Hawk). 


ANCHORAGE:  Pacific  Logging  Congress,  61st 
Session,  Oct.  7-9,  1970.  Black  on  wood, 
shown  actual  size  (submitted  by  Kurtis 


CORDOVA:  Cordova  Bar,  Good  for  one  drink. 
White  on  red  plastic,  31mm  (submitted  by 
Kurtis  Hawk). 


FAIRBANKS:  Bentley  Mall,  1977-1991. 
Elongated  cent  made  by  Bert  Samsa  (hey 
Bert,  why  haven't  we  seen  this  before?). 


GOOD  FOR 
ONE 
BEER 


KETCHIKAN:  Alaska  Bar,  four  different 

drink  tokens:  Over  the  Rocks,  gold  on 
black;  Bar  Drink,  gold  on  red;  Well 
Drink,  gold  on  blue;  One  Beer,  gold  on 
white.  All  31mm. 


Wasilla,  Alaska 

1 993 


WASILLA:  JD's  Bar-B-Q  Pit,  Good  for  one 
Iced  Tea.  Five  different  colors;  yellow, 
blue,  red,  teal  green  and  pink.  All  with 
black  lettering,  38mm.  A  total  mintage  of 
2,500  pieces  (submitted  by  Kurtis  Hawk). 


WATSON  LAKE,  YUKON:  Watson  Lake  Curling 
Club,  One  Drink  (uniface).  Black  on  red 
plastic,  28mm  (submitted  by  Brian  Denman) 
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Issues  contain  the  following  pages: 


January:  1-5 
May-June:  31-39 

November:  73-79 


February:  6-12 
July:  40-48 

December:  80-84 
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Alascom 

Alaska,  general 
Alaska  . . . 

Bar- 
Coin 

Commercial  Co. 

Feed  Co. 

Highway  Husky  Buck 
Independence  Party 
Miners  Association 
Official  Bullion  Medals 
Rural  Rehabilitation  Corp. 
Salmon  Bake  &  Palace  Saloon 
Tales  of  . .  &  the  Yukon 
University  of 
Alert,  NWT 
Allison  &  Hurley 
Anchorage 

Anchorage  Coin  Club 
Anchorage  Daily  News 
Antarctic 
A . P .  &  C.  Co. 

Arctic  Brotherhood 
Arizona 
Atka ,  AK 
Atta  Boy  Awards 
Beaver  Sports 
Bentley  Mall 
Bering,  Vitus 
Bianchi's  Saloon,  John 
Bingle 

Black  Phreep  Sqn. 

Board  of  Trade 
Book  Review 
Brooks ,  AK 
Breedman,  Oscar 
Brunswick  Balke  Col lender  Co. 
Burke,  George  M. 

California  Sideboard 
Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce 
Checks 

Chena,  AK  51 

Chitina,  AK 

CKRW 

Claim  Coffee  Card,  The 

Clear,  AK 

Club  Valdez 

Cody's 

Coins 

Cook  Islands 
Cook,  James 

Cordova ,  AK  8 

Cordova  Bar 
Core  Shack 

Coupon  5,9,21,35,45,47,55,61 

Counterfeits 

Covey,  John 

Credit  Union  Day 

Cripple  Creek  Resort 

Currency  2,5,12,15,27,54,65 

Dairy  Queen 


March:  13-23  April:  24-30 

August:  49-57  October:  58-72 

Advertised  items  generally  not  indexed. 
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Dalton  City 

Dance  Hall/Gambling  Scrip 

4 . 7 


15 


Dawson 

Dawson  Social  Club 
Days  of  98 
Delta  Jet . ,  AK 
Denmark 

Dethridge,  Kaye 
DEW  Line  #  , 

Diamond  Tooth  Gertie  s 
Dotero,  Tony 
Duffy's  Sports  Tavern 
D'Urville,  Dumont 
Eagle  Saloon 
Ecu 

Eielson  A.F.B,  AK 
Elks  Lodge 
Elongated  coins 
Ester,  AK 
ETO-MTO 

European  Currency  Unit 
Exxon  Valdez 
Fairbanks 

5,27,38,42,43,58,62 
Falkland  Islands 
Festival  of  Savings 
Floradora 

French  Southern  &  Antarctic 
Frontier  Helicopters 
Gambling  Chips 
Gander,  Nfld. 

Gerald  Victor  Furs 
Gold 

Gold  Discovery  Medal 
Gold  Dust  Check/Receipt 
Gold  Rush  Inn 

Gold  Originals  by  Charlotte 
Gold  Pan  Saloon 
Golly,  Sergius;  Billard  Hall 
Greenland:  see 
Nanortalik 
S^ndre  Str^mf jord 
Greer,  Paolo 
Grimm ,  Herman 
Guthrie,  Lee 
Haines,  AK 
Healy,  AK 

Hillary,  Sir  Edmund 
Homestead  Lounge 
Homestead  Saloon 
Hope ,  AK 
Hotel  Chitina 
Hotel  Mondamin 
Howard  Bar 
Hunan  Gardens 
Hurley,  Allison  & 

Hutton,  Joseph  M. 

Iditarod,  AK 
Iditarod  Sled  Dog  Race 
Igloo  19 

Imperial  Cigar  Store 


56 

12,36 

,37,46,51 

15 

36 
78 
44 
73 

37 
46 

83 
37 
76 
41 
81 
56 

29,36,79 

84 
55 
14 
81 
63 


,75,76,84 

65 

77 

76 

Terr.  76 

4 

15,46 

50 

5 

2,4 

33 
4,41 

34,63 

77 

34 
79 


52 
83 

83 
29,56 

33 

27 

84 
5 

80 

8 

83 

53 
45 
76 
83 
76 

13,16 

79 

76 


North  of  60° 


South  of  50° 


International  Hotel 

29 

I .O.U. 

37 

Jason  Islands 

65 

JD  s  Bar-B-Q  Pit 

84 

Juneau 

6,8,29,36,46 

Juneau  Hotel 

6 

Just  Hot  Dogs 

78 

Kenai ,  AK 

79 

Kessel,  Brina 

46 

Ketchikan,  AK 

29,84 

Key  fob 

5 

KGH 

33,56 

Klondike  Inn 

9,21 

Kodiak,  AK 

29 

Ladd  AFB .  AK 

Ladd  Officer's  Club 

79 

79 

Ladue ,  Joseph 

4 

Lansing  Creek,  Y.T. 

56 

Laundry  token 

33,56 

Linda's  Hot  Dog  Stand 

78 

Livengood,  AK 

79 

Luggage  labels 

8 

MacCormac  Hotel 

8 

MacKenzie,  Alexander 

35 

Malemute  Saloon 

55 

Marshall  Islands 

44 

Masonic 

46 

Matanuska  Valley,  AK 

63 

Maupin,  A.E. 

46 

Maverick 

37,44,56,62 

McNamee  &  Co. 

76 

Meal  Ticket 

8 

Mervyn,  James 

56 

Meyer,  J.D. 

46 

Michael's  Jewelers 

63 

Midnight  Express 

79 

Mike's  Fish  Camp 

53 

Military 

56,63,79 

Mirror 

5 

Mt .  McKinley  National  Park 

33 

Mt .  Vaughan  Antarctic  Expedition  40,76 

Nanortalik,  Greenland 

14,43 

Nan-Grill 

14,43 

Nansen,  Fridtjof 

81 

Nenana ,  AK 

33 

Nenana  Valley 

33 

New  Deal .  The 

79 

Newfoundland:  see 

Gander 

New  Zealand 

27 

Nome.  AK 

5,76 

North  American  Trans.  &  Trd. 

Co.  75 

Northern  Commercial  Co. 

75 

Northern  Wonders  Gifts 

34 

Northwest  Highway  System 

9 

Northwest  Territories:  see 

Alert 

Nunavut 

Yellowknife 

Norway 

81 

NRS 

77 

Nuchuk ,  AK 

75 

Nugget  Mall 

Nunavut  Territory,  Canada 
Occidental  Hotel 
OfNeill  s  Gaslight 
Opeation  Restore  Hope 
Order  of  the  Midnight  Sun 
Pacific  Logging  Congress 
Paradise  Dating  Service 
Peak  Fitness 
Penguins 
Petro-Canada 
Pick  n'  Poke  Gift  Shop 
Pioneers  of  Alaska 
Prices  Realized 


29 

82 

8 

63 

35 

4 

84 

43 

77 

27,65 

77 

45 

79 

26,41,62,74 


Punch  cards  4,8 

Punta  Arenas,  Chile 
Raffle  Tickets 

Readings  in  Alaska  Numismatics 
Robb,  Jim  4,9,21,34 

Royal  Hawaiian  Mint 
Russia 

Russian  American  Company 
Sakha/Yakutia 
Sauchenko,  Jack 

Scrip  12,15,53 

Seasons  Fashions 
Seattle,  The 
Silver 

Silver  dollars 
Silver  medals,  1  oz. 

10,13,15,24,26,31,37,40,46 
Sitka,  AK 

Sitka  Bowling  Center 
Skagway,  AK 

S^ndre  Str^mf jord,  Greenland 
Sourdough  Sawbucks 
Southeast  Alaska  State  Fair 
Space 

Stocks  &  Bonds 
Subway 

Tags  Food  &  Gas 
Tanana  Saloon 
Tenakee ,  AK 
Tenakee  Tavern 
Trade  Dollars 
Trona 
Valdez 

Vaughan ,  Norman  D . 

Village,  The 
Vogler,  Joe 
Unga,  AK 

University  of  Alaska 

Wasilla,  AK 

Waterfront  Donut  Shop 

Watson  Lake,  Yukqn 

Watson  Lake  Curling  Club 

Westmark  Hotels  9 

Whales 

Whitehorse  4,9,21,34,46,47,54 

Whitehorse  Star 
White  Pass  Dance  Hall 
White  Pass  &  Yukon  Railroad 
Wolf  License? 

Wolf  Summit  Medal 
Wooden  tokens 
Woolworth 
Yakutia 

Yellowknife,  NWT 
Yukon:  see 
Dawson 

Lansing  Creek 
Watson  Lake 
Whitehorse 
Yukon,  General 
Yukon  Building  Supplies 
Yukon  Quest 
Yukon  School  Bus  Pass 
Yukoner  Coffee  Shop 
343rd  Security  Police  Sq. 


,21,45,78 

83 

78 
3,59 

,54,61,77 

1,15,44 

15,35,75 

44 

82 

,54,75,82 

77 

83 
2 

58 

,49,63,79 

29 

29 

5,12,83 

33,56 

54 

56 

24 

59 
77 
61 
41 

79 
79 

50.62 

56.62 

29.63 
40,76 

29 

37,49 

5 

24 

84 
4 

84 

84 

,21,38,47 

44 

,61,63,77 

9 

12 

4,5,79 

14 

31 

37,63,84 

38 

44 

63 


83 

77 

15 

37 

77 

56 


